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The story has often been repeated about Katie Luther who once cheered up her husband, Martin, by 

dressing herself in mourning clothes when he seemed particularly downcast. When Dr. Luther noticed 

her dressed in black, he is said to have asked: "What's wrong Katie? Did someone die?" "Yes, I think so," 

she answered, "God must have died the way you have been acting." This subtle reminder of God's 

presence and power is supposed to have jolted 

Luther out of his depression. 

Whether true or not, this story serves well to 

illustrate the unfitting attitude and behavior that 

sometimes even the most mature Christians display 

when things go wrong in their lives. We so easily 

act as if there were no God in heaven, as though 

God had died, and as though our Lord Jesus has not risen from the grave to give life, hope, and joy of 

salvation to us all. 

What makes us act like that? I'm afraid such behavior often flows from hearts 

that are too fixed on earthly things—things we deem essential for the good life 

here and now. We toil and labor, we fret and worry needlessly. We're like 

those women who on the first Easter morning were looking in the cemetery for 

a dead body, when in reality their Lord had risen. Or we're like the disciples 

who hid themselves behind locked doors because they didn't quite believe the 

wonderful reports they had received about Christ's resurrection. 

Easter is a day of rejoicing! And for us Christians, every day can be EASTER. 

The message of the angel at the tomb where the dead Jesus had been laid was "He is not here! He is 

risen!" How vain, how futile, how foolish it is for us who know the Lord Jesus by faith and to still act as 

though our God were dead! Now even when the greatest catastrophes of life overtake us, when sickness 

and pain strike us down, when disappointments in business and social relationships plague us, and even 

when death itself threatens, when conscience accuses us, when we lose a loved one, we can still lift up 

our heads in joy and say: 

Jesus lives! I know full well 

Nothing me from him shall sever, 

Life or death nor pow'rs of hell 

Part me now from Christ forever. 

God will be a sure defense; 

This shall be my confidence.  
  CW #145:4 
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  SUMMER VACATION – IS WORSHIP IN YOUR PLAN??? 

As the 2016-17 school year ends and summer begins, let’s remember to put hearing the Word of God at Faith 

in our vacation plans. Usually church attendance declines when school is not in session, but is there really an 

excuse for missing church worship during the summer? 

Faith has been blessed in 2017 with 10 adult confirmations. The current Adult Information Class has 20 

prospective members attending. Faith Lutheran School is growing and is looking at increased enrollment in the 

Fall. Committees have been formed and are working at planning the how and 

when for needed expansion of our facility. So many exciting blessings here on 

our campus! 

Our summer schedule begins Memorial Day weekend, May 25-28. Church 

services are held every Thursday at 6:30pm, Saturday at 5:30pm, and Sundays 

at 7:45 & 9:30am. On Sundays, our college students will again be sponsoring 

a coffee and social time between services so you can spend time with our new 

and old members. 

In addition, Bible classes on Wednesdays at 7:00am and Fridays at 9:30am are held throughout the summer. Is 

summer a good time to join a Bible class? YES! 

Faith is growing! Summer is the time to keep the momentum going. Let’s come together all summer long to 

praise our LORD! We need to hear and study the Word of God regularly! 

SEE YOU IN CHURCH ALL SUMMER LONG!!! 

Board of Elders 
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Financial Stewardship 2017 First Quarter 

We saw a significant drop in offerings and special gifts in the First Quarter of 2017. While some of 

this is due to the timing of Lent, we are still watching this trend carefully. Please keep the ministry of 

Faith in mind as you plan your financial gifts this quarter. 

http://emmanuelbiblechurch.net/calendar/event/9/worship-summer-hours/2016-08-07
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Faith Church Campout 
Our Prepared group is once again hosting the Faith Camping Weekend at Green Lake Conference Center 

over Father’s Day Weekend, June 16-18. Come and join us for a fun and relaxing weekend focused on God 

and family. There is something for everyone. There will be group devotions, music, group meals, camp fires, 

and S’mores, of course. Like to get out on the water? You can enjoy swimming at the 

beach or rent a canoe, pontoon, stand-up paddle board, jet skis, speed boats, and more. 

Prefer to stay dry? The campground offers indoor and outdoor volleyball and basketball 

courts, outdoor tennis courts, a 9-hole disc golf course, and a sports field for playing 

soccer, football, or baseball. Want to enjoy nature? There are hiking and biking trails, a 

rose garden, and multiple quiet sitting areas. Looking for a way to unleash your creativity? There is even an art 

studio which offers personal instruction in ceramics, china decorating, jewelry making, and stained glass. How 

about a little nostalgia? The country store offers penny candies, just like the good ol’ days. Overnight options 

include campsites with water, electric, and sewer hookups. There are also cabins available for rent. Can’t stay 

for the whole weekend? No problem. A day pass to the campground is only $5 per person. If 

you plan on joining us, please put your information on the signup sheet in the narthex across 

from the office. For more information, contact Andrew Evraets (contact information on the sign 

up and information sheets). 
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Board of Youth Discipleship 

God’s Richest Blessings 
One of the richest blessings God gives us is the opportunity to witness our faith to our children. Every day in our school 

you can see the hand of the Holy Spirit through our called workers strengthening and enriching our students’ faith.   

We’ve been further blessed to have non-member families find their way into our fold through our school. The preschool 

program had six non-member families enrolled this year. Five of those families have registered for 

Kindergarten next year.   

With these blessings come challenges. Our Kindergarten class enrollment could be as high as 34 

children next year. If you’ve ever been in a classroom of 4 and 5 year olds, I’m sure you can 

understand that is too many children for one teacher to manage. As a school board, we have 

developed a plan to manage this situation. We will be bringing our recommendations to a special 

voters’ meeting scheduled for May 22 at 6:30pm. You are encouraged to attend. We want all those 

who care about our school mission to have their voice heard.  

Due to the foresight and planning of the leaders in our congregation, we have been prepared for the day we might see 

increased class sizes. The Long Range Planning Committee and the Campus Master Planning Committee have 

positioned us well for the impending need for additional space.  Recommendations for what areas of an expansion would 

be most needed, and how those additions would be funded will be presented to the congregation very soon. 

The school board has facilitated and will continue to hold forums with our school families to discuss the funding model 

of our school. The growth of our school is out-pacing the giving we see in the offering plate. We are looking ahead and 

planning for the possibility that school families may need to bear more of the burden for the cost of education. That 

potential additional cost would help bridge the gap of financial need as our school’s growth requires more staff to 

support the number of students. 

Please attend the important meetings that will be happening to determine the direction that we as a congregation take.  

Also, keep our school and our congregational leaders in your prayers while we work through these important issues. 

School Board 
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WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS (Shepherding) 

Shepherding is a part of the Adult Discipleship Ministries here at Faith Lutheran Church. One of the goals of 

the Shepherding Ministry is to welcome new members into Faith’s Congregation. When new members join the 

congregation we want to help them become a part of Faith’s family. We do this by providing paths to growth 

and productivity through regular worship (connecting to God’s Word), and creating friendships in the 

congregation (connecting to God’s work).  

We all know how difficult it is to get to know new people when joining a congregation of Faith’s size. It 

would be very difficult to introduce the whole congregation to each new member. It is our hope that this photo 

section will help “introduce” these new members to you. Please introduce yourselves, welcome them to Faith’s 

family, and get to know them better! 

Board of Adult Discipleship 
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Christine & Zephania Obenauer 

Nelsa, James, & Nathan Griesbach 

Chris, Amy, Ava, Christian, & Adrian Wadel 

Nathan, Amanda, & Isabelle Sesing 

Cindy Rodriguez 



 

May 2017                                                                                                                                                                www.faithlutheranfdl.org 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Page 5 

Board of Adult Discipleship 

Quintin Camacho 

Andre, Drew, Alicia, Olivia, & Bentley Bright 

Amanda Fochs Cassy Frank 

Kirk, Abbie, Grace, Bennet, Lanie, & Sawyer 

Midthun 
Faith Church Membership 

Baptized Members — 1626 

Communicant Members — 1236 

Michelle Nieman 

Charlene & Arlyn Henzel 
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Coming Up... 

 Special Voters’ Meeting May 22 6:30pm 

 Preschool Graduation May 22 5:30pm 

 Kindergarten Graduation May 24 6:30pm 

 K-8 Closing Service May 25 6:30pm 

 Church Campout June 16-18 

 Quarterly Voters’ Meeting July 17 6:30pm 
VBS  

Summer 

Soccer 

Camp 

July 24 — 

July 28 following the 9:30am service 

Come for great food, fun, & fellowship! 

July 
30 
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