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In the Name of Christ Jesus our Savior, who keeps all of his promises, Dear Christian Friends,  

 

This Bible story of God telling Abraham to sacrifice his Isaac has got to be one of the most heart-wrenching and emotional Bible 

stories in Scripture. And right in the middle of this story is the question asked by Isaac that many of us would have asked had we been 

in the same circumstance. Isaac was aware that he and his father were going to a mountain to offer a sacrifice to God. Abraham was 

carrying the knife for the sacrifice and the materials for lighting the fire, while Isaac was carrying the wood that was going to be used 

for the sacrifice. This was the scene where Isaac then asked: FATHER, THE FIRE AND THE WOOD ARE HERE BUT WHERE IS 

THE LAMB? 

 

As we begin our walk with Jesus to Mount Calvary on this first weekend of the Lenten season, we also walk with Abraham and Isaac to 

a mountain called Moriah. There we will hear two answers to Isaac’s question which will help us answer the tough questions that touch 

our earthly lives. As we walk with this young boy, loaded with a bundle of wood, God teaches us, young and old alike, the comforting 

and reassuring answer to one of life’s most important questions, “Where is the Lamb?” As we study these words God teaches us that 

1) The LORD will provide, and 2) The LORD did provide. 

 

1. The LORD Will Provide 

Isaac asked the understandable question, “Where is the Lamb?” The first answer that we’re going to consider is found in verse 8 of our 

text as Abraham replied to his son’s question: ‘GOD HIMSELF WILL PROVIDE THE LAMB FOR THE BURNT OFFERING, MY 

SON.’ AND THE TWO OF THEM WENT ON TOGETHER. Have you ever wondered how Abraham could possibly have given this 

answer? It sounded so simple, right? THE LORD WILL PROVIDE. Maybe too simple. Doesn’t its simplicity almost sound kind of 

foolish, almost wimpy – an answer that on the outside almost shows that Abraham is not taking things enough into his own hands and 

providing a solution to a problem that even a child could identify? When matters in our lives come down to asking the obvious 

question of God, “Where is the Lamb?”, our sinful nature has a desire and a tendency to take matters into our own hands and solve the 

problem ourselves instead of just listening to God’s Word and trusting in his promises. But instead of acting on reason or emotion, 

Abraham acted in faith and did exactly what God told him to do.  

 

Hagar and Ishmael 

While on this day Abraham was patiently trusting God’s promises, he wasn’t always so quick to listen to God and trust his promises. 

You may remember the life of Abraham and recall the time when he was impatient with the Lord and, not trusting in his promise to 

give him a son, tried to take matters into his own hands. What is the longest amount of time you have waited for someone to keep a 

promise made to you? Is it easy to wait 25 minutes? Maybe? What about 25 hours or maybe 25 days. What about 25 months? Would 

your patience last 25 years for a promise to be kept? Abraham’s didn’t. It was about ten or eleven years into the promise when 

Abraham and his wife Sarah conspired together that Abraham would obtain a son through Sarah’s servant, a woman named Hagar. 

When Hagar gave birth to her son Ishmael, the future father of the Arab nation, God told Abraham that this was not the plan and that 

he should trust God to keep his promises even if it meant waiting 25 years for his son Isaac to be born. Maybe now, at this point in life 

on Mount Moriah, Abraham had a different outlook on the promises of God. Maybe now he was ready to trust that the Lord will 

provide in any and every situation in life. 

Back To Moriah 

Now, years later, there was Abraham, in faith, leading his son up a mountain to sacrifice him. Abraham knew full well that this son was 

to continue the line of the Savior of the world. When Abraham spoke to Isaac he spoke as a man of faith who was well aware of the 

question his son asked, “Where is the lamb?” GOD WILL PROVIDE, that’s what he told Isaac. But Abraham also spoke with the 

conviction of faith when he spoke to his servant about the events that were about to unfold. Abraham said to his servants: STAY HERE 

WITH THE DONKEY WHILE I AND THE BOY GO OVER THERE. WE WILL WORSHIP AND THEN WE WILL COME 

BACK TO YOU.’ Abraham so believed that his son Isaac was indeed the father of the Savior of the world and that God’s plan for that 

Savior included Isaac’s family line to continue. Abraham told his servants that he and Isaac were going to go to the mountain to 

worship the Lord, and that he and Isaac were going to come back to them. WE WILL WORSHIP AND THEN WE WILL COME 

BACK TO YOU.    

 

By faith Abraham believed the impossible. In other words, if God said that the Savior would come from Isaac, and if God said that he 

should take Isaac’s life, then it was up to God to make everything come out in the end. If God told Abraham to do something that God 

could only undo by raising Isaac from the dead, then that, Abraham thought, is what God was going to have to do. And that’s why, 

after telling his servants, “We will come back to you,” Abraham answered his son’s haunting question, “Dad, where is the Lamb,” by 

saying, “Son, the Lord will provide.” 

 

 

 

 



 

2. The LORD Did Provide 

And the LORD did provide, didn’t he? In the words of our text we read: ABRAHAM LOOKED UP AND THERE IN A THICKET 

HE SAW A RAM CAUGHT BY ITS HORNS. HE WENT OVER AND TOOK THE RAM AND SACRIFICED IT AS A BURNT 

OFFERING INSTEAD OF HIS SON.  

Faith Is… 

But before the LORD revealed to Abraham how he was going to provide, Abraham acted in faith. God’s Word teaches us that faith is 

being sure of what you hope for certain of what you do not see. Abraham’s greatest hope was heaven. Abraham believed that his son 

Isaac what part of God’s plan to bring forgiveness to the world and grant heaven to all believers. What Abraham didn’t see but was 

certain of, was God’s plan to bring that promise about. Abraham had no logical explanation for how God was going to let him get out 

of this dilemma. All he could do was take his LORD as his Word, and let his LORD provide an answer. And LORD did in the form of 

a ram which God knew all along would end up being the sacrifice instead of Isaac. That’s why in verse 14, after sacrificing the ram 

with what we can be sure was a joyful heart, we read that Abraham also gave a new name to that mountain. SO ABRAHAM CALLED 

THAT PLACE, ‘THE LORD WILL PROVIDE’. AND TO THIS DAY IT IS SAID, ‘ON THE MOUNTAIN OF THE LORD IT 

WILL BE PROVIDED.’ 

Our Biggest Problem 

When reason seems to fall short of find a way out of life’s problems, faith always finds a way. Abraham had a problem that day on 

Mount Moriah, but that wasn’t his greatest problem in life. You and I have our own problems each and every day; making financial 

ends meet, overcoming ill health, rebuilding relationships with others, forgiving friends and enemies. So often, human reason fails to 

find a solution to life’s problems. But faith always finds a way. It did for Abraham and it does for us as well. But the biggest problem 

we have isn’t always the most obvious. Abraham’s biggest problem wasn’t should I take my knife and kill my son. No his biggest 

problem is our biggest problem; how am I going to be right with a holy God, how are all my sins going to be forgiven and paid for, 

how can I be sure that when my earthly body weakens and dies that I will live with Jesus in heaven? That’s my biggest problem that 

has no answer in human reason. But in faith, I know, I believe – the LORD will provide, and he did.  

 

A Ram and The Lamb 

For Abraham and Isaac, the LORD provided a ram on Mount Moriah. For a world of sinners, the LORD provided The Lamb on Mount 

Calvary. Both were innocent. Both were slain as substitutes. Both were God’s answer to the problem of his people; The ram in place of 

Isaac, The Lamb of God in the place of sinners. Both of God’s solutions granted life. Both proved that the LORD would indeed 

provide. 

We, Like Isaac, Ask… 

We can relate to Isaac. We have questions of our own. We find ourselves in situations that have no apparent answer. How many times 

in our own lives haven’t we asked, in effect, “Where is the Lamb?” Maybe it’s “Where is the answer to my prayer, where is the return 

of my health, where is the time to study for all these tests, where is the opportunity to make a friend or find a spouse, where is the 

money to pay bills?” Maybe it’s even, “Where is the Lamb? Where is Jesus? I don’t see Jesus in my life. How can I possibly go on, or 

how can I possibly go on with any happiness or joy when the weight of my sin crushes my spirit? Father, where is the lamb?” 

 

How blessed we are that the Lord gave us this story about the faith life of Abraham and Isaac. How blessed we are to be able to have 

God’s own answer to life’s question. “Where is the Lamb?” The Lord will provide, because the Lord did provide. The Lord 

provided the only Son he loved to answer the only question that really matters, “How do I get my sins forgiven so that I can live in 

heaven.” Once we believe that, then everything else begins to eventually fall into place – if not here on earth, then ultimately in 

heaven. That answer came not through a ram caught in a thicket, but through The Lamb caught in the clutches of Satan and Pontius 

Pilate – and you and me. Jesus, The Lamb of God, went to his own sacrifice, not needing to ask, “Where is the Lamb,” because he 

knew full well that it was he who was the sacrifice. John the Baptist so clear proclaimed, “Look, the Lamb of God who takes away the 

sin of the world.”  

Conclusion 

We all understand the question the young boy asked his father, “Dad, where is the Lamb?” May God’s spirit lead us in faith to believe 

more and more that our heavenly Father provided the perfect Lamb, the perfect substitute to take our place on the altar of sacrifice.  

This perfect sacrifice, this Lamb of God, has taken care of our biggest problem, the problem of our sin, and has provided us with the 

sure and certain promise of eternal life in heaven. Where is the Lamb?  He’s on his way to Jerusalem.  May we during this Lenten and 

every season of Christian life, follow him and praise him for his great love for sinners. Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the 

sin of the world. Amen. 

 

 

 


