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Not right for the part 
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It has been said that the reason Charles Schultz’s comic strip Peanuts is so popular is because everyone can 

relate to the stories it tells. For example, one day Charlie Brown was 

talking to Linus about the sense of inadequacy he feels all the time. 

Charlie moaned, “You see, Linus, it goes all the way back to the 

beginning. The moment I was born and set foot on the stage of life they 

took one look at me and said, “Not right for the part!” “Not right for the 

part!” Maybe you have felt that same way. I know I have. 

There was a time in college where I literally did not feel right for the part. 

Back in high school and college, I did a little bit of play acting and there 

was a particular play that I auditioned for and got cast in that I was sure 

the director had made a terrible mistake in the part she gave me and the 

way she wanted me to play it. All the way up until the night of dress rehearsal, I was uncomfortable with 

my role and wondered if I would ruin the whole production because of the director’s poor decision in 

casting me in that part. 

“Not right for the part!” Maybe you have felt that way in real life…on much more important stages. Maybe 

you said, “Not right for the part,” when you found yourself six weeks into a new job that required you to 

do many things for which you were not really qualified or trained. Maybe you said, “Not right for the part” 

when you found out that you had been given the responsibility of raising a child with special needs. Maybe 

you say, “Not right for the part,” every time a friend or a family member is in need of some sort of 

assistance that you are not comfortable or don’t feel qualified to help with. 

In the Bible, believers often questioned parts God gave them to play. “I 

am supposed to lead your people Israel out of Egypt. Not right for the 

part,” said shepherd Moses. “You want me to lead an army against the 

much superior Philistine army. Not right for the part,” said Gideon. 

“Bear a child in my old age? Not right for the part,” laughed Sarah. 

“You want me, a man dead set on murdering your followers, to be your 

messenger? Not right for the part,” confessed the Apostle Paul.   

“Not right for the part,” says the new Christian every time his or her 

pastor talks about the new sanctified life that Christians live as part of 

God’s family.  “Not right for the part,” says the pastor facing new challenges in the church.  “Not right for 

the part,” says the fixed-income church member who was encouraged to give more to the church. “Not 

right for the part,” says the busy church member, who was asked to be included in the church cleaning 

schedule. “Not right for the part,” says the peace-loving church member who knows that a friend is falling 

into a sin that needs to be confronted. 

“Not right for the part,” we might say when we hear about the various gifts that God has given to 

believers. “Prophesying…, serving…, teaching…, contributing to the needs of others…, 

encouraging…, showing mercy…, leadership….” after each one we say silently, “Nope not me, not right 

for the part.” (Continued on page 4…) 
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  Get to Know Our Faithful Quilters 

The Faithful Quilters is a group of 6-10 women who meet 

every Monday morning during the school year in the commons from 9:00-

11:00am. The group, which has been meeting for over 20 years, is made up of 

women, but men are welcome. The only requirement is a love and passion to 

sew and quilt.  

The primary purpose of the Faithful Quilters is Christian fellowship—sharing in 

the ability to create very nice quilts of all sizes to share with anyone interested in 

them. They also support a number of their favorite mission projects with the 

proceeds from sales of their projects. Before shipping became so expensive, they 

shipped quilts to the Apache Mission, Mission of the Children (which is the 

Tucson mission going into Mexico), and Comforter Ministries that provide 

comfort quilts for women in cancer treatment, including members of Faith congregation. Recently, twin-sized 

quilts headed to Milwaukee for the Home for Unwed Mothers.  

Every year the quilters contribute to Faith's General Fund and other special funds as well when they are able. 

Some of these special groups are CAMM (Central Africa Medical 

Mission), WILM (Wisconsin Institutional Lutheran Ministries), and Time 

of Grace. 

Almost every year they ask and receive permission from the Church 

Council to have a fundraiser where they offer all of the things they create 

to fellow members by hanging them in the commons. The group is 

always very thankful for the response they receive.  

Over these many years, their profits have varied as their only expense is the batting they need or larger pieces 

of fabric used in backings. The majority of the fabric they use is obtained through donations.  

They also take “special orders” and are happy to respond when asked to create something special for our 

church members. For more information about the Faithful Quilters, please contact Lois Spangenberg at 920-

922-7636 or ljspang@yahoo.com. 

Board of Adult Discipleship 
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Homebound Members of Faith 

Johanna Runge – The Woodlands 

Susan Goede – Calumet Homestead 

Peter Winkler – Snug Harbor 

Ernest Kallsen & Mildred Hauptli – St. Francis Home 

Jack Williamson – Grancare 

Artcy Fuhrmann – Lakeview Estates 

Bob & Marilyn Fields, Terri Ann Crema-Jahnke,  

David Jones, Doris Voss, Kathy Smith, Betty Lemke 
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Faith Lutheran Is Truly Blessed 

2016 has been a very productive year at Faith Lutheran. Our church attendance has been up over summer and 

during the early part of the school year with many new faces worshipping 

with us. We have added 82 new members in 2016 and have had 16 adult 

Confirmations. In addition, a large Adult Information Class started on 

October 16.   

Our annual church picnic began with 500-600 attending our first outside 

worship service and was followed by a great turnout for lunch and the 

wonderful outdoor activities for both young and old. 

The Visiting Elders began a Mailbox Ministry for contacting members. The program has been very successful, 

but there is always a need for more Visiting Elders, both male and female. If you would be interested in this 

area, please contact one of our pastors. 

Our choirs have begun practices for the new year. There is always room for more members to join in and help 

beautify our services! 

Faith is looking to expand the ministry to the Special Needs group with a monthly Bible 

class at the ARC in addition to the Worship at the Cross services at Faith every month 

on the second Thursday at 6:30pm. Attendance has been 45-50 at these services and 

volunteers are always welcome to assist at the service. 

Faith Lutheran School has an enrollment of 220, with capacity at 240. Many new 

families have children attending and are getting involved in Christian education. In its 

second year, our preschool has increased in size with many unchurched families 

participating. 

Faith Lutheran is truly blessed to have enthusiastic pastors, faculty, and staff dedicated to our Lord and to the 

growth of our ministry.  

There are many opportunities for members to participate in and contribute to our growth. Serving on a 

committee, joining one of our service groups, or taking advantage of one of the other volunteer opportunities 

are ways you can contribute to the growth of Faith Lutheran Church and School.   

“Praise God from whom all blessings flow.” 

Board of Elders 
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Do you feel like crawling under a rock and hiding from God when you hear or read a list like that? I have a 

feeling that the prophet Jeremiah would be under the rock right next to ours when the word of God came to the 

soon-to-be prophet Jeremiah saying, “I have appointed you to be my prophet to the nations (1:5).” He said, 

“Ah, Sovereign Lord I do not know how to speak; I am only a child (1:6).” 

Here was Jeremiah minding his own business, when God barged into his life calling him to be a prophet to the 

nations. God said he would “set him over kingdoms, to uproot and tear down, to destroy and to 

overthrow, to build and to plant.” It was a big assignment; and if Jeremiah had had any inkling of what God 

was really calling him to do, he might have protested even more. His job would be one of the toughest of those 

given to all the prophets. Emotionally unstable, Jeremiah was called to preach an unpopular message to a 

people who did not want to hear anything he had to say and Jeremiah had something to say about that, “God 

you don’t know what you’re doing, I’m not the right man for the job.” 

In college, when I was cast to play that role that I didn’t feel comfortable playing, when I said, “Not right for 

the part,” I not only doubted my ability to play the part, but I also doubted the 

director and her ability to direct. When we question God and what he asks us to 

do, saying, “Not right for the part,” we are not just doubting ourselves, what we 

are really doing is doubting God; his wisdom, his power, his love, and any 

number of other divine attributes. 

Even before he cast him in the part of prophet, God knew that Jeremiah was 

going to doubt God’s decision. So when Word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, it 

said, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I 

set you apart, I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” 

“I knew you.” Before he even tells him what he wants him to do, God says, 

“Jeremiah, here is what I think of you. I knew what you were going to be like 

and I made you that way anyway. I knew that you were going to be a sinner who 

would need my forgiveness and I made you anyway. Jeremiah, even before you 

were born I set you apart, I picked you out and set you aside for the work which I am now calling you to do. 

“I set you apart.” In the Bible when God sets something apart, he does so for a reason. Like an artist picking 

out and setting aside the necessary materials before he begins working on a masterpiece, God says, “Jeremiah 

you are exactly what I wanted.” 

“I appointed you.” There is a great matter of trust that goes into an appointment. Appointments are made 

when much is known about someone and their qualifications. When someone is appointed to a position, it is 

because someone else thinks that that person is up to the job. In this instance, God thought that Jeremiah was 

up to the job. 

One can’t help but appreciate the way that God responds to Jeremiah. He doesn’t try to convince him that 

everything is going to be easy or even that his work is going 

to be successful from a worldly point of view. Rather, God 

says to Jeremiah what Jesus says to his disciples many years 

later, “I will be with you.” 

“I will be with you.” I was discussing those simple words 

with a fellow pastor a few months ago and we commented on 

the fact that perhaps we have heard those words so often that 

they have somehow lost their significance. But when 

someone says to you, “I will be with you,” how does that 

make you feel? Safe? Comfortable? Loved? Understood? 

(Continued on next page…) 
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In Jeremiah’s situation it would have made him empowered, 

confident, and provided with the zeal to go on. But note God 

doesn’t say to Jeremiah, “I will be with you and make sure that 

nothing bad ever happens to you.” Rather, he says, “I will be 

with you—TO RESCUE YOU—TO DELIVER YOU.” God doesn’t 

promise Jeremiah that bad things won’t happen to him. 

Terrible things will happen to Jeremiah—he will be hated by 

nearly everyone he meets, he will be thrown into a pit left to 

die—but God will be with him and rescue him. 

The fact that God knew, set apart, appointed, and promised to be with Jeremiah, gives us incredible insight to 

the gifts that God has given us and what he calls us to do. If God knew what he wanted us to do even before he 

formed us, that must mean that he formed us with all the gifts and talents that he wanted us to have to do his 

work. Jeremiah tells us that God then illustrated this point as he “reached out his hand and touched my 

mouth and said to me, ‘Now, I have put my words in your mouth’ (1:9).” 

In my college play, by the time the curtain had closed for the final time, I knew the director had made the right 

decision and that the part I played was the right one for me. Like that director, God knew what he was doing 

when he gave the part to Jeremiah and he knows what he’s doing when he gives us our roles and parts to play 

in our families, our churches, and our communities. Again, like with Jeremiah, God has given us his Word to 

be in us and support us as we play out our roles in the various parts and scenes of our lives. May God give you 

strength and support as you play out the roles he has already given you and as you explore the parts that you 

have yet to begin playing. 
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As some of my friends here at Faith know, each year I consume my weight in books and articles related to 

modern military history, with a particular focus on equipment and strategy. As evidence of this past-time, one 

has to look no further than the reading glasses scattered everywhere throughout the house and cars, always at 

the ready for me to snatch up to sneak in that last paragraph. I wonder about the coincidental timing of this 

article with Veterans Day and my latest book, “Eleventh Month, Eleventh 

Day, Eleventh Hour: Armistice Day, 1918” by Joseph Persico. Despite the 

ingenious inventions and political underpinnings connected with making the 

world safe for democracy, I’ve learned it’s always the meritorious efforts of 

card-carrying members of the proletariat that move the needle forward. 

Here at Faith Lutheran, we also strive to move that needle to impact the 

quality of life for our congregations and students. Our building and grounds committee, comprised of regular 

folks like you and me, hold monthly meetings and balance our spiritual commitment to this church with the 

fiduciary side of things. We are approaching the end of the year with positive balances and several projects 

reaching substantial completion. Committees like this are connected to the success of all that is Faith Lutheran, 

but we still need you to be part of our larger mission. Answer the call, lean into the conversation, and step into 

the framework of commitment so we can have those resources we need as board members to rotate your gifts 

and ideas into our committee, as those that have served with distinction ease back into other busy lives. Just 

like in my many books, equipment and strategy are important pieces to success, but it’s the faces and the 

names of those that serve that move OUR needle forward.  

        —Submitted by Richard Niehueser, board member 

Board of Property Management 
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Welcoming New Members to Our Family (Shepherding) 

Shepherding is a part of the Adult Discipleship ministries here at Faith Lutheran Church. One of the goals of 

the Shepherding Ministry is to welcome new members into Faith’s congregation. When new members join the 

congregation, we want to help them become part of Faith’s family. We do this by providing paths to growth 

and productivity through regular worship (connecting to God’s Word), and creating friendships in the 

congregation (connecting to God’s work).  

We all know how difficult it is to get to know new people when joining a congregation of Faith’s size. It 

would be very difficult to introduce the whole congregation to each new member. It is our hope that this 

section of the newsletter will help members to discover our new members. Please introduce yourselves, 

welcome them to Faith’s family, and get to know them better. (Note: New members whose photos have not yet 

been taken will appear in the next FOCUS) 
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Board of Adult Discipleship 
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Thanksgiving Worship 

Comfort, Hope, & Joy 
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