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The Resurrection, It’s Transformational 

Acts 3:12-20 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

 When he walked into her 8th grade classroom she thought to herself, “I know this guy – he looks so familiar, but I 

just can’t place him.” When he reached out to shake hands and said, “Hello,” she immediately recognized the voice and 

she had to work to conceal her alarm. This had been the worst behaved student she had ever taught. Disrespectful, 

argumentative, bullied other students, suspended more times than she could count and finally, much to her relief, expelled.  

And now here he was towering over her at well over six feet tall with no one else around. But she could tell something 

had changed, and once he started talking, her fear was allayed. “Don’t worry,” he said, “I’m not that guy anymore!” And 

he proceeded to tell her about his job, his marriage and family, and ended it all by thanking her for putting up with him all 

those years ago, and before she could stop to think or censor herself, the words spilled out, “What happened?” she said. 

“What made you change?” The young man’s face became at the same time serious and sad. “My mother and my brother 

both died a couple of years after I went to school here. It really made me stop to think – I didn’t want to end up like them.  

My uncle and aunt took me in, helped me through a lot, kept me off of the streets and in school, and here I am.” 

 Stories of transformation intrigue us don’t they? When we encounter someone who has gone through a major 

change – who is significantly different now, than they once were, whether for good or for bad, we want to know how it 

happened. Why? Maybe their story will be helpful to us as we try to make a transformation, or maybe their stories will be 

helpful to us as we try to help someone else make a needed change. The bible is packed with stories of transformation.  

Today in our lesson from the book of Acts, we see one of the most amazing transformations recorded in the Bible. I’m 

talking about Peter.   

 Remember Peter? Let’s review: This is the guy who was always putting his foot in his mouth. This is the guy who 

walks out on the water to meet Jesus, but is more scared of the waves than he is confident in Jesus power, and he sinks.  

This is the guy who tried to tell Jesus that all this talk about death and suffering should cease – do you remember what 

Jesus said to him? “Away from me Satan!” This is the guy who was so bold as to think he is Jesus protector – cutting off 

the ear of the high priest’s servant. This is the guy who insists, “I will never leave you, Jesus, even if all the others do!”   

And what do we find him doing when Jesus is on trial? Calling down curses on himself swearing that he doesn’t even 

know Jesus. This is the guy who is so utterly broken and ashamed and worried if Jesus even has a use for him anymore.   

 So what do we find Peter doing in the verses before us today? Once again let’s review. He’s preaching in the 

temple courts in full view of those who had arrested and killed Jesus. Not only does he do this in full view of them, he 

points the finger at them! “You handed him over to be killed!” “You disowned him before Pilate!” “You disowned 

that Holy and Righteous One and asked that a murderer by released to you.” “You killed the author of life!” Really 

the same Peter who ran and hid, the same Peter who with the other 11 locked himself in a room so that no one could find 

them? Yes, the same one. Not only that, what had just happened? Why were people gathering around? By God’s power, 

he had just healed a man. This same guy who sank in the waves when Jesus was physically there? Yup – same guy! And 

does he take the credit? Well look what he says, “Why do you stare at us as if by our own power or godliness we made 

this man walk?...By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and know was made strong. It is Jesus’ 

name and the faith that comes through him that has completely healed him, as you can all see. Really? The same 

Peter who was so confident in his own ability and loyalty and then denied even knowing Jesus? That’s right! The same 

guy! And look how he puts it all together and articulates the message! “Now, fellow Israelites, I know that you acted in 

ignorance, as did your leaders. 18 But this is how God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the 

prophets, saying that his Messiah would suffer. 19 Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped 

out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, 20 and that he may send the Messiah, who has been 

appointed for you—even Jesus. Whoa hold on, this is the same guy who just didn’t seem to get what Jesus meant when 

he talked about his kingdom? This is one of the guys who was hoping Jesus would give him a position of power in a great 

new political empire? The same!    

 So what happened? What transformed Peter? Well we don’t have to guess, he tells us. The God of Abraham, 

Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus. You handed him over to be killed, and you 

disowned him before Pilate, though he had decided to let him go. 14 You disowned the Holy and Righteous 

One and asked that a murderer be released to you. 15 You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the 

dead. We are witnesses of this. So what transformed Peter? The resurrection of Jesus! When Jesus rose from the dead, 

finally it all clicked! It all made sense for Peter.   

 What transformed Peter from a confused follower to a confident teacher? It was Jesus resurrection which put 

Peter in a place where it all made sense to him and where he finally grasps who Jesus the messiah is, and what that means 

for him and others. Peter could finally put to rest the idea of a political Jesus, a Jesus who would establish a new 

government in Israel. Knowing and seeing a risen Jesus put Peter in a place where he could finally understand how a 



suffering and dying Jesus was not weak or a failure, but a necessity – it truly had to happen to pay the debt sinners owe 

God. His words to Pilate cemented the reality of a kingdom that was coming when, because of his sacrifice and 

resurrection, his followers would join him in a new kingdom in a new place, heaven.   

 What transformed Peter from arrogance to humble service? The resurrection. Peter couldn’t do a thing to stop the 

killing of Jesus or to protect him – and maybe that seemed like a failure to Peter at the time, but Jesus rising from the dead 

proved otherwise. Jesus didn’t need protecting. Jesus didn’t need Peter’s power and might to help him along. Jesus had 

power over everything including death. Now Peter relied on that power instead of trying to prove to the world how 

powerful and important he was. 

 What transformed Peter from being ashamed of Jesus to his loyal unapologizing spokesman? From one who 

denied him to one who was willing to confront a crowd that far outnumbered the him, to look those who shouted 

“Crucify!” in the eye and say – “You killed the author of life?” Jesus’ resurrection. Gone was the presupposition, “I’ve 

got to keep myself safe so that I can claim power in Jesus’ new kingdom.” Gone was the fear that danger might mean 

death, and death was just too horrible to think about. Peter understood that he need not fear death – that the worst that 

people might intend for him, would actually result in a most blessed end for him. A place at his savior’s side. Death 

couldn’t hold Jesus in the grave. And Jesus promised that it would not hold Peter either! Why worry about what the crowd 

might do? They needed to hear it – which leads to the next point.   

 What transformed Peter from one who hated the enemies of Jesus to one who saw them as souls to be reached for 

Jesus? Where did he get such missionary zeal – that he would not just go out and confront those who did the unthinkable 

and killed not just an innocent man, but God’s messiah – but that he would do so in order to share with them the 

forgiveness and future in heaven that was his? Once again it was Jesus’ resurrection. The risen Jesus didn’t stalk Peter and 

crush him for his failures and denials. The risen Jesus didn’t disown Peter as Peter had disowned him. The risen Jesus said 

to Peter – “Feed my Lambs, Feed my Sheep!” In sharing the message Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins 

may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, 
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and that he may send the Messiah, who has 

been appointed for you—even Jesus. He is doing nothing more than sharing the spoils of Jesus’ resurrection with others, 

just as Jesus had shared them with him. Because of the resurrection, Peter is a man who had found death’s cure and cannot 

wait to share it with others. 

 What transformed Peter to, where if you would have known him in the days before Jesus’ death and then met him 

again a year later, you would have said, “What happened?” Plain and simple – it’s Jesus’ resurrection. And that same 

resurrection still has the power to transform people today!   

 It still transforms us. And yes, we still need transforming! Remember something, Peter’s transformation wasn’t 

compete until he went to his Savior’s side in heaven. Peter was still a sinner even after the resurrection. But each day, he 

could go back to that moment for the power and confidence to struggle on. We are no different. Ongoing transformation is 

a necessary part of a Christian’s life. There is plenty of Peter in all of us. The Peter that misunderstands who Jesus really 

is, and looks to him as a genie in a bottle ready to grant our next wish. The Peter that wants to hide our relationship with 

Jesus when we are alone with friends or outside the view of the pastor or the congregation members. The Peter doesn’t 

really care about the lost or sees them more as enemy than as a prisoner of Satan.   

 What will transform us when even though we know better – we find ourselves looking to Jesus more than 

anything as someone who can provide the things which make this life enjoyable – health, wealth, friends, family? The 

resurrection. It takes us back to the bottom line – Jesus came to deliver us from this imperfect world, not to deliver a 

perfect world to us here.  

 What will transform us when we are scared and ashamed of Jesus because it might cost us some earthly comfort 

or status? The resurrection! If Jesus is powerful enough to overcome death, we can be confident that he will deliver us 

from whatever harm or hardship this world throws in our path, even if it brings pain or discomfort now. 

 What will transform us when we foster what some call a castle mentality? God’s church is this castle, where those 

who know him and love him and follow him come and fight off all the enemies and bad people who are on the outside and 

keep them away from our children, to those who see the lost as, well, lost. Souls whom Jesus died for just like us. Souls 

whom Jesus wants in heaven, just like us. One more time the resurrection, where we are confronted with a Jesus who died 

and rose for all – even those who shouted crucify! Don’t believe it can happen to the Muslim, or atheist, the abortion 

advocate, the Christian hater? God did it with Peter, God did it with Paul. God did it with you! God did it with me! The 

power of the resurrection never loses its effectiveness! It always has been, and always will be transformational. AMEN. 

 


