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“One True God” 

Romans 5:1-5 

Dear Friends in Christ,  

 “One true God. Only one.” How does that phrase strike you? If true, then that means that most of the so-called gods in 

the world are imposters. If true, that means there is only one legitimate religion! Does that make you wince just a little bit? Let 

me ask it another way. Would you be comfortable asserting that there is only one true God on a popular TV talk show? Would 

you give a quick and confident answer if you were being interviewed by a reporter who is asked you, “So do you really believe 

that there is only one true God – one true religion? Do you really believe that Christianity is right and all the others are wrong?” 

Do you see where I am going with this? Popular culture in the USA is offended not so much when you say that what you 

believe is true, but when you dare to suggest that what someone else believes is not true. If you do that, well then you’re 

arrogant, then you’re judging me, then you’re forcing your views on me. And those voices are so strong today that it just feels 

wrong, it hurts a little to openly assert that “yes, there is only one true God and all other gods are imposters and all other 

religions are lies.” There’s part of us that just wants to leave it at, “OK, you believe what you believe, I’ll believe what I 

believe,” and let it be. Not harm done, right? Or not right? Well, let’s go down another path for a moment. Let’s suppose that 

there is more than one true God. What then?  

 Well, if there is not one true God, then the words of the Bible and the future it promises are wrong and lies and wishful 

thinking because they hinge on there being only one true God. If we can’t trust that assertion from the Bible, what can we trust?  

Today we celebrate Trinity Sunday, a time when we pause to remember exactly who God is. Now I will admit that there have 

been times in ministry when I looked and thought to myself – “What do I do with this Sunday?” We just had the celebration of 

Easter, the bedrock of the Christian Faith – the church was full – some who maybe heard the foundational message of 

Christianity for the first time. Ascension – on opportunity to bring to light a celebration rich with meaning but often 

underappreciated – plenty of opportunity to instruct, to give insights. Pentecost – wow, the beginning of the mission explosion 

that has brought the Christian faith to the world and keeps going. But then – Trinity Sunday. OK, God is Triune – Father, Son, 

and, Holy Spirit – that’s the God of the Bible. That’s how he reveals himself. OK, there – good review from Catechism class.  

AMEN. And maybe that’s the result of what had been a long standing blessing in the USA that for nearly 100 years 80-90 

percent of people in the US would have agreed with the statement, “There is only one true God – the triune God – the one 

revealed in the Bible.” That is no longer true. If you haven’t already experienced it, you will. I dare say that the struggles this 

generation and coming generations – the ones our children will face, don’t pertain to communion practice or even the Bible’s 

teachings on marriage and sexuality, but whether the God of the Bible is God at all. In his book The Rise of the Nones, James 

Emery shares that the fastest growing religious affiliation in the US today is “none.”  It was 20% of the population when he 

wrote the book five years ago; the percentage continues to grow. Now more than ever, going back to one of  the most 

fundamental teachings in the Bible – that there is only one true God – and taking a fresh look at who that God is, is critical to 

strengthening our own faith and critical to being equipped to communicate with those who don’t yet believe it, or who have 

stopped believing it.   

 With that in mind I invite you to join me in as we examine this truth that there is only “One True God.” Follow along as 

I read this lesson from Romans 5:1-5 
5
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
2
through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now 

stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. 
3
Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know 

that suffering produces perseverance; 
4
perseverance, character; and character, hope. 

5
And hope does not put us to 

shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 
 Now these words don’t flat out say – there is one God, and he is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We could go to other 

Bible passages that do so, but in these words, we come to a definition of God based on what the God of the Bible does. That’s 

important because it is what God does that makes him different and excludes all others as the true God. In fact, as much as it 

might not be politically correct to do so, we can accurately say that the God of the Bible is an exclusive God. Not exclusive in 

that he favors a race or gender or people who have a certain amount of wealth, but exclusive in power, exclusive in what he 

does. In other words, there are certain things that only the Triune God – the God of the Bible can do. For instance, it is only the 

God of the Bible who determines right and wrong and justice. It isn’t left to a committee, it isn’t left to a court of humans or to 

the court of public opinion. Only the God of the Bible, specifically God the Father, determined right and wrong and justice. He 

wrote it in the hearts of all mankind and put it in written form in the ten commandments. From the beginning he clearly defines 

his standards of justice. Sin – each sin, and every sin – is punished with death and hell. If the God of the Bible is the real God – 

this is the reality for us, our sins earn us hell.   

 Now if we were to leave it at that, the God of the Bible wouldn’t be an endearing figure – but one that we would fear, 

and resent, but there is more to the activity of the one true God. Not only is the God of the Bible exclusively the one who 
determines right and wrong and justice, the God of the Bible is also the one who carries out justice in a way that is beneficial to 

the ones who deserve death and hell. He carried out a plan of action that releases us from what our sin earns, and gives us a 

reward for something we never did, yet he still carries out justice – the debt we owe because of our sin is paid. In verse 5, Paul 

describes it as “having been justified through faith,” he describes the reward we didn’t earn as “peace with God, and the hope of 

the glory of God,” and he describes us as living in a state of “grace” – a state of being loved and rewarded when we didn’t 



deserve it. To sum it all up we have peace with God and we have a future in heaven, all made possible exclusively by the God 

of the Bible, specifically Jesus Christ, the son of God, the second person of the Trinity who carried out the Father’s plan and 

with his suffering and death paid our debt. 

 Finally, it is exclusively the God of the Bible who exercises the power to convince us to trust that all this is true. I 

might know by the pain I cause someone, or the prick of my conscience that I’ve done wrong, but without God’s spirit, I don’t 

understand or believe that death and hell are what I deserve for it. I might be able to learn the name Jesus from a history book, 

but I can’t just figure out on my own that he was God who became a human and lived and died as my substitute. I can’t know 

by watching video footage or interviewing someone who has been there that heaven is real. I can only know that through the 

Bible, the tool of God’s Holy Spirit to bring me from unbelief to faith. That same Holy Spirit is the only one who can move me 

to boast in the Glory of God – my future in heaven that I have not seen with my own eyes, or experienced with my own body, 

and to boast even in my sufferings, trusting that God will bless me through them. The one true God is an exclusive God, the 

God alone who defines right and wrong and justice. The only God who as he carries our justice in a way that benefits me – the 

one who deserves to be punished, and who convinces me that this is true and empowers me to lead an upright an decent life that 

impacts others. 

 The well meaning person who imagines that every conceived god is just as real as the God of the Bible thinks that this 

reality would bring peace and happiness to more people, but look a little closer and you quickly discover it does no such thing.  

It only leaves people confused and unsettled. That is because these other gods – each one of them manmade – makes demands 

that bring no peace and no certainty. The Muslim wonders – have I really kept the eight pillars of Islam? The Buddhist wonders, 

have I really divorced myself form the material world? Will I reach Nirvana? The Hindu wonders, have I been good enough to 

be reincarnated as something better, or will I come back as a lower life form? The new age spiritualist wonders, have I done 

enough to become one with the Great Spirit? None can answer with certainly – only with “well I hope so – really that is my 

wish, but I can’t be sure.” “Have I done enough? Have I been good enough? I don’t know. I hope so.” You see, without a God 

of grace, a God who doesn’t treat people as they deserve, there is no certainty – only confusion and uncertainty. Well guess 

what the Bible reveals? A God who acts in grace.  

 And in that light, we rightly call God an inclusive God. Not inclusive in that he takes with him to heaven all those who 

are worshiping other gods, but inclusive in this way: first he included you and me here today. Take a look at the people with 

you here this morning – some are very much like you in age, gender, income, etc. Many are not at all like you in those ways.  

But he gathered each of us to himself and brought this group, many of whom you probably wouldn’t be with right now 

otherwise, together. Consider your story of faith – how did you get here? Did Mom and Dad have you baptized? Did a friend or 

a pastor share the one true God from the pages of the Bible? Did you just pick up the Bible one day? Whatever it was, God has 

included you and me in has plans.   

But it goes much farther than that. God is inclusive in that Jesus made it possible for all people to rise from the dead 

and go to heaven. We read in 1 John that Jesus died not just for our sins but for the sins of the whole world – all of them. All 

races, all genders, all economic groups. And God’s desire is that all are included, that all come to trust that this is true so that 

they can receive the benefit of what he has done. He tells us that he wants all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge 

of the truth and he sends us out equipped with the power to make it happen when we share his message, when we baptize and 

teach. Which leads to the final point.   

This exclusive God, the inclusive God, is not a statue on a pedestal god, not a God who did some interesting things and 

told some noteworthy stories in the past god, not a god who watches from a distance and shakes his head and just lets things go 

here until he comes to take action later god. No this God is a relevant God. A God who works and acts through his people right 

now and personally guarantees their future. Paul says that he gives us peace through grace. Let me ask you this, how many of 

the people you know are really at peace? At peace with the money they make, at peace whether or not their children perform as 

well as they hoped, at peace whether a republican or democrat is the governor or president. At peace whether their favorite team 

won or lost. It may not be many, but I certainly have met people with that kind of peace – all of them believers in the one true 

God! And that peace grew as time and circumstances changed. In fact, often that peace grew in the face of hardship – exactly 

like we read in verse 4 and 5,  “we also glory (boast) in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces 

perseverance;
4
 perseverance, character; and character, hope. 

5 
And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s 

love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.”Your relationship with the 

one true God makes a difference – a difference for you! But also a difference in the lives of others. People take notice of those 

who live with God’s peace. And honestly, often it’s when they notice how we live that those who do not believe in the one true 

God become curious. Suddenly they realize that conversation about God isn’t a musty theological, theoretical argument. No, the 

God of the Bible is about an ultimate answer to the problems of pain and suffering and justice and to the longing we have for 

purpose and identity and belonging.   

 Brothers and sisters, we have the answer, we have what people need, even if they might not realize it. Don’t roll your 
eyes, don’t let your mind wander the next time you hear for the 15

th
 time in the church service, “In the name of the Father, Son 

and Holy Spirit.” Smile, nod your head – yes, the one true God, the exclusive God has included me. And he sends me out that 

more are included in his fold. This one true God is not a God to resent. This One true God is not a God to walk away from.  

This One True God is a God to cling to and a God to share. 

AMEN. 


