
Text:   John 14:1-14  

Theme: Getting to Know God…It’s Simpler than You Think 

Date:   May 6, 2018 (Easter 5A) 

 

In the Name of Christ Jesus, Dear Christians, 

 

Do you know God? Do you want to know God better? How can you get to know God better? These are some pretty big 

questions. Maybe you have heard people ask other questions like “Where is God found?” “How does God reveal himself?” 

“Can anyone really know God?” For many people, the thought of getting to know God might seem overwhelming or 

intimidating. Some people spend their whole lives searching in order to truly find God, and come up empty; not because of a 

lack of effort, but because they are not looking for God in the right place.  

 

The Disciples 

If there was any group of people who should have known God and known him well, it was Jesus’ own disciples. By the time of 

our Gospel reading today, the disciples had been with Jesus day in and day out for nearly three years. They ate with him, walked 

with him, and talked with him. They listened to him teach and witnessed him heal. Yet, even after all this time, the disciples 

didn’t seem very confident in their knowledge of God. They were nervous because Jesus had told them that the time for him to 

leave was very near and they didn’t know what they were going to do. Jesus knew their fears and wanted to calm them so he 

said to them, DO NOT LET YOUR HEARTS BE TROUBLED. TRUST IN GOD; TRUST ALSO IN ME. IN MY FATHER'S 

HOUSE ARE MANY ROOMS; IF IT WERE NOT SO, I WOULD HAVE TOLD YOU. I AM GOING THERE TO 

PREPARE A PLACE FOR YOU. AND IF I GO AND PREPARE A PLACE FOR YOU, I WILL COME BACK AND TAKE 

YOU TO BE WITH ME THAT YOU ALSO MAY BE WHERE I AM. YOU KNOW THE WAY TO THE PLACE WHERE I 

AM GOING. Jesus wasn’t leaving them for good. He was going to prepare a place for them in heaven. And one day, he would 

come and take each and every one of them to be with him. These words should have provided great comfort. But the disciples 

were still uneasy. 

Thomas 

Not surprisingly, Thomas spoke up. He’s the same Thomas who would later doubt the Savior’s resurrection until he saw him 

with his own eyes. Thomas then said, LORD, WE DON’T KNOW WHERE YOU ARE GOING, SO HOW CAN WE KNOW 

THE WAY? Thomas was so concerned that he would not know where to find God, that he looked right past the obvious. He 

looked right past the Savior, who was standing in front of him. It couldn’t be that easy. There had to be something more 

difficult, some deeper knowledge, some steeper path to climb to get to God. It’s as though Thomas thought Jesus had been 

holding out on them somehow. "Just tell us the way, Jesus!" 

 

Philip 

And even when Jesus made it so clear for them, saying I AM THE WAY, the disciples were not satisfied. This time Philip 

spoke up. He wanted something more from Jesus—some added assurance before Jesus left them. And so he said to Jesus, 

LORD, SHOW US THE FATHER, AND THAT WILL BE ENOUGH FOR US. Of course, the irony of his statement is that 

Jesus had been showing them the Father all along. They just couldn’t see it or accept it. The disciples thought they needed 

something more. They wanted to make their spiritual life and their path to heaven more complicated than it needed to be. 

 

Us 

Do people today sometimes see the pathway to God as something difficult and complicated? Do we?  I have heard more than 

one person tell me, "There’s so much stuff in the Bible. How can I begin to know who God really is?" And just when you think 

you might have a grasp on who God is, something happens in your life that just shakes your world – a loss of a job, the sudden 

death of a spouse or a parent, a relationship that fell apart over a simple misunderstanding. Or maybe you feel that your 

knowledge about God is shaken when you hear about the senselessness of the recent school shootings, or the ambushing of our 

military personnel or law enforcement officers. How are we supposed to make sense of that? Suddenly, knowing who God is 

doesn’t seem very easy any more. At times like these and others we may wish we had a closer relationship with God, but 

sometimes such relationship seems so distant. We may say to ourselves, "It would be nice to have a faith like others who seem 

to never waiver and have the right answers to all the difficult questions. But that’s just not going to happen for me. I wouldn’t 

even know where to start." And so instead of picking up our Bibles and growing in faith, the temptation is to just leave them on 

the shelf in despair. And instead of growing closer to God, our faith seems to slip further and further from God’s promises. It’s 

not that we lack the desire to know God better, but sometimes we just need to be pointed in the right direction. 

 

Jesus gives direction to his disciples 

This is what Jesus gave to the disciples as they questioned him about the way to God—direction. And the direction pointed right 

to himself. Jesus knew that his disciples were looking for the way to God. Jesus was there to tell them in no uncertain terms,   



I AM THE WAY, THE TRUTH AND THE LIFE. NO ONE COMES TO THE FATHER, EXCEPT THROUGH ME. The 

disciples had the way to the Father—the way to heaven—standing right there with them. If they were so intent on seeing the 

Father, they needed only to look more closely at Jesus. All they wanted to know about God, they could learn from watching 

Jesus. As Jesus said, ANYONE WHO HAS SEEN ME, HAS SEEN THE FATHER.  Jesus was more than a good man or a 

learned teacher, he was and is true God—one with the Father and Holy Spirit. The disciples had proof after proof of Jesus’ 

divinity. They had seen him turn water into wine, feed the five thousand, and even raise Lazarus from the dead. As they 

watched these miracles, they were watching the power of God the Father Almighty. What more did they need? Nothing! They 

had Jesus. 

 

Look to Jesus to know God 

Do you want to know more about God? Do you want a closer relationship with the One who created you, the One who paid for 

all your sins, the One who actively guides and protects you every Day? Do you want to have a faith that does not shrink but 

keeps growing and growing? Then look at Jesus. He is the way, the truth and the life. It is that simple. If you want to know 

about God’s amazing love, just watch Jesus unselfishly go to the cross to pay for the sins of the world. If you want to know 

about God’s mercy and forgiveness, just watch Jesus work among the outcasts of society, the poor, the weak and the lame. 

Listen to his words of forgiveness to the dying thief on the cross, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.” 

Everything you ever wanted to know about God can be found in Jesus because Jesus is God. 

 

Sometimes we smile when the children come up front for the children’s message and they answer "Jesus" for every question 

that the pastor may ask. But maybe they are really on to something. Who is the one who has given us life even though we 

deserve death? Jesus! Who is the one who gives us the strength to get up each morning to serve our family, to go to our jobs, to 

serve our neighbors and others? Jesus! Who is the one who gives us hope for a future when all we seem to see is failing or 

struggling health issues, when all we see is fractured relationships, who is the one who gives us hope as we struggle to make 

financial ends meet? Jesus! And Only Jesus! Jesus is the one who promises, “I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 

Jesus is the one who assures us, “I know the plans I have for you, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you 

hope and a future.” Jesus is the one who encourages us to pray for his help, “Cast all your anxieties on him because he cares 

for you.”   

 

Get to know Jesus better 

Jesus makes it so simple. If we want to know the path to a deeper and meaningful relationship with God, just get to know Jesus 

better. How do we do that? That’s also not as difficult as we might think. We have a whole book about him—it’s called the 

Bible. Every week here at Faith Lutheran Church we have at least four Bible classes and four worship services to hear and learn 

more about Jesus.  Every day we have the freedom to read and study our Bibles at home. We learn about Jesus’ life when we 

study the Gospels – Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. The entire story of the Old Testament is about Jesus as we learn how God 

faithfully preserved his people so that Jesus could come to this earth at just the right time. And what about those letters in the 

New Testament written by the apostles – Romans, 1&2 Corinthians, and others? They are also about Jesus—how the 

forgiveness that Jesus won for us changes how we live every day of our lives. And there’s more! Jesus comes to us not just in 

his revealed Word but he also comes to us in bread and wine with his body and blood in Holy Communion. How much closer of 

a relationship with God can you have than that which he has already provided? 

 

When you know Jesus you show Jesus 

And as you get to know Jesus better and better, an amazing thing happens. You start to show Jesus better and better. Jesus said 

to his disciples: I TELL YOU THE TRUTH, ANYONE WHO HAS FAITH IN ME WILL DO WHAT I HAVE BEEN 

DOING. HE WILL DO EVEN GREATER THINGS THAN THESE, BECAUSE I AM GOING TO THE FATHER. AND I 

WILL DO WHATEVER YOU ASK IN MY NAME, SO THAT THE SON MAY BRING GLORY TO THE FATHER. Jesus 

has chosen us to be his instruments to carry his name out into the world. And so we ask Jesus to do great things though us—

things such as forgiving a neighbor, sharing the gospel with a friend, or showing mercy on someone in a less fortunate situation 

than we are. Who is it in your life that needs/wants to know God better? You can show them Jesus because you know Jesus. 

Having the grace and the power to show Jesus to someone else is not something we do on our own.  But Jesus gives us the 

power to do so as we come humbly before our Father in prayer. 

 

While the world may have many different ways to know God, Jesus makes it clear that he and the Father are one. It is for this 

reason then that Jesus has the power to say, I AM THE WAY, THE TRUTH AND THE LIFE. May God’s Spirit grant us the 

grace to know Jesus better everyday so that we may also be God’s instruments to show Jesus to a world that needs him just as 

much as we do. To God alone be the glory! Amen.    

 
 


