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Faith Lutheran School partners with parents in providing a Christ-centered education that prepares 

students for life and eternity.  

 

Philosophy 

We believe music, a gift from God, is a universal means of expression and 

communication.    

 

Purpose 

Our music curriculum allows children to experience God’s gift of music through creating, 

performing, responding and connecting.   

 

Assessment 

Students in Grades K-8 shall be musically assessed in the following ways:  

 Formative assessments such as observations, reflections, journals, written 

quizzes, oral quizzes and exit cards. 

 Summative assessments such as projects, skills tests, performance tests and 

written tests. 

 

Exit Objectives 

By means of our music curriculum, graduates of Faith Lutheran School will… 

1. Recognize music and the ability to make music as gifts from God. 

2. Use music to God’s glory and in His service. 

3. Understand and use music in worship. 

4. Know and value the heritage of Lutheran church music. 

5. Sing independently and with others, to the best of their abilities. 

6. Read music notation and use music vocabulary. 

7. Listen to music with understanding. 

8. Express musical ideas by creating music, moving to music and playing classroom 

musical instruments.  

9. Understand basic concepts of pitch, rhythm, harmony, form, dynamics, tempo, 

and timbre. 

10. Become familiar with many composers and different types of music. 

 

Performance Objectives- Kindergarten 

 

 

 

By the end of Kindergarten, students will: 

 Understand that God created music for our enjoyment and as a way to praise and 

thank Him.   

Create 



 Compose and arrange music within specified guidelines. 

 Read and notate music. 

 

 

 

 

By the end of Kindergarten, students will:  

 Understand that we use our musical gifts and perform for God’s glory. 

 Sing, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music. 

 Perform on instruments, alone and with others, a varied repertoire of music.   

 

 

 

 

By the end of Kindergarten, students will:  

 Learn how to “Make a joyful noise to the Lord!” 

 Listen to, analyze, and describe music. 

 Evaluate music and music performances.    

 

 

 

 

By the end of Kindergarten, students will:  

 Understand that God has given the gift of music to his people to praise and thank 

him, as well as for personal growth and enjoyment.  

 Understand relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the 

arts. 

 Understand music in relation to history and culture. 

 

Performance Objectives- Grade 1 

 

 

 

By the end of Grade 1, students will: 

 Understand that music is a gift of God by which a person can express himself 

with his voice and through movement. 

 Compose simple melodies and accompaniments. 

 

 

 

By the end of Grade 1, students will:  

 Use God’s gift of voice to sing alone and with others. 

 Perform on simple instruments alone and with others. 

Create 

Perform 

Perform 

Connect  

Respond 



 

 

 

By the end of Grade 1, students will:  

 Use different types of music to praise God for his many blessings. 

 Listen to music and evaluate in simple terms what was heard. 

 Read and notate very basic music.     

 

 

 

 

By the end of Grade 1, students will:  

 Understand that music in many different forms permeates God’s creation. 

 Understand that music has an important place in history in every culture of the 

world. 

Performance Objectives- Grade 2 

 

 

 

By the end of Grade 2, students will: 

 Understand music is a form of communication created by God. 

 With guidance, explore, experience and create musical concepts. 

 Create musical patterns using musical instruments. 

 

 

 

 

By the end of Grade 2, students will:  

 Use their voices to praise God. 

 Use their voices to demonstrate varied dynamics. 

 Play musical pieces using instruments and boom whackers. 

 Echo short rhythmic and melodic pattern. 

 Sing alone and in groups in and outside the classroom. 

 

 

 

 

By the end of Grade 2, students will:  

 Use God’s gift of music as a means to share the message of salvation found in 

Christ Jesus alone. 

 Respond through purposeful physical movement to selected music characteristics 

or to specific music events while listening to music.    

Connect  

Respond 

Create 

Perform 

Respond 



 Demonstrate knowledge of music concepts and notation through music 

assessments. 

 Demonstrate knowledge of music through interactive whiteboard lessons. 

 

 

 

 

By the end of Grade 2, students will:  

 Understand that music is a way to praise their Savior.   

 Understand how music is used in worship. 

 Understand the church year and church building as related to music. 

 Identify and describe roles of musicians in various music settings and world   

cultures. 

 Demonstrate an understanding of relationships between music and other arts. 

 

Performance Objectives- Grade 3 

 

 

 

By the end of Grade 3, students will: 

 Recognize music as a part of God’s created world. 

 Use the white board to manipulate and arrange music in a creative manner. 

 Improvise rhythms for the class to copy.  

 

 

 

 

By the end of Grade 3, students will:  

 Use their voices to praise God. 

 Sing secular and nonsecular songs.  

 Play untuned percussion during performance activities. 

 Play musical pieces using recorders on the notes G,A,B,C,and D. 

 Perform in an ensemble a singing part, a tuned percussion part, and an untuned 

percussion part. 

 

 

 

 

By the end of Grade 3, students will:  

 Use God’s gift of music as a means to share the message of salvation found in 

Christ Jesus alone 

 Develop aural rhythm skills while clapping back given rhythms. 

 Demonstrate knowledge of basic music notation through whiteboard activities and 

worksheets. 

 Listen to, analyze, and describe music in a music journal. 

Connect  
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 Listen to, analyze, and describe music during a class whiteboard game. 

 Evaluate music and music performances in a music journal. 

. 

 

 

 

By the end of Grade 3, students will:  

 Understand that music is a way to praise their Savior. 

 Understand relationships between music, the other arts, and disciplines outside the 

arts. 

 Understand music in relation to history and culture. 

 

Performance Objectives- Grade 4 

 

 

 

By the end of Grade 4, students will: 

 Recognize music as a part of God’s created world. 

 Demonstrate knowledge of standard notation used to create music. 

 Generate rhythmic, melodic, and harmonic musical ideas. 

 

 

 

By the end of Grade 4, students will:  

 See singing and making music as something God asks of His people, to be done 

using the gifts He has given us. 

 Read and perform music using standard notation by singing and playing 

instruments. 

 Demonstrate or explain proper performance decorum and concert etiquette. 

 

 

 

By the end of Grade 4, students will:  

 Recognize music as a God-given tool to express our thoughts and emotions. 

 Demonstrate and explain the expressive qualities of music. 

 Demonstrate how our responses to music are affected by the structure, elements, 

and context of the music.    

 

 

 

 

By the end of Grade 4, students will:  

 Recognize music as a gift from God to share our faith with others and join with 

others to use music to praise God. 

Create 

Perform 

Connect  

Respond 

Connect  



 Evaluate musical works and performances. 

 Demonstrate how selected music connects to interests, experiences, and purposes. 

Performance Objectives- Grade 5 

 

 

 

By the end of Grade 5, students will: 

 Appreciate music as a form of communication created by God. 

 Create rhythmic compositions using notation for whole, dotted half, half, and 

quarter notes; whole, half, and quarter rests. 

 Create short songs and instrumental pieces within specified guidelines. 

 

 

 

By the end of Grade 5, students will:  

 Use their musical ability as a means of expressing their faith and glorifying God. 

 Sing, alone and with others, using correct intonation, rhythm, pitch and diction.  

 Sing music written in two parts. 

 Sing music representing diverse genres and culture. 

 Perform on at least one instrument accurately and independently. 

 

 

 

By the end of Grade 5, students will:  

 Use God’s gift of music as a means to share the message of salvation found in 

Christ Jesus alone. 

 Interpret through instrument and voice the gestures of the conductor when singing 

and playing music. 

 Use music terminology in explaining music. 

 Exemplify God-pleasing behaviors as a participant and observer of music. 

 Classify instruments into categories based on how their sounds are produced.     

 

 

 

By the end of Grade 5, students will:  

 Understand that music is the universal language through which God’s love shines 

in our lives to the ends of the earth. 

 Understand how music has affected, and is reflected, in the history of the United 

States. 

 Understand the relationship between music and the cultures of other areas of 

God’s world. 

Performance Objectives- Grade 6 

Create 

Perform 
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By the end of Grade 6, students will: 

 Recognize God’s creation of music as a blessing from God and use their voices 

and instrument s to praise God.  

 Compose a simple rhythmical piece. 

 Compose a melodic piece by ordering a variety of elements. 

 Compose a tune using a pentatonic scale. 

 Compose a piece with two parts. 

 Create a beat with three distinct sounds. 

 Create musical rhythms using beat-boxing.  

 

 

 

By the end of Grade 6, students will:  

 Use their God-given musical talents to give Him glory.  

 Use their voices to praise God in public worship with their family and with Junior 

Choir. 

 Distinguish aurally between whole and half steps. 

 Distinguish between sounds of instruments including the aspect of timbre. 

 Develop and perform rhythm skills with quarter and eighth notes. 

 Learn and match note and rest values and be able to sing and play them. 

 Learn, identify, and perform whole and half steps, ties and slurs. 

 Perform rhythms in two groups, having to work as an ensemble with different 

parts. 

 Play a rhythm piece using quarter, half, dotted half, and 16th notes. 

 Develop and perform pieces of music using varying dynamics. 

 

 

 

By the end of Grade 6, students will:  

 Appreciate God’s gift of music through people and instrument.  

 Develop pitch reading from C to G in the treble and bass clefs. 

 Learn and be able to use the Circle of Fifths with the major and minor scales. 

 Learn and identify 26 major composers. 

 Learn and identify instruments from different genres of music.  

 Learn and identify parts of the guitar and drum set.   

 

 

 

By the end of Grade 6, students will:  

Create 
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 Understand the connection between God’s gift of musical sound and its use by 

people.  

 Recognize whole and half steps, flats and sharp symbols and what they do. 

 Recognize and play/sing using different time signatures. 

 Recognize and hear the different dynamics and accidentals. 

 Evaluate Baroque, Classical, Romantic, Big Band, Rock & Roll, and Grunge eras.  

Performance Objectives- Grade 7 

 

 

 

By the end of Grade 7, students will: 

 Create music to glorify God through singing and instrument.  
 Use notes and rests to write measures with the correct number of beats to fit the 

time signature.  
 Demonstrate how interests, knowledge and skills relate to personal choices when 

creating music.  
 Create a rhythm song to be played on classroom percussion instruments.  

 
 

 

 

By the end of Grade 7, students will:  

 Use their musical talents to praise God in a variety of settings, including worship 

services.  

 Demonstrate through performance an understanding of dynamics, tempo and 

other elements of music.  

 Sing music in two and three parts.  

 Demonstrate appropriate performance decorum. 

 Sing in large and small groups and in parts. 

 Clap or tap beats and rhythms. 

 Perform a song on classroom percussion instruments.  

 

 

 

 

By the end of Grade 7, students will:  

 Praise God for the gift of music. 
 Students explain, using appropriate music terminology, their personal preferences 

for specific musical works and styles. 
 Compare and contrast different pieces and styles of music.  
 Listen to and describe a variety of music. 
 Select from teacher-provided criteria to evaluate musical works or performances.  

 
 

 

Create 

Perform 
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Respond 



 

By the end of Grade 7, students will:  

 Recognize music as a gift from God. 
 Connect music to the time and the culture in which it was made.  
 Know and value the heritage of Lutheran church music. 
 Connect select composers to their music and facts about their lives. 
 Connect an instrument to its family, name, and sound.  
 Relate how notes, rests and time signatures affect music. 

 

Performance Objectives- Grade 8 

 

 

 

By the end of Grade 8, students will: 

 Make a joyful noise to their Lord through creative sound and rhythmic activities.  

 Play rhythmic, melodic, and chordal patterns independently and as a group on 

rhythmic, melodic and harmonic classroom instruments such as rhythm sticks, 

boom whackers and recorders. 

 Compose short pieces within specified guidelines.  

 Echo short rhythmic and melodic patterns. 

 Play in groups, blending instrumental timbres, matching dynamic levels and 

responding to the cues of a conductor. 

 

 

 

 

By the end of Grade 8, students will:  

 Use God-given musical talents to glorify Him through voice and instrument.  

 Accurately and with good breath control throughout their singing ranges, sing 

alone and in small and large ensembles. 

 Sing music written in two and three parts. 

 Play independent instrumental parts while other students sing or play contrasting 

parts. 

 

 

 

 

By the end of Grade 8, students will:  

 Recognize and understand the complexity of God’s gift of music. 

 Sight-read simple melodies in both the treble and bass clefs. 

 Identify and define standard notation symbols for pitch, rhythm, dynamics, tempo, 

articulation, and expression. 

 Use standard notation and non-traditional notation to record their musical ideas 

and the musical ideas of others. 

 Apply information learned on vocal tone production to improve singing ability.     

 

Create 

Perform 
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By the end of Grade 8, students will:  

 Appreciate God’s gift of music throughout time and cultures. 

 Identify and discuss commonly used musical forms. 

 Describe distinguishing characteristics of representative music genres and styles 

from a variety of cultures. 

 Classify by genre and style a varied body of high quality and characteristic 

musical works and explain the characteristics that cause each work to be 

considered exemplary. 

 Compare the purpose and function of music, roles of musicians and conditions 

under which music is typically created and performed in different cultures of the 

world. 

 Gain knowledge of the history of rock n roll in America. 

 Recognize the importance of Christian worship as it relates to the history and use 

of the psalms, orders of worship, hymns of the liturgy, planning the service, 

church banners and seasonal decorations.  

 

 

Connect  


