
Epiphany 3a         Pastor M. Weigand                      1/22/2017 

We’ve Received an Abundance so that we can Give in Abundance 

2 Corinthians 9:10-12 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Have you ever considered how blessed we are to live here? One news organization framed it this way: In Ethiopia: People 

often have to walk four to five miles per day to get something as simple as water for their families. In North Korea: 

Owning a Bible can get you executed or deported to a labor camp. In Pakistan: Since January of 2014, there have been 

over 200 reported terrorist attacks. In Egypt: Liking a Christianity-themed Facebook page is grounds for six years in 

prison. In Afghanistan: Child-forced marriages are commonplace. In Chad, life expectancy is 49 years. In Iran: Facebook, 

Twitter and YouTube are banned. In Cuba: A street sweeper makes an average of $19 USD per month, while a brain 

surgeon brings in $22 USD per month. On the other hand, here in Fond du Lac, the median household income is about 

$58,000 per year.  If you multiply that by the 500 households that attend Faith Church regularly, that’s $29,000,000 per 

year!  We live in relative peace and safety. We can surf the web and share our likes and dislikes freely. We choose who 

we will marry if we marry at all. And the blessings go far beyond material things don’t they? I look out and what do I see?   

Families!—moms, dads, grandkids—sure some have endured divorce or death. Still consider how blessed you are to have 

the family that you do. Parents that care and listen, grandparents the come and watch your games or recitals. Or how about 

the blessings of our church and school? We had an orchestra on Christmas Day, a harp play on New Year’s Eve, we have 

multiple choirs, multiple pastors, numerous Bible studies and small groups. Our school enrolment is nearing 200 students 

in grades K-8. As we gather this weekend, how could we not agree that God has given us an abundance? And I still 

haven’t gotten to the biggest blessing we all share. Even if everything else that I talked about was taken away—the 

income, the freedom, the health benefits, the safety, the education, the music and choirs—we would still have the most 

valuable possession that any of us has ever had. Each of us has a home waiting for us in heaven because each of us had a 

Savior who loved us unconditionally. He gave us his life, he gave his life in death. He adopted us into his family and has 

kept us safely here, waiting for the day when we get to go to our real and permanent home. Those truly are our most 

abundant gifts.  

 But if that doesn’t mean that the material blessings are unimportant. In fact, there is a connection between these 

blessings and that greatest blessing: heaven. In the words before us this morning, God helps us to see that connection 

through his Apostle Paul as he writes to the Christians in Corinth. 2 Corinthians 9:10-12  10 Now he who supplies seed 

to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your 

righteousness. 11 You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us 

your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 12 This service that you perform is not only supplying the 

needs of the Lord’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. 

 Like us, the Corinthians were blessed to overflowing. They lived in a modern port city. They had material wealth.  

It seems that they had a large congregation with multiple workers, and though they had to wade through their fair share of 

problems, the Corinthian Christians were truly blessed. In fact many of them were adult converts and truly had been 

snatched off of the path to hell midway through life. Still, like us, they often struggled to see the connection between the 

material wealth God had given them, and the gift of heaven that waited for them. Paul was writing these words to address 

a problem. The Corinthians had promised to give a significant financial gift to help some fellow Christians who were in 

need, but they had been tentative in following through. Why? Was it because they didn’t have the resources to do it?  

Clearly that wasn’t the case. So why were they reluctant to give? I would imagine they struggled with the exact same 

struggles that we do when it comes to parting with wealth. I imagine that if we could look into the minds and hearts—or 

listen to the words of the Corinthians—we might hear expressions such as… “What’s in it for me?” “Why are we sending 

this money to a faraway place when there are people here who need help?” “How can I be sure that the money will be 

wisely spent?” “I’ve got a family to take care of!” “I’ve got a lot of others things I need to take care of!” “The economy 

isn’t so hot!”   

 And so Paul takes time to review the fundamentals of wealth and stewardship and their relationship with the 

greater gifts of forgiveness and eternal life. What does he do first? He reminds them where they got their wealth. Who is 

the “he” who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food? It’s God. It’s not the farmer or the banker, or (you name the 

occupation) that is the source of wealth – it’s God! Boy isn’t that easy to forget? When I make a deposit, or read the pay 

stub, how often do I remember or acknowledge – “This is from God!” Then he reminds them why God gives them what 

he does. (he) will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your 

righteousness. 11 You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us 

your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 12 This service that you perform is not only supplying the 

needs of the Lord’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. He’s saying to the 

Corinthians, “Look, we’ve received an abundance so that we can give in abundance. Why? Two things: so that the needs 

of God’s people are met, and so that more and more people overflow in their expressions of thanks to God – in their 



service. I like to call it the stewardship snowball. God supplies each Christian with some degree of wealth in order to 

allow them to be generous to others, to use it to share the message of the home in heaven that Jesus won - to send 

missionaries, to send and train pastors and teachers and evangelists, and to help people with their material needs, too. And 

he says, “Trust me! As you do this, I will keep supplying more for you so that you can continue to be generous to others, 

and then as I bring others into my family through your generosity, they will start using the wealth I give to be generous to 

others.” And the snowball starts rolling and it keeps getting bigger until – well until we stop trusting the giver. Until those 

little phrases start popping up again. “What’s in it for me?” “How come the other guy isn’t giving his share?” “It just can’t 

be done!” “How can I be sure my gift won’t be wasted?” “I’ve got too many other things to worry about and pay for!”  

Each of these phrases is a little different, but fundamentally they are the same – they show that we don’t really trust the 

giver to do what he says. (he) will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your 

righteousness. God says that – not Pastor Weigand, not the stewardship committee – these are God’s words.  

 And do you know what? We’ve experienced the truth in these words. Yes, we have. How else can you explain the 

snowball of ministry that is Faith Congregation? Let’s walk through the history. In 1946, a handful of people hold the first 

service at what was called “The Lutheran East Side Mission.” In 1948, just two years later, they build a basement chapel 

on Johnson Street. Only 13 years later, the congregation growing, they built the church on Johnson Street and at the same 

time open a school with 59 children. Twelve years later, seeing how God was continuing to bless them, they purchased the 

land on which we are currently worshipping. Ten years later, they built a school here, and in 1995, the sanctuary where we 

now sit and more classrooms. And on top of that, during that period they added a second pastor and doubled the size of 

the faculty. Thirteen years later, they added a third pastor, and 6 years later a preschool. So how does a little group 

meeting at a funeral home become a congregation of over 1600 with 220 children in school and preschool and a staff of 

11 teachers, 3 pastors and numerous auxiliary staff? It was just God keeping has promise. He kept on supplying 

generously, and when his people trusted and with their gifts supported the ministry even when it seemed a dream that 

couldn’t ever happen, God did what he said he would do. He enlarged the harvest of righteousness and the generous 

thanks of his people continued to overflow. Now was it always easy? Tell me, those who were here during the move – 

how easy is it leave the building where you were married and you children baptized? Tell me faculty and staff how easy is 

it to teach a different grade almost every year and to constantly have to move your classroom? Tell me those of you who 

were leaders, how easy was it to convince your brothers and sisters that this was the right thing to do, that this was even 

possible? Tell me all of you – how easy is it for generous offerings to flow freely from our hearts? It’s difficult isn’t it – 

sin is always right there with us!   

 So here we are today – 2017. God has filled us up – first and foremost with his promise of life in heaven. But he’s 

also filled up our school and our campus. We are receiving calls inquiring about our church and school at least weekly.  

There are days where literally every room in this building, including this room and closet space, are being used! We could 

sit back and without too much effort just keep it all going – a full school. With relatively stable finances, we’d be OK – or 

would we? Is that what God has in mind? No. Just as he’s allowed us to overflow, he wants our generosity to continue to 

overflow to others. He wants the snowball to keep on rolling. Will that be easy? Of course not. Our annual ministry 

expenses are 1.47 million in 2017. A big number – yet do you remember how blessed we are? If we are an average 

representation of Fond du Lac, and I think we are – there’s that $29 million God has supplied to those who worship here 

regularly. It would take roughly 5% of God’s gifts to us who worship here regularly just to keep up with the work which 

God has blessed us with. Another way to look at it is: that’s $57 per week. Then to think of adding the cost of building 

and eventually increased staff along with it? What comes to mind as I throw these number out there? “What’s in it for 

me?” “How come the other guy isn’t giving his share?” “Pastor you talked too much about money today!” “That’s just 

impossible!” How about this instead: God will supply what we need to continue to be generous. And make it personal – 

God will supply me with what I need to be generous. Then let’s start with your planned ministry. Sit down with your 

family and plan this year’s gifts to God’s work. Let’s have this be the year that our regular offerings cover our expenses so 

that we can use our special gifts to future expansion. Give generously as God gave generously and trust that God will use 

it to move others. Then the generosity snowball will keep on rolling and more people will have a chance to possess the 

thing that matters most – a home in heaven. Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also 

supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be 

enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in 

thanksgiving to God. 12 This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s people but is 

also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. 

 

We’ve Received an Abundance so that we can Give in Abundance! AMEN 
 

 


