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 What is Lent? Why do we Lutherans have special services                                                   

during Lent? Such questions are often asked, and justifiably so, since 

many people have heard of our Lenten practices, but have had no 

opportunity to learn of their purpose and meaning. 

Lent comes from an Anglo-Saxon word lencten meaning spring. Lasting 

47 days (including Sundays), the season of Lent begins with Ash 

Wednesday (February 14) and ends with Easter (April 1). The Lenten season focuses our attention on 

the passion and suffering of Jesus Christ and prepares our hearts for the glorious resurrection from the 

dead. Christ’s life, death, and resurrection are at the very heart of the Bible’s message of salvation in 

heaven. The season of Lent allows us to focus on Christ’s death and resurrection which make all the 

difference between life and death. 

If we do not observe Lent, we rob ourselves of a glorious opportunity to draw closer to our Savior and 

to strengthen our faith in him. During this period of time it is not usually our custom to deny ourselves 

certain foods (although some may wish to do so), but we do say NO to those things that might hinder us 

from attending our midweek Lenten service (Wednesdays at 3:30 & 

6:30pm). Our human nature would prefer to do other things that would 

lead us away from the house of God on any given Wednesday 

afternoon or evening. But the spiritual blessing we receive from our 

God moves us to want to hear about his message of love and 

forgiveness for sinners. 

Lent is a time for self-examination. It’s not enough that we only hear 

the account of the suffering and death of our Savior. Nor is it sufficient 

that we merely remind ourselves that Christ is ‘the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” 

But we need to see ourselves as active participants in this tragic story. We need to know why Jesus had 

to die and what that death accomplished for us. 

As we accompany the Savior from the Upper Room to Gethsemane, to Pilate, and Herod, we begin to 

see what Jesus had to endure as a punishment for our sins. What a tremendous price he was willing to 

pay to redeem us from all our sins. Repentance, that is sorrow over sin and faith in God’s forgiveness, is 

our necessary part of Lent. 

Lent is an ideal time to personally invite a friend, guest, or another member of Faith to join us for 

worship. Our Lenten worship begins with a communion service on Ash Wednesday.  Personal invitation 

is a good way to demonstrate your commitment to Christ as you share the Good 

News of God’s love with others. Think of someone you know, give them a call, 

and invite them to attend service with you. God may be using you to bring his 

message of love to others. 

Our Lenten theme this year is “Jesus Christ - Is Our Great High Priest.” Once 

again this Lenten season we have invited the following guest WELS pastors and 

vicar to join us in our Lenten Rotation: Tom Behnke (St. Paul, NFDL), Vicar 

Horn (St. Luke, Oakfield), Aaron Odya (Zion, Van Dyne), James Borgwardt 

(Redeemer, FDL), and Adam Zimpelmann (Good Shepherd, FDL). 

Faith Ev. Lutheran Church, Fond du Lac, WI 

FAITH FOCUS  
A Quarterly Newsletter 

 What is Lent? 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiZ9eKAmNPYAhVU2GMKHQrFBmwQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fonline.nph.net%2Fjesus-christ-is-our-great-high-priest.html&psig=AOvVaw32pnRrJ75wB0cVtfBL7pb9&ust=151587265046928
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj6u9zBmdPYAhVT62MKHUENA5oQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.parpreschurch.com%2Flent-post%2F&psig=AOvVaw0THDrFiqAtZOaviYEW9b3-&ust=1515873032891216


 

February 2018                                                                                                                                                        www.faithlutheranfdl.org 

Abound! Update 
 Sharing the Gospel, Gathering the Lost, Strengthening Believers  This is why we exist as a 

congregation. In fact, these words are taken straight from our congregation’s mission statement. At this time in 

our congregation’s history, God is blessing us with unparalleled opportunities to do just that. We are bursting 

at the seams with young families willing and wanting to hear the message of Jesus and wanting the same for 

their children.  Our preschool is growing, our school is 

growing, our congregation is growing!  That’s a blessing 

from God that we can never take for granted. Seeing that 

we were nearing the point where our current facility would 

be unable accommodate that growth, our congregation is 

embarking on a building project to add a new classroom 

wing onto our building. In October and November, our Abound! Capital Campaign Committee asked our 

members to consider making a three-year pledge toward this expansion, and they responded with amazing 

generosity. To date, about $1.95 million dollars have been pledged over three years. In addition, Faith has been 

awarded two grants, a $169,000 grant from the Dale and Ruth Michels Family Foundation, and a $40,000 

grant from the Antioch Foundation. During the months of December and January, our building committee 

worked with Excel Engineering and Catalyst Construction to produce the final building plans, solicit bids, and 

make a recommendation to build. The recommendation should come, God willing, in March. If all goes 

according to plan, we will break ground on Palm Sunday with the goal of having classrooms ready for the 

2018-19 school year.   

 At the same time that we are looking to expand, our congregation’s leaders have also recognized that 

the financial model that we have been using for most of our history is unsustainable. Even if we weren’t 

planning to build, this would still be a reality that we need to address. The 

gap between our operating expenses and offerings continues to grow. For a 

number of years, special offerings and the payoff of the mortgage of our 

physical plant provided enough relief for us to end the year without adding to 

our overall debt, but the last two years, even with those blessings, we have 

had to borrow funds in order to operate. A financial modeling committee has 

been working over the past few months and will present their report and 

recommendations to the Church Council in the month of February. The 

proposed new model will likely result in additional school fees as well as possible third source income (income 

apart from offerings and fees).    

 It is our hope and prayer that when all of this work is done, we will have a church and school that are 

able to carry out this vital mission: share the Gospel, gather the lost, strengthen believers, to the best of our 

ability.   We ask that all of our members and friends would continue to offer their time and ability and gifts in 

service to this ministry. Please pray for God’s blessings in implementing these plans.  
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Faith Church Membership 

Baptized Members — 1650 

Communicant Members — 1232 
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Homebound Members of Faith: 

Phyllis Leonard, Johanna Runge – The Woodlands 

Susan Goede – Calumet Homestead 

Mildred Hauptli – St. Francis Home 

Jack Williamson – Grancare 

Cliff Johnson – All About Life 

Artcy Fuhrmann, Dick & Lorraine Seering, Bob & Marilyn Fields,  

Robert Scholtes, Terri Ann Crema-Jahnke, David Jones, Doris Voss,  

Earl Ziemann, Robert Wilcox, Irene Wiese, Kathy Smith, Betty Lemke 
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Service 
The Board of Elders and members of Faith thank Larry Poch for volunteering to serve as AV Coordinator for 

the congregation. 

Larry will schedule and train personnel to maintain the AV sound booth during our worship services. 

Currently, the Thursday 6:30pm and Saturday 5:30pm services have adequate staffing to cover those services. 

Our Sunday services are in need of more willing members to cover the schedule. There are no age or gender 

restrictions and more trained individuals make scheduling 

coverage easier. Many hands make light work. If interested, 

please contact Larry (920-929-9074) for more details. 

Groups under the supervision of the Board of Elders include the 

Altar Guild, Special Needs Ministries, Ushers, and Visiting 

Elders. More volunteers are needed in each of these areas. Please 

consider using your time and talents to contribute to the ministry at Faith. If you are interested in serving or 

have questions, please talk to Pastor Haugly. 

Board of Elders 
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Board of Property Management 

Bible Class Schedule 

Sunday 9:10am in the Commons 

Tuesday 8:00am Ladies Bible Class in the Narthex  

Wednesday 7:00am in the Commons  

Friday 9:30am in the Commons  

 

We are getting ready for another exciting year at Faith Lutheran Church and School—we hope you are as 

excited as we are! We are currently working on converting all of the lights in the 

school and narthex to LED. We would like to thank those who have helped with 

this time consuming project. We still have lots of lights to convert yet, so if you 

would be willing to help us finish this project, please contact Pastor Haugly or a 

board member. We are also working on putting together a list of future projects to 

improve and enhance our church and school. Anyone who is interested in 

volunteering to help with future projects or who has suggestions on improvements, 

please don’t hesitate to let us know—any input would be greatly appreciated. 

Thank you and God bless! 

Members of the Board of Property Management: Rob Giese (Chairman), Richard 

Niehueser, Paul Bilitz, Steve Lentz, and Mike Pierquet. 
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 February 14 Ash Wednesday Worship with Communion 

   Theme: “Jesus Our Great High Priest Serves at a Great Altar”  

   Pastor Parsons 

 February 21 Theme: “Jesus Is Our Self-Sacrificing High Priest”  

   Vicar Isaiah Horn, St. Luke, Oakfield 

 February 28 Theme: “Jesus Is Our Compassionate High Priest” 

   Pastor Odya, St. Peter, Eldorado/Zion, Van Dyne 

 March 7 Theme: “Jesus Is Our Perfect High Priest”   

   Pastor Borgwardt, Redeemer, FDL 

 March 14 Theme: “Jesus Is Our Great High Priest” 

   Pastor Zimpelmann, Good Shepherd, FDL 

 March 21 Theme: “Jesus Our Great High Priest Makes Us Priest” 

   Pastor Behnke, St. Paul, NFDL 

 

Welcome to Our New Members! 

Cole            
Jeff & Paula, Ryan, 
Benjamin, Ethan, 

Abigail, Evan, Emily, 
Jackson  

Rich 
Jeremy & Jessica 

Lueck-Rich, Connor 
Lueck, Lola, Emmett  

Harper 
James & Jennifer, 

Maxwell  

Raasch  
Jamie, Ava  

(Not pictured: Cullen & Ethan) 

Schwalbe 
Scott & Lori, Jenna, 
Abby, Cooper, Lilly  
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