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 I was recently watching a documentary about a young man from Korea. Some of the very first 

footage was of this man singing a hymn at his church—a Christian congregation in South Korea. He was 

one of the few who had escaped from one of the notorious concentration camps in the North. It’s hard to 

imagine any human enduring what he and his fellow prisoners encountered on a daily basis. They slept 

every night on a concrete floor—worked 14-18 hours hard labor every day, they were frequently beaten, 

sometimes suspended by their arms from the ceiling for days at a time—his further description of the 

putrid conditions of the camp almost made me sick to my stomach. This man was interviewed a few 

years after his escape, and so he had regained weight and looked very healthy on camera, at least at first. 

As the camera rolled, however, he broke down in tears, showed his permanently crooked arms to the 

camera and shared how he never could wear shorts in public because of the scars on his legs. Clearly this 

young man was dealing with serious pain, both physical and emotional. My heart went out to him.  

There are many people who hear about situations like this and conclude 

that there must not be a God—certainly not a loving God. After all, how 

could a loving God allow this kind of abuse and injustice into any 

person’s life? Yet this man was clearly a Christian. In fact, throughout 

the film, the camera kept cutting back to the footage of this man singing 

with his friends at church. Even with the scars on his legs, even with his 

bent arms, he knew he has been made perfect through Christ. It brought 

to mind the words of Psalm 34:18-19 “The Lord is close to the 

brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit. The 

righteous person may have many troubles, but the Lord delivers him 

from them all.” What a powerful picture! God hadn’t allowed this man 

to suffer because he hated him. God had used this to show the strength of his love and power—that he 

can lift us up out of the worst that this world has to offer. And one day he will 

restore us to perfection.  

 Can you see how these words still apply to us today? The “righteous 

person may have many troubles”. Those aren’t fun words to hear are they, but 

they sure are true! No one likes to endure suffering or hurt or pain, but we will. 

That’s a guarantee. So when you are in the midst of troubles, whether physical or 

mental, whether at the hands of God’s enemies or those who share the bond of 

faith with you—remember, this shouldn’t come as a surprise. “The righteous 

person may have many troubles”. But then remember this: “the Lord delivers 

him from them all”. Whether tomorrow, in ten years, or when we enter heaven, 

all those troubles will be taken care of. Every one—no matter how horrible. So 

go like that young man with scars, bruises, crooked arms, wounded hearts and 

all, and sing to the God who will one day make them all a distant memory.   

“The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit. 

The righteous person may have many troubles, but the Lord delivers him from them all.” 

Psalm 34:18-19  
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We recently started a new program at Faith called Mail Slot Ministry. Its purpose is two-fold—first, we hope 

to encourage our members to stay connected to Christ through Word and Sacrament. Contacting members as 

early as possible to encourage regular worship life at Faith is a priority. Secondly, we want to see if there is 

anything that we as a congregation can do to assist those members who haven’t been able to regularly attend 

church (i.e. someone who is sick or whose job may have changed). 

We plan to accomplish these goals by making personal visits and delivering the information that has 

accumulated in the mail slots of those members over several weeks. 

The Mail Slot Ministry (MSM) will complement the existing efforts of 

the Board of Elders and the Visiting Elders. The primary focus of the 

Board of Elders is the Long-Term Inactive Members (those who 

have not received the Lord’s Supper in over one year). The Visiting 

Elders minister to Inactive Members (those who have not received 

the Lord’s Supper for at least four months).  

The MSM visitors will allow us to make contact with members who 

have missed worship for several weeks, hopefully preventing them 

from becoming inactive members. The goal is to encourage members by regularly making early contact with 

them and offering spiritual encouragement. The pastors and/or lay leaders 

train MSM visitors before they make visits. The MSM visitors receive 

assistance from the current Visiting Elders and the Board of Elders. 

We are still in need of a few additional volunteers who are willing to serve 

as MSM visitors. If you have an interest, please speak with one of the 

pastors.   

Board of Elders 
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Unless they are our sons and daughters, we probably don’t think about them that often, but while we enjoy the 

blessings of freedom and security, our military personnel are making significant sacrifices that make these 

blessings possible. Mr. Steve Lentz from our Faith Board of Adult Discipleship keeps in contact with the 

active duty members at Faith.  

 Petty Officer Wendy Johnson—US Navy, is active reserve, her military life has been quiet these past few 

months. She and her husband are enjoying time with their first child.  

 LCpl Alex Liebert—US Marines, just got married to Jordan Retelle March 7, 2016—

congratulations!  

 Specialist Jon Neubauer—US Army, is living at Schofield Barracks, Hawaii, at the 

“University of Bombs and Bullets,” studying explosives and explosive disarmament. He 

is headed for the Philippines for a bit and recently met John Kuhn of the Packers.  

 Sgt. Benjamin Otte—US Marines, is stationed aboard the USS Kearsarge LHD3. His 

deployment is nearing its end and he will return home soon.  

 Pvt. Adam Rohde graduated from Fort Leonard Wood and is headed to Camp Humphreys in Korea. He got 

his “castle” pinned on his collar February 26, 2016 as he was inducted into the US Army Corps of 

Engineers.  

 Corrin Kollmann just graduated boot camp and is at Lackland Air Force Base in Texas.  

Please keep all of our military personnel in your prayers! Freedom isn’t free.   

Board of Adult Discipleship:  Military Personnel 
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The Board of Property Management is happy to announce the installation 

of a reading loft in the preschool classroom. Also, you may have noticed 

two dead trees on the islands in the parking lot. Due to concerns that winter 

salting may be what killed them (and we will certainly continue to salt), it 

has been decided not to replace the trees at this time. We will instead 

remove the dead tree stumps. 

Thanks to a generous gift from the family of Mark Neubauer, we are 

planning to install a new scoreboard in the gym and looking at making 

improvements to the softball infield on our campus. 
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Board of Property Management 

Homebound Members of Faith 

Pat Grundmeier & Johanna Runge – The Woodlands 
Susan Goede – Calumet Homestead 

Peter Winkler – Snug Harbor 
Sylvia Sauter, Ernest Kallsen, & Mildred Hauptli – St. Francis Home 

Jack Williamson – Grancare 
Artcy Fuhrmann – Lakeview Estates 

Bob & Marilyn Fields, Terri Ann Crema-Jahnke, David Jones,      
Doug Christian, Doris Voss, Elfriede Schmidt,  

Kathy Smith, Betty Lemke 

Faith Preschool is very excited—and 
thankful—for their new loft! 

Board of Youth Discipleship 

The Board of Youth Discipleship has continued to strive to improve ministry opportunities for young souls 

from preschool to high school age. One of the groups the board is working with to achieve this goal is 

Prepared.  

Prepared is our youth ministry geared toward students from pre-K to 8th grade. The 

purpose of Prepared is to further the work of preparing our children both for their 

adult lives in this world and for their eternal lives. Although a relatively new group, 

Prepared events (such as Christmas for Kids, Family Bowling Tournament, and Pine 

Car Derby) have been very well attended and supported by the congregation. This 

summer, Prepared is inviting the congregation on a family campout at Green Lake 

Conference Center for Father’s Day weekend, June 17-19.  

Recently, nomination letters were sent out to 24 Faith school families and four public 

school families, asking them to consider serving on a Prepared Planning Team. Team 

members are asked to help with one event each year. It is hoped this will spread out the 

planning and execution of the events and make the experience enjoyable for everyone. 

We look forward to what God has planned for the great youth programs and activities that Faith has to offer, 

and know that Faith’s members have been and will continue to play a key role in God’s plan for our youth. 

Please send us a note  

 if you have a new  

 address, email, or  

 phone number 
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WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS (Shepherding) 

Shepherding is a part of the Adult Discipleship Ministries here at Faith Lutheran Church. One of the goals of 

the Shepherding Ministry is to welcome new members into Faith’s Congregation. When new members join the 

congregation we want to help them become a part of Faith’s family. We do this by providing paths to growth 

and productivity through regular worship (connecting to God’s Word), and creating friendships in the 

congregation (connecting to God’s work).  

We all know how difficult it is to get to know new people when joining a congregation of Faith’s size. It 

would be very difficult to introduce the whole congregation to each new member. It is our hope that this photo 

section will help “introduce” these new members to you. Please introduce yourselves, welcome them to Faith’s 

family, and get to know them better! 

Board of Adult Discipleship 
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Justin & Shannon Schuenemann 

Leah & Justin Simon 

Halstyn Bray & Kaylah 

Jason & Jamie Adams 

Max & Jack Ringler 

Brad & Peggy Zenko 

Travis & Amanda Dash 

Olivia & Natalie 
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Board of Adult Discipleship 

Steve & Keri Pieper 

Makenzi & Wesley 

Patty McBride 

Mark & Angie Kramer 

Lia & Elijah 

Jay & LeAnn Smith 

Bryanna & Jacob 

Justin Moore 

Dan Krohn &  

Fiance` Jamie-Lee Hall 

Faith Church Membership 

Baptized Members — 1635 

Communicant Members — 1238 

NOT PICTURED:  

* Brian & Katie Appleman, Bailee 

* Dr. Steven Sandstrom & Kirsti, 

Karolina, Kristian, Kristina 

* Carl Bahr, Aidan, Hailey, Gavin 

* Jacob & Wendi Eagan, 

Ellamae, Lincoln 

* Louis Schultz VI & Kaci 

Louis V, Jackson, Elayna 

Watch for their photos in the 

August FOCUS! 
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Coming Up... 

 Preschool Graduation May 23 6:00pm 

 K-8 Closing Service May 26 6:30pm 

 Summer Office Hours 8:00am-2:00pm 

 Youth Rally in Colorado June 28-July 1 

 Quarterly Voters’ Meeting July 18 6:00pm 

VBS  

Summer 

Soccer 

Camp 

July 25 — 

July 29 

following the 9:30am service 

Come for great food, fun, & fellowship! 

July 
31 

 

Faith Family Nights 
Families are invited to get together at the playground Tuesdays 

this summer 5:30-7:00pm June 7 & 21, July 5 & 19, August 2. 
The building will be open to make restrooms available. 
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