
 

August  2015                                                                                                                                                              www.faithlutheranfdl.org 

By now it is well known that the United States Supreme Court issued a ruling that states same-sex marriage is a 

right guaranteed by the Constitution and that the states cannot forbid it. Whether this is now “the law of the land" 

that cannot be undone or whether there is any avenue for changing the decision is already being debated. 

Regardless, we find ourselves facing some important questions: What is the role of the church when it comes to a 

matter of politics and law? What is the responsibility of individual Christians whose beliefs clearly run counter to a 

governmental law or policy? And what ramifications will there be for congregations, schools, and individual 

believers? 

 

First, our synod's teaching regarding marriage has not and, God willing, will not change. We will continue to preach 

and teach what God says about marriage. We will continue to emphasize that, while the nation may recognize the 

validity of same-sex marriage, we will uphold the standard that the Creator of marriage has established. We will 

certainly not give the impression that the sin of homosexuality is in some way more serious or wicked than any 

other sin, but at the same time we will in love continue to proclaim God's law that condemns all sins and calls all 

sinners to repentance. 

 

Congregations and their pastors may find themselves being asked to facilitate same-sex weddings. Of course we 

will not do that. We believe that it would be wise for congregations to adopt a policy that confesses our beliefs 

regarding marriage and states that, because of those beliefs, our pastors will not perform nor will our church 

sanctuaries be used for same-sex weddings. Such a statement cannot prevent lawsuits, but it may be helpful in 

defending a congregations practice if a lawsuit is filed. Some have asked whether the day will come when our 

pastors no longer serve as agents of the state by performing marriages. That may well happen-—perhaps by our 

choice—-when the state performs the legal marriage and the church provides the marriage worship service in which 

people publicly restate their marriage vows before God. 

 

The Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) will continue to confess publicly what we believe marriage to 

be. We will stand firmly on the Word of God and obey God rather than men. But as a synod, we will not become 

directly involved in a purely political effort or debate. The role of the church is to proclaim God's Word faithfully 

and boldly and to trust in the power of that Word to change hearts. 

 

It's a different story when it comes to individual Christians. Christians are not only a part of the spiritual kingdom 

of the church but also live in the secular kingdom of society.  That means that they have the right even the 

responsibility—as citizens to do all they can to encourage the government to enact laws that will benefit society and 

to change laws that are harmful. Christians can and should speak up both as salt and light to benefit others and as 

wise and concerned citizens to help shape the laws of the government. 
 

It is impossible to know where further assaults against God's truth will be directed. There is no way of knowing 

what kinds of pressure will be brought to bear on a church that continues to hold to God's Word rather than the 

word of man. Will there be lawsuits regarding same-sex marriage or the use of church facilities? Will there be 

threats to remove tax-exempt status or the loss of government-funded student loans? Will there be pressure for us to 

remain silent? All are possible and perhaps even likely. What is certain is that those assaults will come; the 

Supreme Court ruling is not the end but more likely the beginning of a long battle. 

 

So we pray. We pray that God will enable us to hold to his teachings and not allow our attitudes to be shaped by the 

sinful world around us. We pray for our nation. We pray for those caught up in all kinds of sin, asking that God 

would lead them to repentance and to the comforting gospel found only at the foot of the cross. 

 
Serving in Christ,  WELS President Mark Schroeder 
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The Bible teaches that marriage was established and given by God at the time of creation. As he designed and 

instituted it, marriage is the life-long union of one man and one woman (Genesis 2:24, Matthew 19:4-6). It is a 

relationship that is to be honored and kept pure (Hebrews 13:4; Ephesians 5:22-33). As a man and woman promise 

life-long faithfulness to each other as husband and wife, God himself joins them as one. Marriage is not simply a 

contract between two consenting individuals, nor is it merely a creation of human society, culture, or tradition. God 

himself instituted marriage at the time of creation, and God himself joins a man and woman in marriage today. 
 

The biblical teaching on marriage emphasizes the blessings God intends to convey to those joined together in the 

marital relationship. Through marriage God provides partners well suited and complementary to one another. In 

marriage, God provides a partner who will provide encouragement 

and support. Marriage is also to be the God-ordained means to 

procreate and to establish a stable environment in which children 

can be nurtured both physically and spiritually. Marriage is the one 

context God intended for the use of the blessing of sexual 

intimacy, where the sexual union of one man and woman is an 

expression of love and oneness rather than a sinful satisfaction of 

lust. Finally, since we live in a fallen world, in marriage God 

provides a restraint for selfishness and sin as each partner strives 

to live the pure life that God intends for his people.      

(1 Thessalonians 4:3-8). 
 

This is the Bible's teaching about the origin, definition, and nature 

of marriage. For that reason it is also the doctrine of the Wisconsin 

Evangelical Lutheran Synod. Every congregation and called 

worker accepts the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as the written Word of God and the only rule and 

norm of faith and practice. That marriage is the God-ordained union of one man and one woman is the clear 

teaching of the Bible, and therefore is the teaching and confession of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. 
 

The doctrine and practice of Faith Congregation, a member congregation of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran 

Synod, is consistent with the synod’s beliefs and teachings regarding marriage. We believe that marriage is the 

sacred, life-long union between one man and one woman. Therefore, our pastors will not officiate in any marriage 

ceremony or celebration and our church sanctuary may not be used for any activities related to a marriage 

ceremony or celebration that is inconsistent with these beliefs. If you have any questions regarding the doctrine and 

practice of Marriage as taught by God’s Word, please feel free to speak with one of the pastors. 

Doctrine and Practice Regarding Marriage 
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This second quarter we were again blessed to see an increase in budgetary offerings over last year but the pace has 

slowed from a 6% increase to a 3% increase.  Our debt remains on pace with last year, yet that is due mainly to under 

spending the budget.  While we are holding our own, it will be a challenge for us to meet our ministry needs and pay 

down debt at year’s end.  Yet clearly God has given our people the resources and the growth to do so.  Consider how 

God has blessed you and joyfully respond with a generous heart.  May God continue to bless our work. 

Ministry Support 

Offering 

Trend 

Debt  

Trend 
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“Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another-and 

all the more as you see the day approaching.” Hebrews 10:25 

Faith Lutheran Church makes a concentrated effort at regaining those members who have become inactive 

through the Visiting Elders and Deaconesses Ministry. Members are considered inactive if they have not 

partaken of the Lord’s Supper in 4 months or longer. In June, that was over 18% of the membership.  The 

Visiting Elders and Deaconesses have a mission to assist the Pastors in the spiritual care of our delinquent 

members by making Christ-centered visits to encourage regular church attendance and participation of the 

Means of Grace. 

Faith currently has 10 Visiting Elders and only 1 Deaconess. The Board of Elders is seeking more spiritually 

mature men and women to join this ministry. A training session will be scheduled this Fall. It is the 

responsibility of every member of Faith to assist with shepherding straying members. If you have a family 

member, neighbor, friend, or co-worker who is an inactive member at Faith, you are eligible to become a 

Spiritual Leader! 

If you are interested in becoming a Visiting Elder/Deaconess contact one the Pastors or a member of the Board 

of Elders: Rick Schroeder, Paul Kasten, Jeff Bilitz, Larry Poch, Dan Kemnitz, and John Rahjes. 

Are you a nurse or health care worker? Then you know how challenging it can be to navigate the health care 

system when you or a loved one fall ill.   Did you know that faith has a program that utilizes your skills to help 

our members as they face health care issues.  It’s called Parish Nurses. 
 

Parish Nurses share the love of Christ as we enhance the physical, emotional and 

spiritual wellness throughout the lifespan of our members. Parish Nurses offer health-

related assistance to members, and they assist their pastors by serving as health 

advisors. 
  

Please join us to set the goals of this Faith organization.  We are looking for leadership 

and assistance to do the following: 

Monthly BP screenings, CPR training, school Hearing and Vision screenings, school 

first aid kits, library health information resources, care baskets, health fairs, and 

meetings. 
 

As with all ministries in the congregation, a Parish Nurse serves under the realm and 

authority of the pastors and congregational structure. 
 

All nurses of Faith and Health Care Workers are invited and encouraged to come and 

find out more about this special group.  We’d love your input as we discuss the future of our Parish Nursing 

program. 
 

Parish Nurses are Community Liaisons to assist families with needed resources. The Pastor is the spiritual 

leader, and the Parish Nurse is a health care advisor.  Behinds the scenes, Parish Nurses have helped countless 

members of our congregation. 
 

If you would like to know even more about Parish Nursing, there is an online WELS Parish Nursing Course 

offered by Wisconsin Lutheran College Nursing Program. Please contact Pastor Weigand for further 

information.   Our next meeting will be held:  SEPTEMBER 15TH at 6:30PM in the COMMONS 
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Board of Elders 

Faith Church Membership 

Baptized Members — 1634 

Communicant Members — 1268 

Parish Nurses 
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WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS (SHEPHERDING) 

Shepherding is a part of the Adult Discipleship Ministries here at Faith Lutheran Church. One of the goals of 

the Shepherding Ministry is to welcome new members into Faith’s Congregation. When new members join the 

congregation we want to help them become a part of Faith’s family. We do this by providing paths to growth 

and productivity through regular worship (connecting to God’s Word), and creating friendships in the 

congregation (connecting to God’s work).  

 

We all know how difficult it is to get to know new people when joining a congregation of Faith’s size. It 

would very difficult to introduce the whole congregation to each new member. So, during the “New Member 

Interview” we ask each new member to fill out a short biography of themselves (things like occupation, 

interests, where they came from, how long they’ve lived here, etc.) with full knowledge that it will be included 

in the quarterly newsletter along with a family picture. It is our hope that this will help members to discover 

things they have in common. Please introduce yourselves, welcome them to Faith’s family, and get to know 

them better. 

 

 

 

JOEL & RIANON JAEGER, and their children JONAH, ELIJAH & 

ISAAC come to us from Fond du Lac.  Joel works for  the Winnebago Dept. 

of Corrections and Rianon is a stay at home mom.  Jonah will be entering 

kindergarten this year.    

 

 

 

 

 

KRIS, JAMIE, NOAH, ELIZA & ABIGAIL WALTA come to us from 

Lake Geneva, WI.  Kris is our new 5th grade teacher, and Jamie is our new 

Preschool Director.  Their children will all be attending Faith Lutheran 

School.    

 

 

 

Board of Adult Discipleship 
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DEL & CAROLYN LANGE and their children ERIN (not pictured) 

KARL, ABRAHAM, DIAMOND & KINDNESS come to us from 

Gainesville, Florida.  Del works as a Structural Engineer and Carolyn is 

an educator.  Diamond and Kindness will be attending Faith Lutheran 

School this year.  The Langes also have six more older children. 

 

 

 

 

SHAWN, LISA, ROWAN, ABRAM & SILAS WILLEY come to us from Fond 

du Lac.  Shawn is an Architect at Excel, Lisa is a stay at home mom.  Rowan attends 

Faith Lutheran School.  

 

 

 

 

GREG & JENNIFER, and their children HANNAH & ETHAN MELTZ 

come to us from North Fond du Lac.  Greg works as an Engineer for 

WELLS and Jennifer for Aurora Health care. Hannah will be in 

Kindergarten this year and Ethan in Preschool. 

 

 

 

TIFFANY TORRIS & CHRIS DOLAN will be getting married 

Dec. 12, 2015.  Tiffany comes to us from West Salem, WI and Chris 

from Fond du Lac. Tiffany teaches special education in North FDL 

and Chris works at InfoPro in the Escrow Department. 

 

 

 

 

RHETT, TEELA & ISABELLE KOSKI come to us from Fond du Lac.  

They are both Pharmacists who work in the FDL area.  Isabelle is 15 

months old and keeps them very busy.  They enjoy outdoors, cooking, 

traveling, and spending time with family and friends. 
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 Quarterly Voters’  

Meeting:  

October 19th, 6:30pm 

Fall Bible Class Schedule Starts Sept. 13th  

Sunday 9:10AM in the Commons 

Tuesday 9:00 AM  Morning Ladies Bible Class  

Wednesday 7:00 AM in the Commons  

Friday 9:30 AM in the Commons  

Mark Your Calendars! 

   Fall Worship Schedule  
Beginning Sept. 13th 

 

Thursday 6:30pm 

Saturday 5:30pm 

Sunday 7:45 & 10:30am 


