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God’s Plan for the State, the Church, and the Citizen 

I Timothy 2:1-4 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 Here we are, another 4
th
 of July. So let me ask you, do you feel a little bit conflicted – do you have mixed feelings 

as we celebrate the founding date of this country in which we live? Maybe you say to yourself, “We really have a lot to be 

thankful for!” We are free to travel, free to worship, our standard of living is higher than almost every country in the 

world. The police come when we call, we have multiple hospitals nearby, and the list goes on. On the other hand, you turn 

on the TV or browse the web and view hour after hour of scandal, name calling, and worse. You observe that there are 

many facets of life where once the majority of people in the US had a Bible-based worldview and no longer do – abortion, 

marriage, the purpose and parameters of sexuality, to name just a few. The political bickering leaves you nauseous or 

numb. And you feel, well, conflicted. You recognize the blessings we enjoy as a country, but you lament the degree to 

which the people of our country, and by extension its government, are growing more and more distant from God. The 

challenge for the Christian in this ever-changing landscape is to be able to answer the question, what is my role? What 

should I be doing? What should I be saying? Is it possible to be a Christian citizen in a state that is less and less Christian? 

Does God have anything to say about all of this? The answer to both is yes, he does.   

 But before we get to what he wants us to do, it’s wise to review what the Bible teaches about what we sometimes 

call the “two kingdoms”—the church and the state. First off, the Bible teaches us that God established both of them. Let’s 

start with the state, or what we call civil government. In the book of Romans 13:1, God tells us that there is no governing 

authority except that which he established. Let’s stop right there! Does that mean that when there is a corrupt government 

or corrupt governing official that God wants them to be corrupt and endorses their corruption and expects us to be OK 

with their corruption? No, but what he is saying is he put them there and will use them for his purposes in spite of it all.  

His desire is not that they be corrupt, but that they carry out the role for which he put them there. In Romans 13 he tells us 

that he is God’s servant to do us good. And what is that good? Simply this, to keep peace, law, and order. God is also 

clear on the tools that governments are to use to carry out their role. Punishment and reward. Prison for robbery, tax 

exemption for donating to charity. Now we would grant that even Christian will sometimes disagree on how to best do so 

– should gun laws be more strict or not? Should prison sentences be longer or not? We could go on. Christians can 

disagree on those specifics and still be faithful to God. Let’s summarize it one more time. The job of government is to 

keep law and order, the tools God gives government are punishment and reward. When government is corrupt, God will 

still use it to carry out his purposes, yet those who are corrupt will ultimately answer to him for their corruption. 

 Now on to the second kingdom – the church. God has also established the church. Matthew 18 gives us a simple 

summary of both the job and the tools God gives the church to carry out its job. The job: “Go and make disciples of all 

nations.” The job of the church is to bring people to Jesus. It is not to make everybody in the world obey the ten 

commandments. The job of the church is not to influence tax policy for its own benefit. The job of the church is not to 

cure every societal ill or punish the criminal. The job of the church is simply to bring people to Jesus – how? Matthew 18 

continues, “baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 

commanded you.” God’s Word (the Bible) and the sacraments (here, baptism) – those are the tools God has given the 

church to bring people to Jesus. Not tax incentives, not the threat of imprisonment or violence, not an amazing special 

effects show. Word and sacrament. Let’s summarize – God established the church to bring people to Jesus by teaching the 

Bible and baptizing.   

 So here we are, 21
st
 century Christians, citizens of two kingdoms, citizens of the US – a civil entity whose 

populace and governing officials is less and less Christian, and at the same time, we are citizens of God’s church, charged 

with sharing his life saving message. So how can we do both well? That’s what God shares with us today in I Timothy 

2:1-4  I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people— 
2
for 

kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. 
3
This is 

good, and pleases God our Savior, 
4
who wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 

 The first thing God asks the Christians Citizen to do – pray! Pray for the governing authorities. So simple, but it 

isn’t what comes naturally is it? What comes naturally is to voice our complaint or disapproval. “What a hare-brained 

policy!” “Why doesn’t he have any backbone?” “Why doesn’t she ever compromise!” “Doesn’t he realize what this policy 

will mean for my bank account?” What comes naturally is to laugh when the scathing insult is leveled against a politician  

with whom we don’t see eye to eye and maybe share it with a friend. When I was in college I went to a lecture and Q&A  

hosted by a Christian politician. Near the end, someone from the audience asked, what is the hardest part of your job? He 

said, “Two things – first that almost every bill you vote on will have a positive effect on some of your constituents and a 

negative effect on others – there are truly very few ‘win, win,’ decisions, and so you do the best you can to accomplish 

what will be most beneficial to the whole. Yet you still know that some will be hurt because of it. The second are the 

things people say to my family, or in the presence of my family. I’ve grown numb to the insults, but it’s hard to see them 



hurt when someone describes their husband or father in the way that they often do.” Those in government are people too – 

yes, sinful people who make mistakes, but also sinful people whom Jesus died for.   

 So when’s the last time you prayed for President Trump? And I don’t mean, “God please let him lose next time, 

or worse.” When’s the last time you prayed that God would bless the country through him? When’s the last time you 

prayed that God would give him wisdom and health. And maybe you reply – “I pray for him all the time, he’s one of my 

favorite presidents” to which I would reply OK, fair enough, so when is the last time you prayed for Governor Evers?  

And I don’t mean “God please let him lose next time, or worse.” When’s the last time you prayed that God would bless 

the state  through him? When’s the last time you prayed that God would give him wisdom and health? We may not agree 

with the policies of one or the other, or both, but God has allowed each into office with the purpose that we would be 

blessed with law and order through their work and the work of others – so pray for them. Pray that through them, as the 

verses before us today say, that we might live quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. And don’t stop at the president and 

the governor. Remember our police officers, fire fighters, military personnel judges, social workers, city planners, school 

board members, public school teachers. Many make great sacrifices for our health and safety and prosperity. Pray that 

God would be with them and bless the work that they do. Pray! That’s the work of a Christian citizen. But it doesn’t stop 

there. 

 Along with prayer, be a responsible citizen. God tells us to pray so that we might lead peaceful and quiet lives in 

all godliness and holiness. But again that isn’t what comes naturally is it? It’s so easy to use the freedom, the peace we 

enjoy, to indulge in behavior that is sinful and harmful. The same freedoms that allow us to share our faith and worship 

where we choose allow us to view pornography and share gossip and insults and demeaning posts on social media. Which 

do we choose more often? The blessings of a humming economy during peacetime which bless us with time and resources 

to gather with God’s people and serve him with our material wealth are the very same resources that we can use to so fill 

up our calendars that we say without a prick of the conscience, “Well, I was just too busy to come and say thanks to the 

God who gave me these things this week, I was just too busy to come and encourage my brothers and sisters whom he put 

me here to serve.” Oh we don’t say it quite that way – we just say “I was too busy!” But that finally is what is true. We’ve 

made decisions about priorities. Our schedule wasn’t really out of our control. And how easily don’t we push against and 

break the laws that are there for the welfare and benefit of all? Cheating on taxes, substance abuse, drunk driving, lying to 

get out of jury duty – but everyone does it, right? It isn’t always easy to live quiet peaceful lives – maybe it seems boring.  

But it’s exactly what God wants us to do and he has a very good reason to, a reason stated in verse 3&4: 
3
This is good, 

and pleases God our Savior, 
4
who wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 

 Being a good citizen of the state contributes to the stability that allows us to go about the more important work, 

the work of God’s church: sharing Jesus. We don’t have to look hard to see how the two are connected. Our church body 

has pulled most of our missionaries out of Mexico and will soon relocate the last ones to another South American country.  

Why? The degeneration of law and order in Mexico has made it unsafe to do mission work there. The threat of 

kidnapping, theft, and worse is constant. Nine years ago I had a call to Mozambique, Africa. I returned the call, and the 

pastor who accepted it trained for almost a year, and then the government situation deteriorated to the point where they 

decided not to send him. Now I will grant that the common attitude towards the Christian faith is more hostile in the US 

than it has ever been in my lifetime. But we don’t have to get a special permit to send a pastor to open a church. We don’t 

worry that mobs will come and demolish our church with sledge hammers, as happened at our Indonesian mission. I’m 

not worried that I will be arrested as a political prisoner because I am a Christian pastor. We have amazing freedom to 

move and to speak – to use the tools God gives his church, Word and Sacrament, to get this important work done. It’s 

safer here than in most of the world. Yet surveys suggest that only 5% of Christians have ever shared their faith with 

someone who didn’t know or believe in Jesus, while in places like China, people share hand copied Bibles which are 

illegal to own with others at the risk of prison and worse. Being a good citizen means we do the work that God blesses us 

to do. And why? So that he doesn’t come and punish us? No, because the work is worth it. The greatest things that 

governments can do are so woefully temporary. The strongest states are so fickle with the passing of time – from Greece 

to Rome, to Great Britain, and inevitably to the USA. To quote the Bible – “kingdoms will rise, and kingdoms will fall, 

but he Word of the Lord remains forever!”   

 So does that mean I shouldn’t celebrate my country? Does that mean I shouldn’t be patriotic? Absolutely not! Do 

celebrate country, do give thanks to God for the blessings he gives us. But at the same time understand the purpose and 

limitation of those blessings. They are only a means God gives to help us do the job of preparing people for his permanent 

kingdom. So as you celebrate this week, take time to pray for your country and your government. Be a blessing to them by 

being responsible citizens of the state, and as God blesses our country with stability and freedom, use those gifts to serve 

the greater and permanent kingdom, God’s church, bringing people to Jesus through his Word and Sacrament. That is 

what true patriotism looks like! God bless you, and God bless the United States of America! AMEN. 


