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When I was a kid I was good at most things and a quick learner, but I had a hard time with learning    

one really important thing. I had a hard time learning to tie my own shoe laces. I could never get it…just 

right.   

So I was always walking around with my dirty laces dragging behind me or a big 

wad of twisted knotty laces bouncing on top of my shoes.     

My mom and older brother kept trying to teach me to no avail. They gave me all 

kinds of advice on how to tie my shoes. They told me cute little stories about trees 

and rabbits that were supposed to help me tie my shoes. But I didn’t want to hear 

about bunnies or trees, I just wanted to wear shoes with Velcro; those were easier, 

especially on my blue knees, bruised from tripping all the time. Fortunately, for my 

knees and my ego, I had a best friend. 

My best friend, who was a year older than me, knew how to tie her shoes and more 

importantly how to untie the knots in mine. She would patiently untie my knots and tie my shoe laces in a 

double knot and then we would run off to play together.  She was a great friend. 

In my grown up life I still find myself tripping on my laces and making a big knotty mess out of all kinds of 

things. I make mistakes daily and fall into sin too many times to count. Fortunately, for my soul and life, I 

have another best friend. 

My best friend is good at fixing the knotty messes of my life and giving me a helping hand up when I trip 

and fall into temptation.  When our lives become a tangled mess we can ask Jesus to help us… and he will.  

There are no knots that he can’t untie, no bruised knees (hearts or souls) that he can’t fix, and no sins that he 

can’t forgive.  God tells us to pray to him, he says, “Call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, 

and you will honor me (Psalm 50:15)." What a friend we have in Jesus.   

            What a Friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer! 

O what peace we often forfeit, O what needless pain we bear, 

All because we do not carry everything to God in prayer. 

Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged; take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Can we find a friend so faithful who will all our sorrows share? 

Jesus knows our every weakness; take it to the Lord in prayer. 

Are we weak and heavy laden, cumbered with a load of care? 

           Precious Savior, still our refuge, take it to the Lord in prayer. 

          Do thy friends despise, forsake you? Take it to the Lord in prayer! 

            In his arms he'll take and shield you; you will find a solace there. 

(Joseph M. Schriven, Christian Worship 411) 

WHAT A FRIEND WE HAVE 
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2016. Another new year. Are you the type of person that likes to instill a positive habit or remove an 

undesirable one by making a New Year’s resolution? What was your resolution, or if 

you would make one, what would it be for 2016? 

Many people I know want to resolve to eat healthier, exercise more, lose weight, 

or take better care of themselves. But what are the odds of them keeping the resolution if 

it is too vague and undefined? If they had a salad for lunch or walked past Planet Fitness 

on their way to the Festival bakery, does that mean they have kept their resolution? 

Personal coaches and other experts in this field tell us that a resolution must be 

Sustainable, Measurable, Attainable, Realistic, and Timely. This acronym of S.M.A.R.T. was coined to help 

us recognize a better resolution from a mediocre or poor one. 

The same analytics can be applied when making resolutions regarding our faith life. Wanting to be a 

stronger Christian, becoming more active in your prayer life, or being a faith-filled role model for your family 

falls short on accountability. Can you measure what one of those resolutions looks like? How would you know 

if you have met your goal? 

Perhaps the S.M.A.R.T. method of goal setting would also work in this aspect of our lives? Let’s start 

with what’s measurable, attainable, and realistic first.  Can you make worship an 

action item by planning to attend one of four weekly service times? Might you tone 

your spiritual fitness by joining one of the four regular Bible studies or a Sunday 

morning enrichment study? What about “pumping up” with the blessing and assurance 

of sins forgiven by partaking in the Sacrament of Lord’s Supper during eight regular 

monthly offerings? 

You have set a faith fitness goal. That’s awesome! Now the next step is putting the 

plan from the paper into action. Easier said than done, right? Why not make your goal known to a friend who 

will act as your accountability partner? Did you realize there is a scriptural parallel in this advice? Having a 

faithful friend’s support is as old as the letters to Paul’s New Testament churches. 

In reading those epistles you’ll hear phrases like “mention you in our prayers”, 

“build each other up”, “thank God for you” and “we were encouraged about you 

because of your faith”. 

Let’s finish by talking about T for timely. What time could be better than 

right now to execute our faith life goals? We may delay on a project at home or 

work but that procrastination isn’t deadly. The first letter to the Thessalonians says 

it “will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman”; meaning 

judgment day.  And the results are not pretty.  The words used to describe those 

pains in the text are destruction, eternal, everlasting, unending destruction for the children of darkness. Talk 

about motivation. 

See you in church as you work on your faith life fitness plan. 

Board of Elders 

Page 2 

Bible Class Schedule 

Sunday 9:10am in the Commons 

Tuesday 9:00am Ladies Bible Class  

Wednesday 7:00am in the Commons  

Friday 9:30am in the Commons  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjZqZ2b7qzKAhVK5yYKHWIGCWAQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.center-umc.org%2Fget-connected%2Fbible-studies%2F&bvm=bv.112064104,d.eWE&psig=AFQjCNGQAFVNVazCosS7ZJyXZX1m91U
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjplcq97qzKAhWEJCYKHe4DDYoQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.windcrestumc.org%2Fweekday-bible-study&psig=AFQjCNGQAFVNVazCosS7ZJyXZX1m91UIsQ&ust=1452982934347587
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiv3NS4x7PKAhXMRCYKHd-aBh8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.faithandhealthconnection.org%2Fimproving-your-spiritual-fitness-level-a-health-devotional%2F&psig=AFQjCNEmDep
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjJ7uOwzbPKAhWF8CYKHRbjBJsQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fjesustrek.wordpress.com%2F&bvm=bv.112064104,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNGgIxmccbOgHylI2ZVGbqU818X-Nw&ust=1453214728111237
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjfpJ3izrPKAhWF4iYKHTj0DjkQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fstjohnswahroonga.org%2Fencourage%2F&bvm=bv.112064104,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNFDWqBAodP9iJXu25l9qw__sG_kyg&ust=1453215022


 

February 2016                                                                                                                                                          www.faithlutheranfdl.org 

Page 3 

Board of Property Management 

The Board of Property Management completed the following tasks in the fourth quarter of 2015: 

Ceiling tiles were replaced in the 6th grade classroom 

Completed work on the new front parking area light pole 

Completed several minor maintenance jobs at the parsonage 

Our board welcomed Mitch Goeglein to the custodial staff. 

Beginning 2016, we have replaced the carpeting in the church 

sanctuary and balcony.  Many thanks to those who helped with 

the project along with taking down the Christmas trees on the 

same day. 

 

February 10  Ash Wednesday with Communion 

   Theme: “This man went home justified”  

   Pastor Haugly 

February 17  Theme: “It is better that one man die for the people”  

   Pastor Haugly 

February 24  Theme: “Don’t you fear God?” 

   Pastor Behnke, St. Paul’s, NFDL 

March 2  Theme: “We have no king but Caesar”   

   Pastor Odya, St. Peter, Eldorado/Zion, Van Dyne 

March 9  Theme: “He had been wanting to see Jesus” 

   Pastor Goelzer, St. Luke’s, Oakfield 

March 16  Theme: “Not during the feast” 

   Pastor Borgwardt, Redeemer, FDL 
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“Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are old they will not 

turn from it.”  Proverbs 22:6  

Since its inception, Faith Lutheran School’s main focus has been the education of the children in our 

congregation in God’s word.  First and foremost is the knowledge of Jesus Christ 

as their Savior. 

As a school we have been blessed with the support of a congregation that truly 

values the need for Christian education. That support extends past the financial 

support that is given through the called workers and physical building it provides. 

That support is also felt in the prayers and guidance those in the congregation 

give to the young people that attend our school. 

Our school is reaching an important crossroad. We’ve been blessed with growth, seeing many of our 

classrooms reaching their reasonable capacity. With that growth is a need for more 

resources to match the needs of our diverse student body, and space to accommodate 

this growth. 

A long range planning committee has been working on developing a plan to prepare us 

for these challenges we’re facing. Talks have begun for possible expansion of our campus to 

allow for the needed space. 

The school board has also been discussing what is needed to keep our school viable for years to 

come. In assessing our school in comparison to other private schools in the Fond du Lac 

community, WELS and otherwise, we are emerging as a leader in many areas. At the same 

time, other area WELS schools have higher school fees than Faith. When comparing to the area Catholic 

schools, the gap is even greater. 

In preparation for the upcoming school year, a meeting was held on Monday, February 1, to discuss proposed 

school fees, school calendar, and handbook changes for the 2016-17 school year. As a School Board, we 

understand the financial challenges that increased school fees could present for school families and wanted the 

opportunity to layout the various options that are available to assure everyone that Faith will remain a viable 

option.  

School Board 
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Homebound Members of Faith: 

Pat Grundmeier & Johanna Runge – The Woodlands 

Susan Goede – Calumet Homestead 

Peter Winkler – Snug Harbor 

Sylvia Sauter, Ernest Kallsen, & Mildred Hauptli – St. Francis Home 

Jack Williamson – Grancare 

Artcy Fuhrmann – Lakeview Estates 

Bob & Marilyn Fields, Terri Ann Crema-Jahnke, David Jones,      

Doug Christian, Doris Voss, Elfriede Schmidt,  

Kathy Smith, Betty Lemke, Elaine Mueller 
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First Things First  
If you were a detective, what would be the easiest way to figure out a person’s priorities? I know where I 

would start: their personal calendar and their bank/credit card 

statements. Spending more time and more money on one thing verses 

another usually tells us which is a bigger priority.   

I’ve had the opportunity to teach a number of Christian marriage 

seminars as well as Christian money management seminars. In each one I can count on one or two in the group 

who are stunned when they sit down and actually calculate how much they’ve spent on restaurants or coffee or 

concert tickets or credit card interest in the past year, or how much time they’ve spent on the road or at a 

particular hobby or job.  It’s not uncommon for our priorities to become 

skewed even without our realizing it at the time. It serves us well to go back 

to the Bible for some perspective. Jesus says in Matthew chapter 6:33, “Seek 

first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be 

given to you as well.”  When we find ourselves reading the Bible less 

frequently and in God’s house infrequently, how often don’t we tell 

ourselves or others, “It’s because I’m busy!”  When we give God whatever 

cash is left over, how often don’t we tell ourselves, “There are others with 

much more to give—I’m just scraping to get by, I can’t do any more. I won’t 

have enough left for what I need to do.”  Did you notice that Jesus didn’t 

talk about dollar amounts or hour amounts here?  He talks about the heart, 

because that’s where it starts.  He’s essentially telling us to put first things first. We’re only here for a while, 

then life ends, then eternity in heaven or hell begins. The temporary hours and goods that God gives us, he 

gives us to put to work to keep ourselves, our families, and our neighbors on the path to heaven.  And he says, 

don’t worry about having enough time or money left over when you’re done, I’ll take care of that. “All these 

things will be given to you as well.”  

OK. Time for some honest talk. God has showered us with 

blessings this past year at Faith congregation. School enrolment is 

up, PreK is up and running, over 100 new people are part of our 

Faith family, yet at the same time worship attendance is down 

slightly, Bible study attendance is down slightly. Offerings are up 

slightly, but not keeping pace with ministry costs. It’s a good time 

to examine our priorities. Our stewardship theme for 2016 is “First 

Things First.” May God lead us to trust that when we use our gifts 

to serve him, not only will his kingdom be blessed, he will bless us too, just as he always has.   

 

 

Board of Adult Discipleship 
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Faith Church Membership 

Baptized Members — 1630 

Communicant Members — 1244 
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Worship Schedule  

 Sundays: 7:45 & 10:30am 

 Thursdays: 6:30pm (no Thursday services during Lent) 

 Saturdays: 5:30pm 

 Lenten Services: Wednesdays 3:30 & 6:30pm  

      Lenten Suppers 4:30pm  

   

   Ash Wednesday    Feb. 10    3:30 & 6:30pm w/Communion 

   Maundy Thursday    Mar. 24    3:30 & 6:30pm w/Communion 

   Good Friday    Mar. 25    1:00pm w/Communion 

   Tenebrae     Mar. 25    7:00pm    

   Easter Sunday    Mar. 27    Sunrise 6:00am   Festival 7:45 & 9:30am 

        Easter Breakfast 7:00am 

   Examination    Apr. 21    6:30pm 

   Confirmation    Apr. 24    10:30am 
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