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Grace Gives Eternal Treasures 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 She had been in an out of foster care since she was a toddler. She had been exposed to the worst kinds of things 

that people are capable of. By the time she was ten, there were fewer and fewer foster parents willing to have her in their 

homes. She had destroyed her bedroom furnishings in one home, punched her foster mom in another. She had a reputation 

as a menace, and it was deserved. When she landed at her 15
th
 foster home, she figured it would be like all the others. She 

was hostile and aggressive, and didn’t plan to stay there long. But this home was different. These parents were patient, 

they refused to let her antics anger them, and in spite of her behavior, they didn’t kick her out. Little by little she began to 

trust them, and at age twelve, they adopted her. Year by year, her behavior improved – she graduated high school and at 

18, she was looking ahead at the prospect of college. As she was trying to digest and wrap her arms around how she had 

gotten to this point, there was question that really bothered her. Why had these parents chosen to adopt her? They had 

worked with plenty of other foster kids – never adopted one of them, yet as far as she knew, she had been the worst – 

caused the most problems. It just didn’t make sense. Finally – tears in her eyes, she went downstairs and confronted her 

parents – “Why? Why did you adopt me? Why me and not all the others? Why did you put up with me? Why me?”  

Deeply moved, and choking back tears of her own, her mother simply said, “Honey, you needed a home, you needed 

parents, and we wanted to help, that’s why.”   

 I share this story with you this morning because maybe that’s as close as we can get to an earthly comparison to 

God’s grace. Today we are officially kicking off our stewardship emphasis entitled Abound – Living and Giving in Grace.  

That’s more than just a catchy name. It is carefully chosen and here’s why. If this is going to be something more than 

simply raising money to build a building; if this is going to be more than just a program, it is critical that everything we do 

including this program centers around God’s grace. So just what are we talking about when we speak of God’s grace? 

Think back to the girl in that story. She did absolutely nothing to deserve those parents taking her in. Oh, to be sure, she 

needed a home. She needed parents like the ones she got. But make no mistake, she did nothing to deserve them, in fact 

initially she was hostile to them. Those parents taking her in was an act of grace - love in action for someone who didn’t 

deserve it. Yet as amazing as the act of Grace shown by those parents is, God’s grace is bigger, grander, more valuable by 

far. Why? Well, those parents could give their adopted daughter many gifts – a roof, time, patience, an education, etc., but 

all of those are temporary. The greatest gifts that God’s grace gives are eternal – they are limitless and they are not bound 

by time.   

 So today we focus in on this key truth about Grace: Grace gives eternal treasures. In his letter to the Ephesians, 

the apostle Paul writes: For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is 

the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus 

to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. The greatest of grace’s eternal gifts should jump right 

off the page. Did you catch it? It’s the gift of salvation. But let’s break that down a little bit. That’s kind of a jargon word 

isn’t it? Salvation—what does it mean? It means we are in a state of “having been saved or having been rescued.” Now if 

we had to be rescued, what does that tell us? We were in trouble, right? Yes, big trouble, worse trouble than the girl in that 

story. Remember what we say together when we confess out sins at the beginning of the service? “I am sinful from birth, I 

sin daily in thoughts, words, and actions. I deserve only God’s wrath and punishment.” Look, God’s wrath and 

punishment isn’t a few years in prison. It’s an eternity in hell. That’s not fun to think about, but it is real. Thankfully we 

have been saved from that fate. How? Jesus came and suffered the debt of hell for us. And God has adopted each of us 

into his family – the family that will spend an eternity in heaven. Grace gives eternal salvation: the most valuable of any 

gift.   

 But that isn’t the only gift. God tells us that his grace to us “Abounds”, that’s the focal word in the title of this 

stewardship emphasis. What a fitting word. The word Abound paints the picture of an overflowing fountain. God’s eternal 

gifts start with the biggest one – eternal salvation, but countess other gifts flow out of it. The second one which I want to 

draw your attention this morning is this:  Grace gives motivation to use earthly treasures for eternal purposes. Now maybe 

it isn’t apparent right away that this Ephesians passage is talking about motivation. You can see that it reminds us of our 

purpose. Verse ten tells you: 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 

prepared in advance for us to do. Ok, so God leaves us here to do his work, understood, but how do we land at the 

conclusion that Grace also moves us to do so? Look at the order in which Paul expresses these truths. Here’s what I mean, 

notice that Paul doesn’t write, “God prepared good works for you to do in advance so that you can do them and be saved.”   

No, Paul starts out by emphasizing the truth that salvation is not by works! We don’t do good things in order to earn it.   

But then he follows by sharing God’s intent that we do his work while we are here – why? Out of thanks for the gift of 

eternal salvation. God’s grace gift of salvation in turn moves us to use earthly treasures for eternal purposes. 



 Now let’s turn to Matthew’s Gospel where we uncover another of God’s grace gifts. In Matthew 11 Jesus says,   

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy 

went and sold all he had and bought that field. The gift I’m looking for here is a little three letter word. Joy. Grace 

gives us Joy in doing God’s work. Has someone ever ordered you to be happy? “Cheer up!” “You’re going to run 10 

miles and you’re going to like it!” How’d that work for you? “Oh yeah, thanks that did it, now I’m happy as a lark.”  

Being joyful isn’t a rule or order you can follow is it? Joy is an authentic response to something – a beautiful day, a 

promotion at work, a homecoming victory. So when you hear the bible passage “God loves a cheerful giver,” understand 

that God doesn’t give us that passage so that we sit down and say to ourselves, “Well, OK then, I’ll be happy when I give 

to his work.” No, God provides the joy. It comes when we discover, or rediscover the value of the gift of salvation. Look 

again at what the man in Jesus’ parable did “in his joy?” He gave up everything he owned. Why? Because he realized that 

what he had found was much more valuable. I’m sure all of us have experienced joy in giving – isn’t that how we feel 

when a son or daughter unwraps a birthday gift? It isn’t a painful experience to give that gift – we love doing it. God 

wants our giving to his work to be the same. You and I will find real joy, not manufactured joy, in giving for God’s work, 

when like the man in that parable, we go back and discover the value of eternal salvation. Joy, it’s just one more of the 

gifts that grace gives.   

Now let’s look at one last Grace gift. Maybe you’ve heard this saying:  “He is no fool who gives what he cannot 

keep to gain what he cannot lose.” The material things we have – we can’t keep them, just ask someone who’s just 

received the diagnoses of a terminal illness how much the things in their house mean to them now. Just think of how 

quickly people in Puerto Rico lost almost every earthly possession they owned. Material wealth is temporary. Eternal 

salvation can’t be taken away even by death. That’s what Jesus reminds us in Matthew chapter 6:19-21 “Do not store 

up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and 

steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where 

thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. These verses remind 

us that Grace gives wisdom to use earthly treasures for eternal purposes. If stuff is temporary and heaven is forever, then it 

just makes sense that it would be foolish to store up earthly treasures because they will not last. But they can be used to 

advance God’s kingdom. God wants us to act out of enlightened self interest. He isn’t saying, “give to my work and you 

will be left out in the cold.” He’s saying “give to my work because it’s the only thing that transcends death. Grace gives us 

wisdom to act with a giving spirit in order to preserve our own eternal treasure. Finally, if we are stingy in our service to 

God, if we allow our churches to become run down, if we prioritize the things of now ahead of eternal things, it does 

effect the degree to which we can carry out the ministry that is a blessing to each of us. Can God save us without pastors 

and teachers and church buildings and schools – certainly, but without them would our ability to grow spiritually be 

harmed and ultimately could it affect our faith and eternal life? Yes. What about others? Grace also gives us the wisdom 

to act with a giving spirit in order to share God’s eternal treasures with others. Again, can we share the message of 

forgiveness and heaven without church buildings and schools and Christian pastors and teachers? Yes, but our ability to 

share Jesus on large scale, or in places we can’t go, surely is affected by it. Which is the better investment? Cars, houses, 

toys, tools, clothes, or souls? Grace gives us the wisdom to recognize that it is the latter.   

Brothers and Sisters, in the weeks ahead as you hear more about our plans, and as you are asked to come to small 

group presentations and to consider giving a gift for God’s work, before anything else – remember God’s grace and the 

eternal treasures it gives: You can’t take it with you, but you can send it ahead. And Grace means you can do it with 

genuine joy. AMEN. 

 

 

 

 

  


