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Praise the LORD, my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name. Praise the LORD, my soul, and forget 

not all his benefits—who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from the 

pit and crowns you with love and compassion, who satisfies your desires with good things so that your 

youth is renewed like the eagle’s. (Psalm 103:1-5) 

 

  

NOW THANK WE . . . WITH OUR HEARTS 
 

For more than three centuries, the Protestant churches of Europe and America have resounded to the 

stirring tune of Martin Rinkart's great hymn of thanksgiving, "Now Thank We All Our God." The opening 

lines express the thoughts of the truly thankful Christian, "Now thank we all our God, with heart and hands 

and voices." Let us take these words as a guide in our Thanksgiving meditations. 

  

The Psalm of thanksgiving quoted above leads us to understand the meaning of true gratitude. The Psalmist 

does not suggest that true praise is a mere matter of high-sounding phrases and elegant words. He 

says rather, "Praise the LORD, my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name. Praise the LORD, my 

soul, and forget not all his benefits." With our hearts let us thank our God, for in our hearts we know that 

all His benefits include more than outward peace and prosperity, health, and happiness. This benefit the 

Psalmist places at the head of his list in the words, "Who forgives all your sins." 

  

Let our thanksgiving begin "at the top." Let us 

remember, and not forget, this greatest goodness of 

God; for Jesus' sake He has forgiven all our sins; He 

regards and treats us as His children; He daily 

restores us; He leads us heavenward. For this benefit 

alone we have reason to thank Him always. 

  

When we go "down the list" to blessings for the 

body, we see further evidence of undeserved 

goodness. Then our gratitude does not depend 

on how much or how little God has chosen to give us during this past year. Though it is little, as men 

usually reckon it, to us it is still much; it is still the evidence of God's grace. Even if we are reduced to 

poverty, we can still say with Job, "The Lord has given, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name 

of the Lord." 

 

Let us with a full heart thank God, who has forgiven all our iniquities. Then we will surely add our 

gratitude for all the other gifts with which God has crowned our days on earth. Lord God, teach us true 

gratitude for Your greatest gift, forgiveness in Christ; and give us grace to thank You for all the gifts for 

the body, with hearts and hands and voices.  

Now Thank We All Our God 

Faith Ev. Lutheran Church, Fond du Lac, WI 

FAITH FOCUS  
A Quarterly Newsletter 
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“O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good.”  Based on the words of the psalmist, our stewardship theme for 2015 

is Thank You God. Looking at the many ministries at Faith, there is much that we as a congregation have to be 

thankful for. 

Last  summer, we once again held a VBS Soccer Camp that brought about 150 children 

onto our campus—including 70 that weren’t members.  These children were on our 

campus for a week learning about the Bible theme “Hidden in Christ” while learning 

soccer skills.  

We expanded our ministry by starting a Pre-K program.  Throughout the spring and 

summer, volunteers spent countless hours turning the old computer lab into a classroom 

and installing a new playground.  In addition, gifts of over $30,000 were given to the 

capital campaign to help start this ministry.  There are already 20 students enrolled in the 

program. In August, another year of Christian education also started for Faith Lutheran 

School.  We are once again blessed to see an increase in the total enrollment, with 192 

students enrolled at Faith.  This means that each day between the Pre-K and school, there 

are over 200 children in our building, which is the capacity of what our current building 

can support.   

In December we will once again hold our Christmas for Kids event along with the Live Nativity at the  Children’s 

Museum of Fond du Lac.  In the coming months, this event will be publicized in the Children’s Museum 

publications to the Fond du Lac community.  This event provides an opportunity to share the Christmas story with 

many nonmembers and invite them to join our worship services on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 

All of these ministry opportunities are supported by our weekly offerings.  Looking at our financial support for 

2015, there are also many reasons to say Thank You God.  Through September this 

year, weekly offerings have increased by 5% from last year.  We have also been 

blessed with several gifts that were given through the WELS Foundation.  One of 

our major upgrades this year was replacing our phone system that was starting to 

fail.  This project grew to include an upgrade to our network to support the school as 

they continue to use technology more in education.  The WELS Foundation helped a 

member give an offering of stock shares directed towards the purchase of the upgraded phone system this year—

allowing us to complete that project without using budgeted funds.  We also received an anonymous gift that was 

given through the Foundation that will allow us to purchase timpani to use in worship services. 

While we have been blessed to see an increase in offerings through the first three quarters, we have still had to 

borrow against our line of credit to support our ongoing ministries.  So far this year our budgeted expenses have 

been $113,000 more than weekly offerings.  This is less deficit spending than last year, but still significantly more 

than we have seen in previous years. 

In addition to weekly offerings, designated offerings also regularly support Faith’s debt reduction efforts.  At the 

end of the third quarter, our total debt was just over $125,000. 

Each year, a significant portion of our offerings are given at the end of the year.  As we once again prepare to 

celebrate Thanksgiving and Christmas, may we continue to remember to say Thank You God for the many 

blessings we have as we generously give to support Faith’s ministry. 

Board of Adult Discipleship — Stewardship Committee Update 
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Worship at the Cross - Update  

It is always on the church’s calendar every month. But what exactly does it encompass? What has been happening 

with this ministry? With many new members joining our congregation in the last two years, an update is in order.  

Worship at the Cross has been in existence for almost seven years. It is a simplified worship service geared toward 

the developmentally disabled. The service consists of memory nuggets and familiar songs. The service lasts half an 

hour, followed by fellowship. There are also prayer requests. Service plus fellowship usually runs about an hour 

and 15 minutes. The services are held on the second Thursday of the month in the commons, with the exception of 

Advent and Lent. Those two services, as well as the special Christmas and Easter services, are held in the 

sanctuary. The attendance for the services averages around 50. Worship at the Cross is NOT budgeted – it is totally 

funded by gifts. Worship at the Cross has been blessed with a core of steady volunteers, but more are needed.  

Some ministry growth opportunities are now in the planning stages. Pastor Parsons is 

looking at using high school students to do Bible studies at group homes with residents. 

The studies would be after school and before the residents’ supper hours. St. Paul’s in 

North Fond du Lac is looking at starting a Worship at the Cross service in 2016. They are 

working with the Arc on logistics and which night to hold the service. We are also looking 

to try to get all the WELS churches involved in working with 8-10 group homes. 

There are a few areas where help is needed. A crew to help set up before the service in the 

commons for about 45 minutes to an hour. Donations of healthy snacks and juices are also needed, or just monetary 

donations to purchase items for fellowship time after the service.  

Future needs include volunteers to share a devotion and/or deliver DVDs of the service every month to group 

homes who cannot attend due to staffing issues. Another goal is to have volunteers lead simplified Bible classes 

and tutor our Worship at the Cross friends with the intent of getting them ready for confirmation.  

Please support this ministry with your time, talents, and prayers! 

Board of Elders 

Board of Property Management 

What’s New with the Board of Property Management...  

Recently a new light pole was donated by a church member and put up by the handicap parking 

area.  This parking area has always been somewhat dark at night, so this was a badly needed item.  

There were many church members who generously donated their time and talents to complete this 

project, including priming and painting the light pole, digging and creating the concrete foundation, 

setting the light pole and wiring it, and finally, repairing and reseeding the grass where the electrical trench 

was dug.  Our board wants to thank all who were involved in this task, and best of all, this work was 

accomplished at zero cost to Faith Church. 

Our Board would like to thank Mark Acker for his years of faithful service to our congregation by serving as 

our part-time custodian.  Mark did a great job keeping our facility clean and presentable.  If you see Mark, be 

sure to thank him for his service to Faith.   We are also pleased to announce that Mitch Goeglein will be taking 

over the part-time custodial duties.  Mitch is a former Faith Student and WLA graduate.  Mitch is currently a 

student at UW-FDL and has been helping Norbert as of October with the daily cleaning duties. 
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THANKSGIVING WORSHIP  

Wednesday, November 25 at 6:30pm with Holy Communion 

Thursday, November 26 at 9:00am with Holy Communion 

 

MIDWEEK ADVENT WORSHIP 

Worship Theme: "Wrecked & Redeemed"  

Wednesdays, December 2, 9, &16, at 3:30 & 6:30pm 

 

FAITH CHOIRS 

Worship with Song and Word - Saturday, December 12, at 5:30pm 

Sunday, December 13, at 7:45 & 10:30am 

 

CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS SERVICES 

Tuesday, December 22, at 9:30am  

Thursday, December 24, at 2:30 and 4:30pm 

All services are held in Faith Church Sanctuary 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT WORSHIP 

Thursday, December 24, at 9:00pm 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP 

Friday, December 25, at 9:00am 

 

NEW YEAR'S WORSHIP 

New Year's Eve, December 31, at 5:30pm with Holy Communion 

New Year's Day, January 1, at 9:00am with Holy Communion 

Faith Church Membership 

Baptized Members — 1651 

Communicant Members — 1264 

Homebound Members of Faith: 

Pat Grundmeier & Johanna Runge – The Woodlands 

Susan Goede – Calumet Homestead 

Peter Winkler – Snug Harbor 

Delores Worchel – Lincoln House 

Sylvia Sauter, Ernest Kallsen, & Mildred Hauptli – St. Francis Home 

Jack Williamson – Grancare 

 

Bob & Marilyn Fields, Terri Ann Crema-Jahnke, David Jones,      

Doug Christian, Doris Voss, Elfriede Schmidt,  

Kathy Smith, Betty Lemke, Elaine Mueller 
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Nearly every family has a set of stories they tell over and over. It may be how Grandpa came to this country 

with only five dollars in his pocket. Perhaps you have an ancestor who fought in a famous battle. It may be the 

story of a romance, or a child’s rescue, or a moment of profound accomplishment. I enjoy telling the story of 

how my grandfather met my grandmother on a boat coming back from serving as a missionary in China. 

In some ways, the stories we remember—and tell—shape us. They explain where we’ve come from. They 

shed light on who we are. They guide our steps as we move forward in life. 

That is one of the reasons the Bible is so important, or should be, because it is the story of all of us, from the 

first words of Genesis to the last lines of Revelation. And the stories of the Bible are more than just stories—

they are the history of God’s relationship with humanity. 

That’s why, during our midweek Advent series, we are revisiting some of the most compelling and dramatic 

Bible Family Tree Stories, the stories of five women found in Matthew chapter 1. 

During our three midweek advent series, Wrecked and Redeemed, we will take a look at the lives of Tamar, 

Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba, and Mary and see the way God worked in them and with them to bring about his 

promises and purposes in their lives and ours. Like the stories in our physical tree, these stories shape us. They 

explain where we’ve come from. They shed light on who we are. They guide our steps as we move forward in 

life. 

Join us for Wrecked and Redeemed, December 2, 9, and 16 at 3:30pm and 6:30pm. 

Pastor Parsons 
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WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS (SHEPHERDING) 

Shepherding is a part of the Adult Discipleship Ministries here at Faith Lutheran Church. One of the goals of 

the Shepherding Ministry is to welcome new members into Faith’s Congregation. When new members join the 

congregation, we want to help them become part of Faith’s family. We do this by providing paths to growth 

and productivity through regular worship (connecting to God’s Word), and creating friendships in the 

congregation (connecting to God’s work).  

 

We all know how difficult it is to get to know new people when joining a congregation of Faith’s size. It 

would very difficult to introduce the whole congregation to each new member. So, during the “New Member 

Interview” we ask each new member to fill out a short biography of themselves (things like occupation, 

interests, where they came from, how long they’ve lived here, etc.) with full knowledge that it will be included 

in the quarterly newsletter along with a family picture. It is our hope that this will help members to discover 

things they have in common. Please introduce yourselves, welcome them to Faith’s family, and get to know 

them better. 

 

 

 

JAMIE LODUHA and SCOTT NEUMANN 

come to us from the Fond du Lac area, they are 

engaged to be married in August of 2016. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

MIKE and LAURIE KOECK come to us from Waupun. They 

are empty nesters who moved to the area after Mike’s retirement 

as a corrections officer.  
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Board of Adult Discipleship 

Parish Nurses of Faith 

Pat Schwalbe  Louann Biddick Leanne Wciorka Dorothy Rabenhorst 

Melissa Dowland Jennifer Roehl  Linda Paul  Stephanie Pankratz 

 Judy Bender  Diane Paul             Stacy Haase  Amy Freese 

 Kris Zahrobsky Haley Kelly             Holli Reese 
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JULIE PINNO (Husband Jeff) and children 

JAIDEN and JUSTICE come to us from the 

Brownsville area.  Jaiden is in Kindergarten at 

Faith this year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AMBER LOBERGER and children, 

BRADY AND CARISSA, come to use 

from the Fond du Lac area.  Amber works 

for the City of Fond du Lac and her children 

are new to Faith School this year.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANDREW and MOLLY AIRD live in Fond 

du Lac with their two children, ELLYNORE 

(3) and TAVISH (2 months).  Molly teaches 

4K in FDL and Andrew works for the FDL 

Fire Department. 
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Advent by Candlelight: Sunday, November 22, 6:00pm 

“Christmas for Kids”: Saturday, December 13, 10:00am 

Budget Meeting: Monday, January 19, 6:30pm 

Christian Education Week: January 18-24  

Visit Faith Day: Friday, January 22 

Annual Voters’ Meeting: Monday, January 26, 6:30pm 

Ash Wednesday: February 10, services 3:30 & 6:30pm 

55 Prairie Rd. 

Fond du Lac, WI  54935-2902 

Tel: 920-922-3530 

www.faithlutheranfdl.org 
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