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     What makes you mad? What gets you really angry? What makes your blood pressure rise and your                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

face get red and gives you that feeling that you’re about to explode and leads you to say things you normally 

wouldn’t dream of saying? Is it when the weather turns bad? Probably not. Is it when your favorite football 

team loses an important game? Not very likely. There are a lot of things in life that make us mad. But when you 

and I get really mad, it’s usually another human being that we’re thinking 

about. It’s people that make us really angry.  

And then we’ve just done it. We’ve just committed murder. It’s pure 

hypocrisy to separate the act of murder from the thoughts in the heart that 

lead up to it. Jesus said to the hypocrites of his day: You have heard that it 

was said to people long ago, “Do not murder. But I tell you that anyone who 

is angry with his brother will be in danger of the fire of hell” (Matthew 

5). The hypocrites of Jesus’ day tried to feel good about themselves because 

they had never stuck a knife in anyone’s back. But they had committed 

murder in their hearts many times, and to God what goes on inside the heart is 

much more important than what is done with the hands. Man looks on the 

outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart (1 Samuel 16:7). 

To God it doesn’t make any difference how you hurt your neighbor—little by little with seething anger in your 

heart, snotty comments with your mouth, the pretense of being a better person—or all at once by plunging a 

knife in his back. Everything we think or do or say against our neighbor offends an all-knowing God and brings 

the same punishment of eternal hell. Of course, Jesus’ words are a bitter pill to swallow, not only for the 

hypocrites of his day, but also for all the modern-day hypocrites like myself. Jesus puts the kibosh on all our 

pretenses of being a better person than our neighbor. We are all equally sinful. We all get angry. We all 

hate. We all murder.  

I’m taken aback, personally, by what my Bible teaches. It scares me to know that God judges my inner attitudes 

as severely as he condemns the murderous actions of others. It shames me to think that my anger is just as 

damnable as their murderous actions. It frightens me to know that God will hold me accountable for my secret 

murdering in the heart. The Bible’s words lead me to fall to my knees in my soul and pray, “God be merciful to 

me, a sinner.” 

When Jesus came to this earth, it was not to encourage our non-existent 

latent talent for being kind and good. Jesus was born to grow up and be 

punished in hell for our sins. God put his innocent Son on the cross and 

punished him for murder instead of punishing us. The Lord laid on him the 

iniquity of us all (Isaiah 53). When God lifts the confessing sinner off his 

knees, he forgives fully and freely. Jesus assures me that God so loved the 

world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him will 

not perish but have everlasting life. I know God forgives me because God 

forgives the whole world. God loves the whole world and I’m a part of the 

world for which Jesus died. I cannot believe that God forgives me unless I 

believe that God forgives and Jesus died for every other person I ever meet.  

That transforms my view of other people. I see my fellowman, my wife, my 

neighbor, my co-workers, even the person who’s angry at me as someone for whom Jesus died. Each new day I 

kneel with new humility over my sin against my neighbor whom God loves. I find new peace in God’s 

forgiveness of the whole world, even me. And I pray for new strength to love and forgive others as Jesus loves 

and forgives me. Every person who prays with a heart of faith in Jesus Christ: “Forgive us our trespasses,” will 

also add these words of love: “and I will forgive those who trespass against me.”  
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In 1914, when Ernest Shackleton bought the “Endurance” for the sum of $67,000 for his Antarctic expedition, 

few could have predicted the fate-filled journey that lie ahead. Months later, 

stranded, frozen, their ship now broken and destroyed at the bottom of the world, 

starving and with seemingly no way out, 27 men looked to Shackleton in 

desperation. Shackleton turned to God; opening the Bible Queen Alexandra had 

given him and ripped out the flyleaf and the page containing the 23rd Psalm and a 

passage from the book of Job. Then he laid the Bible in the snow and walked 

away. There is something stubbornly earthly and commonsensical about his dramatic gesture.  

Curiously, we human beings have a strong propensity to be most definite about what we know least; even if its 

plan B. This is when we count on divine guidance to provide wisdom beyond ourselves. There is a group of 

dedicated members at Faith Lutheran meeting each month called the Board of Property Management to sort 

through the details with an unhurried tempo, prayerful consideration, and charity. Our important business 

relies on the Divine guidance, too. This is a great exercise of faith in action. Everybody is a stakeholder, and 

no one gets a pass on sharing all the moving pieces and parts that make up 

a plan for success. Your Board of Property Management takes great pride 

and ownership when it comes to the worthwhile work that God has 

blessed this congregation with. Monthly meetings, long ledgers, and 

capital plans all connect talented people with traditions, new and old. And 

when we gather in his name, at the beginning of each meeting we turn to 

God for his blessing on our own expedition, setting the stage, albeit less 

dramatic than Shackleton did, affirming his hand in our good works, 

giving thanks for our service to Faith Lutheran.  

Board of Property Management 

WELS Hymnal Project 
The next milestone for Gospel-centered worship in the WELS will go into effect in 2024 

when a new hymnal will be released. 2024 is the 500th Anniversary of the first Lutheran 

hymnal. WELS has undertaken this project to bring glory to God and to proclaim 

Christ’s saving grace. WELS worshipers now, and long into the future, can both hear for 

themselves and proclaim to the people around them the saving work of Jesus Christ. 

Christ’s church on earth has always been blessed with people who think not only of 

themselves, but of those who worshipped before them, those who worship with them, and those who will 

worship after them. 

Dale Witte, Fine Arts Department Head at WLA and a member of Faith, is on the Psalm 

Committee that will be reviewing thousands of different settings for Psalms over the next 

three years. The committee will be looking for fresher settings and there will be field 

tests of new Psalm arrangements in the future.  

Mr. Witte is also one of several musicians commissioned by WELS to compose fresher settings for Gloria in 

Excelsis (GLORY BE TO GOD), Sanctus (HOLY, HOLY, HOLY), and Angus Dei (O CHRIST, LAMB OF 

GOD). Faith will be using Mr. Witte’s arrangements in the Communion service on the third week of the 

month. Any comments or feedback from Faith members would be appreciated by Mr. Witte and our pastors. 

Board of Elders 
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Faith Church Membership 

Baptized Members — 1637 

Communicant Members — 1256 

The WELS International Youth Rally took place June 28—July 1 at Colorado State University in Fort 

Collins, CO. Fifty students from Faith attended with eight chaperones. We are thankful to all who made the 

50’s Diner dinner fundraiser an awesome event. The 

Pizza Making Day was also a huge blessing with 

over 60 students and parents helping assemble and 

deliver over 1,100 pizzas. Thanks to all who 

contributed to the “Fill the Bus Campaign”. With 

your generosity, each student only had to pay 

$45.00 for their seat on the bus. The actual cost per 

seat was $165.00, so this was huge blessing for our 

students. 

Faith Soccer Camp 2016 took place the last week of July with over 165 participants. Faith Member Justin 

Digman has done an amazing job serving as part-time youth ministry assistant this summer. He has made some 

great changes and additions to the camp that improved several aspects of the soccer curriculum part of camp. If 

you see him around, be sure to thank him for his service. We had over 60 volunteers sign up to make this camp 

possible. The camp opening devotions and music moved into the gym this year to help with sound and provide 

a better environment for learning. A group of teens headed up a “drama team” that performed Bible story skits 

at the start of each day. The 2016 Faith Soccer Camp theme, Message from the Mountains, was based on 

Isaiah 52:7—How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim 

peace, who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, "Your God reigns!" 

As part of the work of Prepared, a rebooted Faith Camping Weekend took place Father’s Day weekend, 

June 17-19, with 10 families participating. The event included a family disc golf 

tournament, lots of food, fishing, devotion, music, camp fires, lots of sticky 

treats, and a good time had by all.  

This spring, the Board of Youth Discipleship met with families of school-aged 

children to plan for the 2016-17 school year’s Prepared events. We will be 

sticking with the Pinewood Derby which will take place Sunday, October 9, and 

Family Bowling Tournament (Pro Bowl Weekend), along with a fuller schedule 

of events.  

For the “Taste of Faith” picnic this year, we also put together a family-style obstacle course. A team of 

families also put together a wide variety of games and activities for all ages. 

Faith Family Nights, a new addition to our summer calendar, has been a huge hit with very good attendance, 

especially by many of our newer families. These Faith Family Night events feature simple games like wiffle 

ball and kickball, and have been a great way for our members to get to know each other better in a fun 

environment. Faith Family Nights took place the first and third Tuesday of each month all summer long, with 

the last gathering on August 2.  

Board of Youth Discipleship 
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WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS (Shepherding) 

Shepherding is a part of the Adult Discipleship Ministries here at Faith Lutheran Church. One of the goals of 

the Shepherding Ministry is to welcome new members into Faith’s Congregation. When new members join the 

congregation, we want to help them become a part of Faith’s family. We do this by providing paths to growth 

and productivity through regular worship (connecting to God’s Word), and creating friendships in the 

congregation (connecting to God’s work).  

We all know how difficult it is to get to know new people when joining a congregation of Faith’s size. It 

would very difficult to introduce the whole congregation to each new member. So, during the “New Member 

Interview,” we ask each new member to fill out a short biography of themselves (things like occupation, 

interests, where they came from, how long they’ve lived here, etc.) with full knowledge that it will be included 

in the quarterly newsletter along with a family picture. It is our hope that this will help members to discover 

things they have in common. Please introduce yourselves, welcome them to Faith’s family, and get to know 

them better. 

Board of Adult Discipleship 
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Jacob, Wendi, Ellamae, and 

Lincoln Eagan recently moved 

to this side of town and join us 

as transfers from St. Peter’s 

Lutheran Church. Ellamae will 

be attending Faith PreK this  

school year.  

Carl, Aidan, Hailey, and Gavin 

Bahr joined us this past year as 

long-time residents of Fond du 

Lac. Carl works for the Fond du 

Lac Fire Department. The family 

all enjoy sports. Hailey, Aidan, 

and Gavin attend school at Faith.  
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Board of Adult Discipleship 

Joshua, Laura, and Lyla Backus, 

come to us from the Manitowoc / 

Two Rivers area. Both were 

recently confirmed at Faith and 

Lyla looks forward to attending 

PreK at Faith Lutheran. Both 

enjoy family time and time 

outdoors. 

Louis Schultz VI, Kaci, Louis 

V, Jackson, and Elayna recently 

moved back to the Fond du Lac 

area. Louis work for the 

military and grew up in the 

area. Their children, Louis V 

and Elayna, attend Faith 

Lutheran School. 

New Church Directory Coming Soon! 
Have you looked at our pictorial directory lately? If you have, you realize how much 

has changed since 2011. We have a new pastor, new teachers, and staff members. 

Many members have joined our congregation since then. Some have moved away. 

Others have reached their heavenly home. I think we would all agree that it’s time for 

an update. The need for a new directory actually comes at a very good time. Our congregation recently 

purchased new church data management software that allows us to create our own pictorial directory and 

update it continually. In addition, that new software also allows us to better 

utilize time and talent information so that we can plug our members into 

service that fits their skills and abilities.   

Beginning this fall, we will begin gathering member photos, time/talent, and 

phone and address information to bring our database up to date. Watch for 

more information in the coming months. God willing we’ll have a directory 

available both in digital and printed form by early 2017. As fall nears, our Stewardship Committee will be 

putting together a team of volunteers to help take pictures and enter data. We’d love it if you could help!   
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Fall Bible Class Schedule Starts September 11  

Sunday 9:10am in the Commons 

Tuesday 8:00am Ladies Bible Class  

Wednesday 7:00am in the Commons  

Friday 9:30am in the Commons  

Mark Your Calendars! 

Fall Worship Schedule 
Begins September 11 

Thursdays 6:30pm 

Saturdays 5:30pm 

Sundays 7:45 & 10:30am 

Upcoming 

Dates to 

Note ...
 

First Day of School — August 23 

Mornings with Mommy Begins — Sept. 6 

Senior Choir Practices Begin — Sept. 7 

Sunday School Begins — Sept. 11 

Wings of Light Practices Begin — Sept. 12 
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