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The Contemplation after the Celebration 

Luke 2:25-40 
25 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the 

consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 
26 

It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 

would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 
27 

Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When 

the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, 
28 

Simeon took him in his 

arms and praised God, saying: 
29 

“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, 

    you may now dismiss your servant in peace. 
30 

For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31 

    which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: 
32 

a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

    and the glory of your people Israel.” 
33 

The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him.
34 

Then Simeon blessed them and said to 

Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will 

be spoken against, 
35 

so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul 

too.” 
36 

There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had lived 

with her husband seven years after her marriage, 
37 

and then was a widow until she was eighty-four.
 
She never left 

the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. 
38 

Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave 

thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. 
39 

When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee to their 

own town of Nazareth. 
40 

And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God 

was on him. 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus, 

 Here we are again, months of anticipation over. The gift buying, the present unwrapping done. The parts and 

songs you worked so hard to memorize or play for the special service are done. Relatives have packed up and gone home,  

the celebration is winding down. Soon the decorations will come down and, as if we needed another reminder that the 

winter doldrums are upon us, it’s 5 degrees outside. It can be a bit of a downer. In fact, if you would talk to psychologists, 

medical professionals, almost anyone who works with people, they would quickly tell you that people struggle with 

depression and feelings of hopelessness more this time of year than any other, but these quiet moments after the 

celebration, they don’t have to be a downer. In fact, for a Christian, they can be golden moments – time to contemplate 

not the celebration itself, but on the impact of what we celebrate – the coming of God’s promised savior, Jesus.   

 This morning we look to 4 people (two we know well, Mary and Joseph, and two that we maybe don’t know so 

well – Anna and Simeon) as examples of contemplation after the celebration. I assume you are all familiar with Mary and 

Joseph, but permit just a little aside on what they were doing. They made the trip to Jerusalem to have Jesus dedicated as 

the law of Moses required. That was not small thing to make the journey from Bethlehem, it’s just another reminder that 

Joseph and Mary were faithful to God. As Mary and Joseph carry out this requirement, we meet Simeon and Anna. So just  

who are these two characters? Simeon is described as a righteous and devout man who was waiting for God’s promised 

Messiah. Was he a temple worker? We don’t know. Was he a teacher? We don’t know. Was he old? We don’t know. But 

we do know that he had a reputation as a faithful believer, and we do know that God had made him a special promise that 

he would see the promised Savior before he died. Anna – we know a little more about her. She was old. She was a widow. 

She had made her home in the temple court and spent her time fasting and praying. In essence after her husband’s death, 

she had dedicated her life to serving God full-time. Like Simeon, she too was waiting for God’s Messiah.    

 We assume that they had been waiting a long time. In fact, it’s fair to say that the waiting had shaped – even 

defined – their lives up to this time. And now, finally, the waiting is over. God’s promised Messiah arrives. What a 

moment! Simeon takes him in his arms. Anna walks up and tells everyone she can who this child is. The waiting was 

over, but now what? This could have been a challenging transition for Anna and Simeon. Their routine would have to 

change at least a little bit. What was their purpose now?   

 While that was a day that I’m sure neither of them would ever forget, its passing wasn’t a downer for them. In 

fact, Anna and Simeon are examples of fruitful contemplation after the celebration. Simeon’s words show us that his mind 

was fixed on the security of a future home in heaven. 
29 

“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now 

dismiss your servant in peace. 
30 

For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31 

which you have prepared in the sight of all 

nations: 
32 

a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.” 



To put it simply, Simeon is saying, “Lord I am ready to die because I know that your Messiah means my future is secure.”  

And don’t overlook Mary and Joseph’s reaction. The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him.
 
 

First, Angel Gabriel’s visits, then the shepherds talking about an angel chorus and coming to worship the baby, now 

Simeon and Anna. And they just stopped and marveled – marveled at what God was doing. Opening the gates of heaven 

for both Jew and Gentile through this little baby. Wow!  

 But it wasn’t all pleasant news on that day. Simeon’s closing words offer another subject for contemplation after 

the celebration. He says to Mary, “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a 

sign that will be spoken against, 
35 

so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce 

your own soul too.” Ominous words, words that remind all of us that while heaven’s gates are now open, we will still 

endure hardships of a world tainted by sin until Jesus returns. Simeon’s words tell us the he was ready to go home, but 

that doesn’t mean he died that day. Anna was very old, but she may have lived well into her 90s. We don’t know how 

long they did live, but  however long they lived after, they had to deal with hardship. Mary and Joseph – soon they would 

have to flee to Egypt to avoid Herod’s attempts to kill the baby. Imagine what they felt on learning of the babies that were 

killed. Then the moving around. We assume at some point before Jesus’ ministry, Joseph died. And Mary of course 

witnessed the horror of watching her son be tortured and killed. While the future was secure, sometimes the present would 

be painful. That’s the hard part of the contemplation after the celebration – it’s maybe what sometimes leads to our own 

sadness. Loved ones pass away – struggles in the family – loneliness – spiritual apathy in the world. These aren’t going 

away this side of heaven – Simeon’s honest with us on that point because he wants us to be ready for these hardships 

when they come and not be surprised or think we’ve been abandoned. 

 Yet we see that Mary and Joseph don’t go away depressed, they go away ready to live each day focused on their 

purpose as children of God. We see Anna doing daily mission work – you might assume that now she would just relax and 

be ready to die. No, she’s busy telling everyone she can about Jesus. Simeon – we don’t know how long he lived, but we 

would assume that he continues to live as he has – a model of Christian living, an example for others to look up to and 

follow – a Christian leader. Mary and Joseph. They continue to carry out their role as Jesus’ parents – they care for him,  

they instruct him, they take him to the temple. They nurture him. They protect him.  

 So how about us? How can we use the examples of Mary, Joseph, Anna, and Simeon to help us in fruitful 

contemplation after our Christmas celebration? First, like Simeon, take time to contemplate your future security. 

Come what may, you have a home in heaven – a place where the decorations never come down. A place where the music 

never gets old and tiresome. A place where the reunion never ends. A celebration not tainted by hurts or sadness. That’s 

what’s coming. No one can steal it from you. Do you realize that we often sing Simeon’s words - part of the Sunday 

service we express Simeon’s security, whether old or young, we are ready for God to call us home. 

Remembering Simeon’s hard words, contemplate the reality that you need to be prepared for the hardship of a sin-

filled world. Yes, this is the part where reality can hit hard. But it’s important to remember so that we don’t miscast our 

God. God hasn’t promised us a permanent Christmas here. He has told us that there will be crosses to bear. There will be 

in 2018 just like there were in 2017 and years before. Our souls are pierced – but never like Jesus. His suffering and death 

means that our pains and sufferings will always be worth it because they are temporary. Is your illness getting worse? 

Maybe a return to chemo or radiation after a respite for the holidays? Was there a blow up at a family gathering? Is your 

job in limbo? Are you anxious about your return to school after the break? Maybe you’re not fitting in. Understand these 

hardships might not go away for some time, but they are worth enduring, because your future is secure. And with that in 

mind, like Anna, like Simeon, like Mary and Joseph, resolve to live your daily life with purpose. Parents, like Mary and 

Joseph, love and protect and teach your children, and remember, you – not the school, not the church, are their primary 

spiritual care givers – keep them close to Jesus. Like Anna, look for mission opportunities. Don’t be scared to share your 

faith – if an 80-year-old can do it, so can you. Like Simeon, be a role model and a Christian leader.  

 

This year as you spend some quite moments, as you put the decorations away, as you think on celebrations past, don’t let 

it be a downer! Remember Anna, Simeon, Mary and Joseph, and enjoy these moments of quiet contemplation secure in 

the future won for you by Jesus, prepared for the reality that there will be hardships, but ready and willing to live with 

daily purpose knowing that your efforts are worth it, confident of that second and permanent Christmas when the baby in 

the manger returns in all his glory to take us home. AMEN. 


