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Dear Fellow Believers in the Word made flesh, 

 

Words are important. What we say often times reveals what we are and who we are. The words we speak show what's in our 

hearts and on our minds. Words tell people what they need to know about us. Can you imagine what it would be like to function 

in society without words; at work, in the home, in our communities. God knew that words are important that’s why he gave us 

his Word. In the words of our Christmas Day text the Apostle John calls Jesus "the Word." Jesus, the Word, reveals to the world 

who he is, what’s in his heart and on his mind. But Jesus, the Word, is not just revealing who he is. No Jesus, the Word made 

flesh, is revealing to all the world who God is because John says “The Word” is God. That means that “The Word” made flesh 

in Jesus tells us who God really is, what’s in his heart and on his mind. The Word made flesh tells us what we need to know 

about God, his love, his power, his forgiveness. On this Christmas Day God wants us to be reminded how important words are 

for the greatest word of all is Jesus. Jesus – What a Word! It’s a word of flesh and blood, it’s a word of life and light. 

 

1. A word of flesh and blood 

 

In the Beginning 

As John begins his gospel he goes back in history further that any of the other gospel writers – Matthew, Mark and Luke. While 

their gospels begin with recorded time – the time of Isaiah, time of Abraham, the time of Adam, John’s gospel takes us back 

even before recorded time. John takes us to eternity. In his account of Jesus Christ, John’s gospel begins with the very same 

words that begin the first Book of the Bible, Genesis. Both books begin with the phrase, “In the beginning.” Genesis reads, “In 

the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” John’s gospel reads: IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD, AND 

THE WORD WAS WITH GOD, AND THE WORD WAS GOD. HE WAS WITH GOD IN THE BEGINNING. Yes, before 

the baby Jesus was born in Bethlehem, Jesus was. There was never a time when Jesus wasn’t there. Even before time was, Jesus 

was. In Eternity Jesus existed with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit from eternity. In eternity, Jesus was separate from 

the Father and the Holy Spirit. 

 

This was an important truth about Jesus in John’s day as it is still today. Some people then and even now doubt how this little 

baby could be more than a baby. In doing so they deny that Jesus is true God. Their reason tells them that God, the infinite God 

who could not be contained by the vastness of the universe, could in no way be embodied in a baby. They cannot fathom the 

fact that God, who is a spirit, could ever be contained in and revealed in a bodily form, let alone a baby. 

 

All Things Were Made 

But John has even more words to say about Jesus, the Word. THROUGH HIM ALL THINGS WERE MADE; WITHOUT 

HIM NOTHING WAS MADE THAT HAS BEEN MADE. These words tell us that Jesus made all things. He was not only 

there in the beginning at creation; He played an active part with the heavenly Father and the Holy Spirit in creating all things. 

Remember how Moses describes the creation account in Genesis chapter one: "And God said, ‘Let there be light!’”  What did 

God use to create the world – his Word. Jesus, as the Word of God, made the universe. And He continues to keep it going. In 

our epistle lesson for today we heard the writer to the Hebrews say about God, "He sustains all things by his powerful Word." 

Jesus is the force of the atom, the power of molecules, the master of all sciences. The Bible says that by Jesus "all things are 

held together." What a Word Jesus is! A Word to us from God!  A Word in flesh and blood. 

 

That Baby is Our God 

How important it is to remember this Word at Christmas time and every other time. That little Baby of flesh and blood in the 

manger is God of gods. That little Baby in the manger is the infinite, glorious, and majestic God. That little Baby in the manger 

is the Creator of the universe and the loving power that directs the individual lives all people. That little Baby in the manger is 

the One who gives us our bodies, our minds, our abilities, our talents, our strength, our personalities, our very breaths we take. 

That little Baby in the manger is my God and your God. 

 

Our God is That Baby 

Yet not only is that Baby in Bethlehem our God, but our God is that Baby. John says in our text: THE WORD BECAME 

FLESH AND MADE HIS DWELLING AMONG US. The point is that in Jesus, God himself came to earth, God himself came 

to live with sinners, God Himself came to eat and drink and breathe and experience the human condition. In Jesus, God himself 

came to experience life in all of its senses for us. So in Jesus God knows what it's like to feel hurt and pain and rejection and 

problems and trials. In Jesus God knows what it's like to experience loss in the face of death. In Jesus God knows what it's like 



to live and he knows what it's like to die. What a comfort that is for us in every situation we will ever face in life. No matter 

what it is, Jesus has been there, he has blazoned a path for us. He feels with us and experiences with us because God became a 

little Baby in a manger for us. 

 

2. A Word of light and life 

Jesus--What a Word! A Word of flesh and blood. But Jesus, the Word, has yet another message for us on this Christmas Day. 

Jesus is not only a Word of flesh and blood, but he is also a Word of light and life. 

 

Darkness and Death 

We live in a world of darkness and a world of death. Don't let the artificial merriment and the temporary “peace on earth” fool 

you. As soon as the Christmas season is done, people will be back doing their deeds of darkness and the grim reality of death 

will continue. Husbands and wives will continue to fight and argue. Families will continue to be broken. Struggles with 

interpersonal relationships will pick up just where they left off before the holidays. Gossip and back stabbing will not miss a 

beat at the work place. Exploiting others for one’s own personal or career advancement will again be common place. And 

obituaries will continue to appear in the paper. The worldly view of the Christmas season will not change anything in this world 

nor is it able to change anything in this world. All it does is cover up the real problems of spiritual death and the devil's darkness 

for a day or a season.    

 

It's not the event of Christmas but the message of Christmas that changes people in the world. Jesus is the Word of light and 

life. John says about Jesus: IN HIM WAS LIFE, AND THAT LIFE WAS THE LIGHT OF MANKIND. THE LIGHT SHINES 

IN THE DARKNESS, BUT THE DARKNESS HASN'T OVERCOME IT. 

 

Jesus is Life 

Jesus is the Word of life. Life is connection to God, and Jesus is that connection of life for us. Jesus said, "I am the Way and the 

Truth and the Life. No one comes to the Father except through me." He said, "I have come that they may have life, and have it 

to the full." Jesus came into this world as the Baby of Bethlehem so that he could die on the cross of Calvary. He gave up his 

life so that he could give life to us. And he rose again to life on Easter Sunday to prove that we too will rise from our graves. 

Jesus speaks to us a Word of life, because his whole purpose, his birth, his life, his death and his resurrection assure us that 

since Jesus is the Word of life we have spiritual life; the forgiveness of every sin, the promise and peace of living forever in 

heaven. Jesus is the Word of life. 

Jesus is Light 

Jesus is also the Word of light. Light scatters the darkness. Light makes it possible for us to see. Light shows something, reveals 

something, demonstrates something. Jesus is the Word of light because by seeing him, loving him, trusting him, following him 

we now know the one and only true God. Jesus, the Light of the world, lead us in place where we would never lead ourselves. 

He leads us into the light of his Word. “Your word lamp for my feet and a light for my path.” Jesus himself said, "I am the light 

of the world. Whoever follows me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life."  

 

For All People 

What a Word Jesus is! A Word of life and light. And not just for us Christians, but Jesus the Word, is intended for all people. 

John writes: THE TRUE LIGHT THAT GIVES LIGHT TO EVERYONE WAS COMING INTO THE WORLD. The Baby 

Jesus was born for all people. The Baby Jesus would die for all people. The Baby Jesus would rise again from the dead for all 

people. The Baby Jesus would forgive the sins of all people. There is no other valid religion in this world than Christianity. 

There is no other God but the Christian God. And Jesus is the Word of life and light to bring this Triune God to us. Jesus has 

spoken God's Word to the world.  

 

Words are important and the most important Word is Jesus. Jesus – What a Word! A Word of flesh and blood. A Word of Life 

and light. May God’s Holy Spirit keep each of us close to his Word not just at Christmas time but for all time. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


