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In the Name of Jesus whose life gives life, Dear Christian Friends, 

 

Parenting! It’s filled with many wonderful and exciting experiences. From the birthing classes to the delivery room, from the 

newly furnished nursery to the baptismal font, there seems to be no end to the long list of first time experiences. Among the 

many “firsts” of being parents are the first words that come from the mouths of our children. We try to capture that precious 

moment with our cell phones. We fill in the baby book where is says “baby’s first words.” Usually those first words are 

“Mommy” or “Daddy.” But it really doesn’t make a difference. The excitement is still the same. A baby’s first word is an event 

you just don’t want to miss. 

 

I imagine the excitement was the same or even greater for first-time parents, Mary and Joseph. I wonder what were the first 

words that came from the mouth of the Baby born in Bethlehem? What were Jesus’ first words? God in his wisdom records for 

us only one incident in the earth life of Christ between his birth and the beginning of his ministry.  In our text for today we have 

that one event where we meet Jesus at the age of twelve. Now obviously Jesus spoke long before he was twelve years old. But 

God decided to leave the details of Jesus’ younger life silent. We have Jesus’ first words record in our text for today. There 

Jesus asked his parents: WHY WERE YOU SEARCHING FOR ME? DIDN’T YOU KNOW I HAD TO BE IN MY 

FATHER’S HOUSE? With his first words Jesus tells us about his life and the life we have in him. 

 

1. They tell about the life of Christ 

It certainly would have been interesting to know what life was like for Jesus as he was growing up. How did he interact with his 

playmates? What kind of childhood games did he enjoy? What were his hobbies? There are many that speculate about all of 

these silent issues in Jesus’ earthly life. But God in his wisdom chose to reveal only one event in the early life of Jesus. This 

event in the early life of Christ shows us what kind of life he led. 

A Life of Perfect Obedience to the Word 

Jesus’ life was a life of perfect obedience to the Word of God. Fifteen hundred years before the birth of Christ, God had rescued 

the Old Testament Israelites from the hand of Pharaoh as they safely crossed the Red Sea into the Promised Land of Canaan. 

God then commanded the Israelites to remember this great passing over of the angel of death in the land of Egypt and the 

miraculous rescue with a major celebration called the Passover. Every year the Israelites, that is the Jewish people of which 

Jesus was a descendant, were to go to Jerusalem for the weeklong festival. In obedience to this OT command of God, Joseph 

and Mary took Jesus to Jerusalem for the Passover Feast. Jesus, with his parents, obeyed the Word of God. No doubt they had 

done this same thing each and every year. But it wasn’t until Jesus was twelve years old that God chose to have it recorded in 

the Scriptures.  

A Life of Perfect Love for His Heavenly Father 

Jesus’ life of obedience not only demonstrated perfect love for God’s Word, but it also showed perfect love for his heavenly 

Father. When the weeklong festival of the Passover was over, Joseph’s family started their journey home. After a day of 

traveling they realized that Jesus was missing and returned to Jerusalem. An extensive search was conducted, as you would 

expect any parent to do when they realized they had lost a child. After a day of searching throughout the city of Jerusalem, they 

found Jesus sitting in the temple courts. Jesus, as a true human being, was learning of the Scriptures through questions and 

answers. Jesus did this as a true human being setting aside his divine power as true God. All the teachers of the law and temple 

priests, even Joseph and Mary, were amazed at Jesus’ wisdom and understanding of God’s Word.  

A Life of Perfect Love for His Parents 

But Jesus’ life of obedience didn’t stop there. He also displayed a perfect love for his earthly parents. When Mary and Joseph 

found Jesus in the temple Mary asked: SON, WHY HAVE YOU TREATED US LIKE THIS? YOUR FATHER AND I HAVE 

BEEN ANXIOUSLY SEARCHING FOR YOU. But Jesus respectfully replied to his mother: WHY WERE YOU 

SEARCHING FOR ME? DIDN’T YOU KNOW I HAD TO BE IN MY FATHER’S HOUSE? Jesus wanted his parents to 

know that the temple should have been the first place they looked for Jesus. Jesus came to be about his heavenly Father’s 

business. That’s the kind of life he came to live.  

My Father’s Business 

But what did Jesus mean when he said: I HAD TO BE IN MY FATHER’S HOUSE. What is the business of his heavenly 

Father?  Well, part of that business was being in the temple learning from the Word of God as a true human being. Part of that 

business was changing water into wine at Cana to show his power as true God. Part of that business was preaching and teaching 

in the temple courts the last week of his life. Part of that business was living a perfect life without ever sinning. Part of that 

business was dying on the cross for the sins of the world. The Scriptures record Jesus’ first words so that we might know what 



he came to do. He came to do what we could never do. He came to humbly live, perfectly obey and innocently die for your sins 

and mine. This kind of life brings great comfort to sinners like you and me. 

 

Now as a result of the life Jesus lived, his first words also tell us what kind of life we have in him.  

  

2. They tell about our life in Christ 

 

His Righteousness is Our Righteousness 

St. Paul wrote these words to the Galatians about the life Christ came to live,  “But when the time had fully come, God sent his 

son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, that we might have the full rights of sons” (4:4,5). From the 

first words of Jesus recorded in the Bible we witness him living under law. He obeyed the requirements of the law not for 

himself but for us. As true God, Jesus didn’t need to obey the law to attain righteousness. He was already pure and holy. But he 

chose to live a perfect life as a true human being because we needed a righteousness of our own.  

Our Failed Righteousness 

All too often our sinful nature will try to convince us that we can to some degree attain a righteousness before God. Sometimes 

we are tempted to think this way when we balance off our sins with our good deeds. If we do enough good deeds to make up for 

our sins, our conscience is temporarily appeased. Or may we are tempted to feel that because I frequently come to church and I 

always remembers to say my prayers that God is more pleased with me than all the other people that don’t come to church and 

pray like I do. Or maybe our sinful nature tries to find peace with a holy God in the fact that I have really tried hard, in fact I’ve 

tried my best, to do what god asked of me. Surely, God can’t ask any more of me if I’ve done my best. But at the end of the day 

after our sinful nature has tried all kinds of man-made solutions to the problem of sin, we still can’t shake God’s resounding 

truth, “All have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God” (Ro. 3:23). What righteousness can we present to a holy God as 

payment for our sin? Nothing! Absolutely nothing! Paul says to the Romans, “There is no one righteous, not even one” (3:10). 

His Righteousness Is Enough 

While we cannot provide ourselves with the righteousness necessary to stand before God, the first words of Jesus tell us that he 

has provided us with this most important and necessary righteousness. The Bible says, “Through the obedience of the one man 

the many will be made righteous” (Romans 5:19). When it comes to standing before God on Judgment Day with a reliance on 

my own actions and efforts to remove my sin, the looming question will be, “Have I done enough. Have I prayed enough? 

Have I tried hard enough? Have I been sincere enough? Have I missed a sin? But our comfort today comes from the first 

words of Jesus: DIDN’T YOU KNOW I HAD TO BE IN MY FATHER’S HOUSE; the business of saving souls from the fear 

of death and the punishment of hell? The perfect life of Christ takes away all fear and wondering. “Have I done enough for 

God? Have I missed something? Is there still something I must do?” To those questions God clearly answers, “No! Don’t 

worry! Christ came to live for you!” “Through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous”, is God’s 

promise in Christ. We are righteous in God’s sight because Jesus is our righteousness. 

It changes Everything 

This righteousness in Christ changes everything. It changes how we live as children of God in the light of his holy Word.  

 No longer are the Commandments of God seen as a burden but a blessing for our earthly and spiritual life. Being right 

with God in Christ changes our attitude toward God and his will for our life.  

 No longer do we see getting up for church on Sunday mornings as a burden or an obligation but a blessing and a desire. 

 No longer do we consider the time we spend in Bible Class and home Bible reading as a waste of time, but a blessing 

for our faith life in Christ. Being right with God also changes our attitude toward other people.  

 No longer do we see our parents as old fashioned and out of touch with the way young people live. Instead we see our 

parents as spiritual blessings from God who continue to direct us toward his saving Word of truth.  

 No longer do we see our spouse as a person with many flaws and shortcomings, but a person who brings blessings to 

our life and that of our family.  

 Being right with God in Christ changes how we look at other members of our congregation. No longer are we 

suspicious of their motives. But instead we see them serving their Lord with thankful hearts and godly motives.  

 Being right with God in Christ changes how we view the financial blessings we receive from God. No longer do we see 

the giving of our offerings as a burden. But instead we consider it a privilege and a blessing from God to give to him 

who first gave us so much in Christ.  Being right with God in Christ changes everything. It changes our attitude toward 

God and others from selfishness and self-centeredness to that of love and selfless giving. 

 

Such a change comes to us from the first words of Jesus ever recorded in the Bible: DIDN’T YOU KNOW I HAD TO BE 

ABOUT MY FATHER’S BUSINESS. As human parents, Mary and Joseph certainly needed to grow in their understanding of 

the many words Jesus spoke throughout his early life and his public ministry. May God’s Spirit move us to eagerly listen to the 

many words of Jesus and ponder them in our hearts  not just today but every day as we enter into a new year of God’s blessing 

and live each day in the light of his grace. Amen. 


