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GRACE GIVES A FOCUSED LIFE 

Multiple Texts 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

As a child I read the Sunday comics faithfully and one of my favorites was Family Circus. In one of the strips that still 

makes me chuckle, the mother is shown in the first panel telling her son Billy to go to the store for a carton of milk. The 

main panel shows a little map of the neighborhood and a dotted line showing all the places that Billy went on the way to 

and from the store. He played with a dog, he watched a bird in a tree, he stopped for a game of kickball with friends, he 

ate a cookie at another friends house, he made a paper boat and watched it travel down a little stream. In the last panel, 

Billy shows up at the door and is greeted by the scowl on his mothers face. Guess where he never went…the store. Billy 

lost focus. And in spite of all the fun and adventure and things he accomplished on his journey, he forgot the most 

important one.   

So let me ask you this—when was the last time you really asked yourself the question, “Why am I here? What am 

I supposed to be doing with my life?” There are times in our lives when that question bursts forth from the recesses of our 

mind, aren’t there? A spouse dies, or a parent. It’s the last semester of senior year in high school and we realize we have 

big choices that have to be made and soon! We’re diagnosed with a serious illness. We become a father or mother for the 

first time. I like to call these “grounding” experiences. They tend to put our lives back into focus. Those experiences, 

however, are few and far between. So what happens the rest of the time? Is it possible that like Billy, we are easily 

distracted, bounding from place to place, experience to experience, enjoying life, but not really remembering why we are 

here, and not actively fulfilling the role that God has in mind for us? And that can have dire consequences – worse than 

forgetting to buy milk. When we lose focus in life, it can put our faith, yes even our salvation, in danger. So what is the 

key to living a focused life every day, and not just during the “grounding” events in our lives. The answer should be 

familiar by now. We go back to grace – God’s grace. In this the last sermon in our series “Grace Gives,” we are reminded 

how Grace gives us a focused life.   

We start with these words from 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17  

16 May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us eternal 

encouragement and good hope,17 encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and word. One 

more time let’s review what God’s grace is. Jesus, who is God himself, cared enough about us to empty himself of his 

power and glory, come to earth and become one of us. In doing so he paid the debt we owe God for disobeying his laws.  

He was tortured for us, died for us so that we would not have to suffer punishment in hell. Now, each day, even though we 

break his laws, he forgives us, and he has a place in heaven prepared for us which will be ours when we die. That’s grace.  

So how does grace help us live a focused life? First off, it reminds us where our home is and where it is not. Paul writes in 

Philippians 3:18-20  For, as I have often told you before and now tell you again even with tears, many live as 

enemies of the cross of Christ. 
19 

Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their 

shame. Their mind is set on earthly things. 
20 

But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from 

there, the Lord Jesus Christ. We are citizens of heaven – not of earth. Heaven is our home, not earth. If you are 

anything like me, that’s a reminder you need to hear often. We just tend cling to the things I can see and touch and taste 

don’t we? You get up in the morning and what do you think about – the day ahead, the tasks to accomplish, the next cup 

of coffee. You settle in at work and the task in front of you consumes you. Noon rolls around, and you think about food.  

Lunch time. Then back to the task at hand. Then the end of the work day rolls around – time to go to your daughter’s 

volleyball match. Oh, the game is over, now my stomach is growing – supper time. Oh, now the Bucks are playing or your 

favorite show is on – it’s Friday and you think ahead to the weekend or next month – hunting season is coming. Or maybe 

you hop on Pintrest and look at the latest kitchen remodel and think, oh soon we’ll have enough saved for that. You open 

the statement from your retirement account in the mail and think – hmm will that be enough? You eat a little snack, 

maybe do a little exercise, then go to bed wake up in the morning and repeat. How many days like that go by when we 

don’t even remember that heaven is our home, when we live as if we will be here on earth forever, as if this is all there is? 

Paul reminds us where that leads – destruction – not a happy place! Why? Death is a certainty. A day is coming when we 

will not wake up in this world and so Paul urges us: Remember, remember, you are a citizen of heaven!   

1. Grace gives us focus by reminding us that Heaven, not earth, is my home. 

 

God through Paul reminds us that we are citizens of heaven and that we’re waiting for Jesus to come back. Through Peter 

He reminds us what that means for daily living: I Peter 2:11 Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to 

abstain from sinful desires, which wage war against your soul.  



Did you catch how Peter addresses Christians? What does he call us: foreigners, exiles! Have you ever been to a foreign 

country? When I was a seminary student I had the chance to travel with some friends to Russia and I remember always 

being a little bit on edge – cautious for those who were ready to steal from us or cheat on a currency exchange – careful to 

stay away from parts of the city where there was little or no law enforcement. That’s the way God is telling us we should 

live – not that we are paranoid or constantly worrying, but we shouldn’t be completely comfortable in this world. We need 

to be on guard against the things which cause us to lose focus, or as Peter puts it which wage war against your soul. So 

what is Peter is talking about? Is it things like witchcraft, drug abuse, living a life of crime? Those sound like the kinds of 

things that wage war against our souls don’t they? Yes, it’s true they do, but I would suggest that there are other things 

which Satan uses much more effectively with us: How about envy? I wish I had what my neighbor does, I work just as 

hard. How about selfish ambition: I need to make more. I need to be the best. I need to score the most points. How about 

apathy. What’s the big deal if I miss church once in a while? I’m there more than half of the time. I go to chapel at WLA.   

How about greed? I just don’t have time to gather with God’s people. I’ve got to work to pay for the groceries and the 

house and the college education. I can tell you as a pastor I’ve seen Satan use these to lure hundreds and hundreds away 

from the faith by the time they are in their 20s. I can count on one hand those lured away by witchcraft, drug abuse, or a 

life of crime. What in essence is God saying? Stay focused! Don’t live for the present! Live for eternity! So what does that 

mean exactly? Does God want us to go live in a cave and wait for Jesus to come back? No, he has work for us to do. In II 

Corinthians 5:20  he says, We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through 

us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 

 God doesn’t just call on us to live like foreigners; he calls on us to live like ambassadors. Ambassadors don’t just 

live in a foreign land, they do so with purpose. They are there to represent their home country. In fact everything they do – 

whether in an official capacity or otherwise represents their country. Ever thought of yourself in that way? An ambassador 

of Christ and his kingdom? You are! Your number one job as parents, as spouses, as employers, as employees, or sons, or 

daughters is to represent your homeland: heaven, and your king: God. God wants other to see his love, his grace through 

you.   

 

2.Grace gives us focus by reminding us that God calls us to live for eternity, not for the present 

 

God wants us to be his ambassadors in every facet of life, but today, one more time as we close out this sermon series, 

let’s make a direct application to our management of God’s gifts. To help us, we look to a figure from Bible History:  

Solomon. Solomon was one of the two most powerful kings in Israel’s history. His was perhaps the wisest and wealthiest 

in the world at the time. He was a builder, a master diplomat, a genius. He could have almost anything he wanted. And for 

a good portion of life that’s what he sought after. Every pleasure that the flesh could enjoy, every material delight that 

money could buy. Solomon lived a life of extravagance, but it never brought him the contentment, and the satisfaction he 

thought it would. How do we know? Because Solomon wrote the book of Ecclesiastes. The name of the book means “the 

teacher.” I think a better name for the book might be: “Learn from my mistakes,” or “Don’t do what I did.”   

In Ecclesiastes 2:11  He writes, Yet when I surveyed all that my hands had done and what I had toiled to achieve, 

everything was meaningless, a chasing after the wind; nothing was gained under the sun. 

The whole book reads like this. Why? It hit Solomon hard when he realized that he had lost focus; stuff doesn’t last. 

Money is only a temporary tool. And what did he conclude? Use life, use wealth to serve God. Stay focused! God puts it 

this way through Timothy: 

1 Timothy 6:17-19 
17 

Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in 

wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our 

enjoyment.
18 

Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. 
19 

In this 

way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold 

of the life that is truly life. You might say it this way: 

 

3. Giving is a great antidote for materialism- another  way to keep our focus 

 

So one more time back to our Abound! stewardship emphasis. Maybe you’re getting a little weary of so much talk about 

dollars and buildings. But in truth, it’s honest, it’s right, it’s Biblical to talk about using earthly treasure for eternal 

purposes. At the end of the day, we’re praying that God would allow us to use today’s dollars to reach tomorrow’s souls. 

God wants us to use temporary journey and the temporary gifts that are on loan to us during this journey to reach the souls 

that he wants in his permanent home. As grace has changed our lives, he wants it to change the lives of others. May that 

grace keep all of our lives in focus from now until the day he returns. AMEN. 


