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Summer Letter   July 2017 
 

Dear families of Faith Lutheran School, 

 

The theme for this school year is Psalm 118:6, “The LORD 

is with me.” These timeless words provide comfort to 

Christian parents and children alike. There are many exciting 

times waiting for us this coming school year, but there are 

also a lot of unknowns. In both cases, the Lord will be with 

us. And when it comes to spiritual matters, we live in peace 

knowing that sin, death and Satan have been defeated by 

Jesus. God’s love is unconditional. It is not for “good little 

boys and girls”. It is for “Chief of Sinners though I be”. In 

grace and forgiveness, the Lord is with us! And when the 

time comes for us and our children to leave this world, we 

rest in God’s promises. Faith in Jesus secures our place in 

heaven. It is there that the Lord will be with us forever! May 

God bless our school year!  

 

In His Service, 

Mr. Herkstroeter, M.Ed. 

Principal  

   

Home Visits 
Your child’s teacher will be contacting you in the coming 

days to schedule a home visit prior to Back to School Night 

on August 15. The purpose of these visits is to build a 

partnership between home and school and share important 

classroom information.  

 

Back to School Night- August 15 
All K-8 parents should attend Back to School Night on 

August 15 from 6-8:05pm. All attending families will 

receive a gift!  Back to School Night is an opportunity to 

learn about the upcoming school year, visit with teachers, 

principal and pastors, get up to date information on school 

improvements, policies and procedures, purchase milk 

tickets, lunch tickets, and bookstore items. Children are 

welcome to attend Back to School Night with parents, but 

formal childcare is not available.  

 

Not a Fan of Long Lines? 
Back to School Night can be a very busy night for our office 

staff. Sometimes long lines form for Bible, hymnal, hot 

lunch, milk and P.E. T-shirt purchases. Avoid these long 

lines by stopping by the school office anytime between now 

and the start of the school year. You can also make 

purchases in between church services on August 20. 

 

Opening School Service- August 20 
You are cordially invited to attend the opening service for 

Faith Lutheran School on Sunday, August 20 at 9:30am. In 

its 58
th

 year of existence, Faith Lutheran School continues to 

prepare students for life and eternity. During this service, 

Mrs. Michelle Schmidt, Mrs. Molly Parsons, Mrs. Nicole 

Keifenheim and Mrs. Brooke Slimmer will be installed into 

their new positions for this school year. Classrooms will be 

open by 9:00am for students and parents to drop off school 

supplies. This makes the first day of school much easier! 

The school office will also be open for any necessary 

purchases.  

 

First Day of School– August 22 
This school year will officially begin at 8:00am on Tuesday, 

August 22 for all students in grades 4K-8
th

. First Day Chapel 

will begin promptly at 8:15am in the church sanctuary. All 

parents and grandparents are invited to attend. Parents are 

also invited to walk children to classrooms and enjoy coffee, 

refreshments and fellowship in the church narthex before 

First Day Chapel. Don’t forget your cameras so you can 

capture first day of school memories!  

 

What’s New for This School Year?  
We are thankful for several improvements for the new 

school year:  

 Intervention and Enrichment (I/E) for grades K-8 

 Second Kindergarten classroom 

 New meeting space in former coatroom area 

 Unified math time for grades 2-8 

 Newly painted gym 

 Newly re-finished gym floor 

 New computer cart and chromebooks for 5
th

 grade 

 Additional ipads for K-4 use 

 

IE….What is it? 
Our intervention/enrichment (IE) program will officially 

begin this school year, but what does it mean? Students in 

grades K-4 will have 30 minutes of dedicated time every day 

to work at their current academic level. For students 

struggling in the areas of reading or math, this will provide 

time to help close gaps. For students on grade level or above, 

this will be time to challenge them to grow in a variety of 

academic areas. Students in grades 5-8 will have IE on 

Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. Again, this will be an 

opportunity for these students to work on deficiencies or be 

challenged to grow. Mrs. Keifenheim and Mrs. Slimmer will 

be working closely with classroom teachers to develop 6 

week plans for struggling students and provide resources for 

excelling students.    

 

Flex for Grades 5-8 
Flex was initiated two years ago to provide 5-8 students an 

opportunity to grow in an area of choice. In short, flex is an 

elective class. Flex will continue this year on Fridays at 

2:15pm. Students will have opportunity to choose from a 

variety of options including tone chimes, chess and student 

council.  

 

Unified Math Time for Grades 2-8 
Math class for all students in grades 2-8 will happen daily 

from 9:20-10:05am. By unifying our math time, this 

provides an opportunity to more easily match students to 

their appropriate math grade level. Questions? Feel free to 

contact Mr. Herkstroeter or share your questions with your 

child’s teacher on their home visit.  
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Dress Code Change 
It is important that all children come to school neat, clean, 

and well groomed. Clean clothes and a clean body have a 

definite influence on student attitude and work ethic. As 

Christians, we recognize that our bodies are temples of the 

Holy Spirit and what we wear is a reflection of who we are. 

With this in mind, the following clause has been added to 

our dress code: 

 Leggings, yoga pants and athletic tights may be 

worn, but posterior and anterior midsection of body 

must be covered by shirt, sweatshirt, sweater, skirt 

or dress.  

We pray that this change does not restrict comfort or 

personal expression, but rather promotes Christian modesty. 

Please contact Mr. Herkstroeter for questions or concerns.  

Children’s Christmas Eve Services 
With Christmas Eve falling on a Sunday this year, our 

Children’s Services have been scheduled for 8:00am and 

10:00am on December 24.  With the services in the morning, 

we are scheduling all children to be in both services. The 

entire student body creates a very powerful worship service 

through recitation and song. Families with last names 

beginning A-L are asked to attend the 8:00am service, and 

families with last names beginning M-Z are asked to attend 

the 10:00am service. Children will have a light snack in their 

classrooms in between services.   

 

Student Immunizations  
Please provide the school office with a copy of your child’s 

updated vaccinations prior to the first day of school. Please 

note that students entering kindergarten and sixth grade have 

special vaccination requirements. Check with your doctor 

for details  

 

Extended Care 
Supervised care is available for Faith students before school 

beginning at 6:45am. Students are escorted to their 

respective classrooms at 7:40am. Supervised care is also 

available for Faith students from 3:00-5:30pm. For complete 

details on registration and costs, please visit the school 

website at www.faithlutheranfdl.org. Click on the Extended 

Care tab for enrollment form and handbook.  

     

School Attendance 
Repeated studies show that academic achievement and 

regular school attendance have a strong correlation. The 

primary legal and moral responsibility for student attendance 

rests with the parents (Wis. Statute 2118.15). As you plan 

your family vacations this next school year, please consider 

the school calendar and utilize the scheduled days off. 

School policy states: Ten absences are considered excessive. 

Once a student reaches ten excused absences in a year, a 

note from a physician is required for any additional 

absences. Failure to provide a physician’s note will result in 

an unexcused absence.  

    

 Church Attendance 
Regular church attendance is a command that our God gives 

to us in His Third Commandment: Remember the Sabbath 

Day by keeping it holy. He knows what is best for us. 

Regular church attendance has many benefits. It keeps our 

faith strong as God nourishes us with His means of grace---

the Gospel in Word and Sacrament. It provides an 

opportunity for Christian fellowship and encouragement. It 

provides an opportunity to bring our offerings of thanks to 

God. It provides our families a structured opportunity to 

worship and pray together. It also provides opportunities to 

learn more about the teachings of Scripture through Bible 

classes and Sunday School. Please make weekly worship a 

priority for your family. It is God’s command, and through it 

He will bless you!   

  

School and Fall Sports Picture Day 
School and Fall Sports Picture Day is scheduled for 

Wednesday, September 6. All students in 4K-8
th

 grade will 

have their photo taken for our annual yearbook and parent 

purchase. Get those outfits ready and haircuts scheduled .   

 

Christian Friendship Week 
One way we encourage Godly peer interaction is Christian 

Friendship Week. This is a week we place special emphasis 

on Christian relational skills and conflict resolution. This 

year’s Christian Friendship Week is scheduled for 

September 18-22.  The week will include themed days, a 

guest speaker and a special message during Friday’s chapel.  

 

Grand Day 
Grand Day is scheduled for Friday, October 6 starting at 

12:30pm. Grandparents or “Grand” people are invited to join 

us for an afternoon of fun and fellowship. Look for further 

details as the date approaches.  

 

Living History Night 
Each fall, Faith hosts an academic featured event for 

students in grades K-8. We are currently in a three year 

cycle with the following events: Science Fair, Living History 

Night and Family Literacy Night. This year’s event will be a 

Living History held on Friday, November 10 at 6:30pm.  

Students in grades 4-8 will be required to participate, and 

students in grades K-3 will have the option to participate. 

The evening will include a guest speaker, student projects, 

fellowship and refreshments.   

 

School Calendar 
Do you need a copy of the 2017-18 school calendar? Click 

here.  

 

Parent Handbook 
The newly revised 2017-18 Parent Handbook is available for 

review. Click here.  

 

School Supplies 

School supply lists are available. Click here. All asterisked 

items are available for purchase in the school office.  

http://www.faithlutheranfdl.org/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5570587ee4b09af4d3a9e697/t/596e9b77893fc01a2964ee94/1500420986295/Faith+School+Calendar+2017-18.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5570587ee4b09af4d3a9e697/t/596e9b77893fc01a2964ee94/1500420986295/Faith+School+Calendar+2017-18.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5570587ee4b09af4d3a9e697/t/58c05a38197aea8d84b9ff0f/1489001018689/Faith+Lutheran+School+Handbook+2017-18.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5570587ee4b09af4d3a9e697/t/596384a2ebbd1a9f69ff414a/1499694243825/School+Supply+List.2017.18.pdf
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Hot Lunch   
Faith will again offer hot lunch through the Fond du Lac 

School District for students in grades PK-8. One carton of milk 

is included in with each lunch. Our school lunch program 

provides free and reduced hot lunches for qualifying families. 

Applications for free and reduced hot lunch are located in the 

school office. This year’s prices will remain unchanged from 

last year: $3.10 per meal and $.30 per carton of milk.   

 

Accreditation 
Faith Lutheran School is an exemplary accredited school 

through Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Schools 

Accreditation (WELSA), National Council for Private 

School Accreditation (NCPSA) and Wisconsin Council of 

Religious and Independent Schools (WCRIS). As an 

accredited school, Faith maintains a commitment to 

excellence as it seeks to serve God, our congregation and 

community. 

 

Summer Notes from Your Teachers 
Mrs. Walta- Hello Preschoolers! You’re big kids now, and 

your teachers are getting ready for you to come to 

school. Miss Jeanna, Miss Jenny, and I warmly welcome 

back our returning students, and we can't wait to meet our 

new friends. Together we will learn and laugh, play and 

pretend, be explorers and artists and scientists and so much 

more. Best of all, each day we will learn about your Savior, 

Jesus, and celebrate because he loves you!   

 

Mrs. Herkstroeter and Mrs. Parsons- We are excited to be 

your new teachers and even more excited for our school 

year!  We are going to have loads of fun, and at the same 

time we are going to be learning so many new things 

together. We are busy getting our classrooms ready, so we 

hope you are getting ready to be a Big K student too.  Keep 

practicing using your listening ears, and your letters and 

numbers before the big first day arrives.  Jesus loves you and 

so do we!  See you soon!  
 

Mrs. Weigand- Hello new first graders!  It is my prayer you 

are having a terrific summer.  It will be fun to hear all about 

it. The Weigand family vacationed to South Dakota and 

northern Wisconsin to visit relatives. I am glad we got to 

know each other in gym class last year.  I will also see many 

of you in VBS soccer camp for the Bible lesson. This 

summer I am busy getting our classroom library ready for all 

you blooming readers. I will also plan new activities for 

math, science and writing. You are going to love first grade!  

I can't wait. May Jesus fill your summer with his love and 

lots of fun. See you in church and for home visits.   

      

Mrs. Miller- Hey new 2nd graders! I can't wait for us to get 

things started this year. I am busy in taking a class, so I have 

had the fun of being a student this summer.  I hope you are 

enjoying your summer and are looking forward to the new 

school year. We will learn a lot of great new things in 2
nd

 

grade and have a new Science curriculum to explore. God 

Bless and see you soon! 

 

Mrs. Schmidt- Hello new 3rd graders! You will be new to 

the third grade classroom this year - and so will I! I have 

already been working to get our classroom set up but I am 

remembering to take a little time to relax and read some 

good books. I  hope you are reading some good books too! 

When I come visit I would love to hear about what you have 

been doing this summer and which books you have enjoyed 

reading. See you soon! 

 

Mrs. Neubauer- Welcome fourth graders! I hope you are 

enjoying your summer and having lots of fun!  There is 

much to look forward to as we begin a new school year.  

Learning about our state and our country, learning to play 

recorders, singing in Joyful Praise, learning to type on the 

chromebooks, a class trip to Madison are just a few of the 

many things to look forward to this year.  I look forward to 

seeing you in August and remember "stay connected" to 

Jesus! 

 

Mr. Walta- My name is Mr. Walta, and I'm so excited to be 

your teacher this year! We are going to do many fun things 

in school this year and, of course, we will learn a lot. I got to 

travel and see the Great Smokey Mountains in Tennessee 

this summer.  I can't wait to tell you more about it and I can't 

wait to hear all about your summers! I'm looking forward to 

seeing you at Back to School Night on August 15th at 6 

p.m. You can bring your school supplies along that night and 

put them in the classroom. See you soon at our home visit! 

 
Mr. Zunker- Summer is flying by and I hope your excitement 

for 6th grade is growing. Here is just a taste of 6th grade 

at FAITH.  Friendships that center on the greatest friend we 

have in Jesus. Activities to keep the excitement and learning 

on the rise with Phy-ed, class games at recess, rubber-band 

cannons in science, Living History Night, and Flex 

time. Insight into the deeper doctrines of the Bible in 

Catechism and Christ Light, understanding world cultures in 

social studies, and physics in science. Technology will be 

incorporated throughout the day with Chromebooks, Google 

Classroom, Prezi presentations and MobyMax. Honor and 

respect will be expected for Jesus and His Word, classmates, 

and leaders in our church, school and home. See you soon! 

 
Mr. Rosenthal- Greetings 7th graders and parents! I hope 

your summer is going great! The school year is fast 

approaching. I am hoping to visit each of you the first week 

of August. Please schedule a time for me to visit you during 

this week by going to this web site:  

 https://mrrosenthals7thgrade.acuityscheduling.com/.This 

school year we are going to get to marvel at God's creation 

in science, travel the world and learn about different cultures 

and their histories in geography, learn how to put all of our 

math knowledge into practice in multi step problems, discuss 

Paul's missionary journeys and God's mission for us, and a 

whole lot more including Shakespeare! See you soon! 

 
Mrs. Witte and Mr. Herkstroeter- Mrs. Witte and Mr. 

Herkstroeter-    We are looking forward to having a great 

year filled with many new experiences for the 8th graders!  

As leaders in our school you will be giving morning 

https://mrrosenthals7thgrade.acuityscheduling.com/
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announcements and leading a team for chapel.  You will also 

get to experience a high ropes course at Camp Phillip. Other 

highlights will be confirmation, intramurals, organization, 

high school preparation, FUN, Latin, new novels, 

dissections, microscopes, problem solving, history of rock 

and roll, a variety of teachers, Logic, 7 Habits of Highly 

Effective Teens, and growth in God's grace. 

 
Mrs. Kemnitz- Hi, kids! I am very excited to have the 

opportunity to get you very excited about ART!  We have 

many awesome lessons and materials to work with, and 

many bare walls in the hallways that need your colorful 

creations!   This year I will teach art to grades K, 2, 5, 6, 7, 

and 8 in the commons once a week. (Grades 1, 3, and 4 will 

have art with their classroom teachers.)  I am hoping 

(REALLY HOPING!) that some of your parents or 

grandparents might be willing to help out with our classes. 

There's always a lot to set up on the tables and clean up!  I 

also think they would enjoy watching us create our 

masterpieces.  Please have them phone me (948-3503) if 

they would like to help or find out more information.  

THANKS!   

 

Piano Lessons 
Are you interested in piano lessons for your child this school 

year? Piano lessons are offered during the school day for 

students in grades 4-8 and by arrangement with the piano 

teacher for students in grades K-3. Fees and payment 

arrangements are determined by each individual teacher.  

Please contact Renee Witte 

at rwitte@faithlutheranfdl.org for further information.  

 

Violin Lessons 
Violin lessons are available for students in grades 4-8. 

Contact Mrs. Schroeder for more information at 

gschroeder@charter.net.   

  

Enrollment for 2017-18 

God continues to bless Faith with terrific parents and a 

strong student enrollment. As of this writing, we currently 

have 242 students enrolled for the upcoming school year.  

The break down in enrollment is as follows: 

 4K- 22 

 K-34  

 1
st
 grade- 26 

 2
nd

 grade- 25 

 3
rd

 grade- 27 

 4
th

 grade- 21 

 5
th

 grade- 18 

 6
th

 grade- 27 

 7
th

 grade- 19 

 8
th

 grade- 23 

 

Fall Sports 
The fall soccer and volleyball schedule can be viewed on the 

school website. Click here. 

 

School Office 
The school office is open and ready to assist you in 

preparation for the upcoming school year. Summer hours are 

Monday-Thursdays 8:00am-2:00pm and Fridays 8:00am-

12:00pm.  

 

2017-18 Faculty and Staff 
Pastor Mark Parsons, Grade 8 Catechism 

Pastor David Haugly, Grade 7 Catechism 

Pastor Mike Weigand, Grades 7 Catechism 

Principal Shawn Herkstroeter, Grade 8 

Mrs. Renee Witte, Grade 8 

Mr. Ryan Rosenthal, Grade 7 

Mr. Tim Zunker, Grade 6 

Mr. Kris Walta, Grade 5  

Mrs. Carol Neubauer, Grade 4  

Mrs. Michelle Schmidt, Grade 3  

Mrs. Julie Miller, Grade 2 

Mrs. Cindy Weigand, Grade 1 

Mrs. Amy Herkstrroeter, K 

Mrs. Molly Parsons, K 

Mrs. Jamie Walta, Preschool Director and Teacher 

Mrs. Faye Kemnitz, Art Teacher 

Mrs. Nicole Keifenheim, IE Coordinator 

Mrs. Brooke Slimmer, IE Teacher 

Mrs. Kim Guell, Teacher Assistant 

Mrs. Melanie Monroe, Teacher Assistant  

Mrs. Laura Loehr, Teacher Assistant 

Mrs. Jeanna Schulz, Preschool Assistant 

Mrs. Jenny Kotke, Preschool Assistant  

Mrs. Pam Koenes, Extended Care Coordinator 

Mrs. Diane Poch, Hot Lunch Program 

Mrs. Tracy Goeglein, Bookkeeper 

Mrs. Shari Zunker, Administrative Assistant 

 

 

mailto:rwitte@faithlutheranfdl.org
mailto:gschroeder@charter.net
https://www.mychurchevents.com/calendar/73854692/month/2017-08-01?igd=97952249%2C98180861%2C98192778%2C98180859%2C98189580%2C97955843%2C97955842%2C98189581%2C97958485%2C98189660%2C98186821%2C97955838%2C97955839%2C97955840%2C97955112%2C97955833%2C97952252%252

