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Don’t Let God’s Gifts Lose Their Luster 

2 Thessalonians 2:13-17 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 He was cleaning up a tree that had fallen in the yard and it was taking forever. His wife came out to give him a 

hand and he commented, “I could have been done with this in 2 hours if I had a chainsaw!” His wife filed the comment 

away, and that Christmas, under the tree was a shiny new chainsaw. He was super-excited as he opened the gift and he 

thanked his wife for being so thoughtful. A few days later, he used the saw to cut up some of the logs that remained from 

the fallen tree that summer. And then it sat. He could have used it on a small tree that had fallen down in spring, but he 

figured it would be a hassle to get it oiled up and new gas in it, so he used a hand saw. He knew he should tune it and get 

the chain sharpened, but it was a busy fall. Two years later, a bigger tree fell; he searched for the saw and found the case 

empty except for the mouse nest inside. After searching in a few more places, he found it just where he had hastily 

dropped it after sawing up the first few logs right after he got it. The chain was rusty, the saw had no gas, and the handle 

has been chewed up by mice. His gift had lost its luster. Has anything like that ever happened to you? You receive a 

wonderful, helpful gift, but due to neglect, you end up without it when you really need it? The winter jacket that you 

discover in the attic in spring - the new game that you find still in its plastic wrap when you clean out the closet? 

 How about God’s gifts? Does it ever happen that after a time of celebrating them – really appreciating them, we 

set them aside to gather dust, so to speak, and risking being without them when we need them the most? I think it’s fair to 

say that this can be a time of year when we are at risk. Think back a few weeks – we were at church 2, 3, maybe even 4 

times in a week. Advent and the Christmas season really did help us put our focus back on God’s gifts: That baby who 

was really God himself come to live and die for us. We sang the songs of the angels – “Gloria in Excelsis Deo” -

reminding us that we will sing with them in heaven one day. We gathered with so many of our brothers and sisters in the 

faith – caught up with them, drew encouragement from them, sang with them, prayed with them. We spent time in God’s 

house on New Year’s Eve and we looked back and we gave thanks for the blessings of 2017, and we took time to think on 

the coming year and were reminded how we can count on God to be with us again in 2018. But now, the winter season, 

cold and messy weather, the NFL playoffs and super bowl, college, high school, and grade school basketball in full force, 

choral and music competitions are fast approaching, tax season is right around the corner, trips to warm places, the pace 

picks up at work, and we find ourselves putting God’s gifts down and maybe not quite remembering where. We don’t 

think so much about that baby anymore and the completion of his mission to rescue us from hell – after all, we put the 

nativity scene away. We don’t reflect on how God has blessed us last year or even yesterday – there’s not enough time.  

We don’t gather with and encourage our brothers and sisters in Christ as much, we went to the big services already – 

besides, Lent and Easter are right around the corner. We don’t think about joining the angels in heaven one day – there is 

too much to do and think about right here and now. It’s so easy to become distracted and let God’s gifts lose their luster.   

 That’s what God through his apostle Paul was guarding against in the portion of his letter to the congregation at 

Thessalonica which we study today. 2 Thessalonians 2:13-17 
13

But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers 

and sisters loved by the Lord, because God chose you as firstfruits to be saved through the sanctifying work of the 

Spirit and through belief in the truth. 
14

He called you to this through our gospel, that you might share in the glory 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
15

So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the teachings we passed on to 

you, whether by word of mouth or by letter. 
16

May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved 

us and by his grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, 
17

encourage your hearts and strengthen you in 

every good deed and word. 

 The congregation at Thessalonica was a young one with many very new to the Christian faith, but as quickly and 

wholeheartedly as they had embraced the message of a life after this one given to them as a gift, paid for by the death of 

Jesus, some were now becoming distracted. Some were distracted by new and interesting personalities – powerful 

speakers, charismatic leaders, but leaders who twisted and changed the teachings of Jesus and the way to eternal life, 

distracted by the day-to-day routine of life – after all, Paul had said the Jesus was coming back, and years had gone by 

now – “I guess this teaching about life after death, forgiveness and judgment isn’t so urgent after all!” So what does Paul 

do? First he puts their focus back on the value of God’s gifts to them. God chose you as firstfruits to be saved through 

the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth. 
14

He called you to this through our gospel, that 

you might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. “Look around you,” Paul is saying. “Of the hundreds of 

thousands in this bustling city, God brought the certainty of life after death to you! He brought his good news to you! He 

came to you and changed your heart. And he is waiting to give his gift of Jesus’ glory – a flawless body and mind, a home 

with a permanent perfect climate and the best friends and neighbors you could ever dream of. A place with no problems or 

complaints. Compare that to what you have now! Is the business and reward and blessing of now really worth casting 

these gifts to the side?”   



 Then he encourages them to hold on to these gifts (stand firm) he says. And he is very specific in his instructions 

as to how to stand firm. He says, “Hold fast to the teachings we passed on to you, whether by word of mouth or by 

letter.” How would the Thessalonians resist the urge to follow the popular new charismatic preacher who claimed that he 

had the secret truths that could make you a special and higher level Christian? Hold on to the teaching that God had 

revealed in the book of Romans chapter 3: “There is no difference! All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

but all are justified freely be the redemption that came through Jesus’ blood.” How could the Thessalonians resist 

the urge to fall back into the patterns of life that they had been comfortable with before they knew Jesus? Hold on to the 

teaching that God had revealed in the book of I Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new  

creation. The old has passed away. The new has come! How could the Thessalonians overcome the anxiety they felt 

when a teacher from somewhere else would come and tell them that their place in heaven was in doubt because they 

didn’t celebrate on the correct day, or didn’t eat the right foods? Hold on to the teaching that God had revealed in the book 

of Colossians: Therefore do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, 

a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day. These are a shadow of the things to come, the reality is found in Christ.  

How could the Thessalonians stop God’s gifts from losing their luster? By holding fast to the Bible’s teaching – digging 

into the scriptures.    

 How can we make sure God’s gifts don’t lose their luster for us? The same way. We hold fast to the teachings of 

the Bible. How can we keep from getting lax in our time in God’s house being fed from the scriptures and being there to 

encourage our brothers and sisters in Christ so that they don’t neglect God’s gifts? Hold fast to the teaching of Hebrews 

10:25 Let us not give up meeting together as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage each other and all 

the more as you see the day approaching. How can the high school senior or college student keep from buying into the 

lie that they have been sheltered and lied to by their pastors and teachers and parents and now are finally free to think and 

choose the real truth? Hold fast to the teaching in 2
nd

 Peter where God predicts their so-called wisdom. They will say, 

“Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? Ever since our ancestors died, everything goes on as it has since the 

beginning of creation.” 
5
But they deliberately forget that long ago by God’s word the heavens came into being and 

the earth was formed out of water and by water. How can the empty nester frustrated and heartsick as they see their 

grown children struggling or rejecting Christ keep from drifting away from the faith themselves? Go to Romans and listen 

to Paul minister in the hope that still God might enable his relatives to see what they were missing and come back to the 

faith. But one thing is absolutely vital for any of us to hold fast to God’s teachings. We need to be in the scriptures. The 

only way that God’s words are going to make a difference for you and for me in those challenging situations we face each 

day is if we are listening to what God has to say and have his words at our finger tips and committed to our minds. Have 

you heard that before? Have any of the other pastors said that from the front of this church before? Yes! Over and over! 

Why do we keep saying it? Because we need to hear it ourselves, and because we know that everyone here needs to hear it 

because it is a constant battle and challenge to actually do it, isn’t it? Who’s trying to stop us? Satan. Why? If he can get 

us to avoid God’s words, he knows that it’s just like putting down your shield in a sword fight.   

 So what are your plans this year? What will you do to make sure that you are regularly – daily – in the scriptures?  

Did you know that we provide “Through the Bible in Three Years” bible reading guides each week in our narthex?” 

Maybe this is a good year to try one out. There are ‘through the bible in a year’ bibles with calendars – that’s an idea. Try 

a bible podcast as you drive to and from work – there are lots of them. Moms and dads with kids in school – have you 

ever considered learning the memory work that your child does that week or reviewing it to see if you still have it 

committed to memory from your grade school years? When’s the last time you came to a Bible class? We’re going 

through the Old Testament Kings right now on Sunday mornings. Our basic teaching class will begin on Monday nights in 

February. However you do it – just do it. You won’t be sorry – in fact, you’ll be stronger. And God’s gifts to you will 

shine more brightly than they ever have. In fact, that’s what Paul reveals as he shares a prayer asking for God’s promised 

result when we hold fast to his teachings, he prays: 
16

May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who 

loved us and by his grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, 17
encourage your hearts and strengthen 

you in every good deed and word. That’s my prayer for you, too. That you would hold fast to God’s teachings, that you 

would dig each day into the scriptures, that for you God’s gifts will never lose their luster. AMEN. 
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