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“Glory in My Suffering!”  What Does That Mean? 

Romans 5:2b-5 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

   

He was in his late 50s, a solid income, home almost paid off, retirement around the corner. With no advance 

notice, he is summoned to his supervisor’s office and told that the company has been bought and his position has been 

eliminated. “What now?” He thinks. “Who will hire me at this age? What about health insurance? How will we pay the 

mortgage?” It was a routine visit to the doctor or so she thought. But almost as soon as she was home, the phone rang.  

“The doctor would like you to come in again tomorrow to talk about your test results.” Instantly she had a pit in her 

stomach, and her worries were confirmed the next day when the doctor shared the news: “It’s cancer.” It was a snowy, icy 

day, he should have been done with work by noon, now he’s late to take his son to practice. Then a knock on the door, 

two officers stand looking down at the ground – she knows even before they speak, “I’m sorry,” they say, “there’s been an 

accident and he didn’t make it.” These are some of our worst fears, the things nightmares are made of.  It’s not even 

comfortable to hear it when the stories are fictional. We don’t talk about these things, but to tell the truth, almost everyone 

here will experience something similar in our lifetime, many of you already have. To suffer like this, or to watch someone 

else do so shakes us to our core. It leaves us asking, “Why? Why me? Why him? Why would a loving God allow this?”   

So how can he do it? How can God’s apostle Paul say what he says when he tells Christians that we should glory in our 

sufferings? What does that mean anyway – to glory in suffering?   

Are we supposed to enjoy the suffering itself? Isn’t that sadism? Is that what Paul is advocating? Paul is not 

saying we are supposed to enjoy the hurt and pain of suffering. He uses a Greek word that we don’t really have an English  

equivalent for, but we can come close with a phrase like “boast joyfully.” Think of the kid who got the Christmas present, 

running to his cousin yelling, “Look what I got!” He’s not doing it to make his cousin feel bad. He’s not doing it to make 

himself look good – he’s just super excited and wants others to know. So Paul isn’t saying enjoy the suffering itself, but 

“boast joyfully” that we suffer. OK, but is that really any better? It still sounds like Paul is saying that we are supposed to 

enjoy suffering. Is it that Paul doesn’t understand suffering and isn’t sensitive to the experience of others? Is he just saying 

suffering is no big deal, quit complaining about it? No, Paul was a man who knew – had felt the cold iron of shackles on 

his feet, the jeers and blows of rioters, the pain of strained and severed relationships. Paul knew suffering better than most. 

So what does he mean? Well, if we look closely, he tells us exactly what he means.   

Listen again to Romans 5:2-5 And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. 
3
Not only so, but we also glory in 

our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 
4
perseverance, character; and character, 

hope. 
5
And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the 

Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 

Paul isn’t saying, “Enjoy the suffering,” he isn’t saying “toughen up, grin and bear it.” He’s telling us to “boast 

joyfully” when God allows suffering because of what God will accomplish through that suffering.” Paul had just finished 

encouraging God’s people to joyfully boast in their future. He explained how we were brought back into a peaceful 

relationship with God, how God expunged our rap sheet – page after page of his broken laws. How we can be confident 

that we will come out of our graves because of what Christ had done. But Paul knew something. He knew that in Corinth 

and everywhere else day-to-day life for Christians was far from joyful. It’s as if Paul anticipated the objection, “Yeah Paul 

talk about the future all you want but what about now? Look at me! My wife died. I’m blind. I don’t have a job, etc.”   

And Paul answers the objection in shocking form – in essence saying, “You know what, because of what Christ 

has done, you can even joyfully boast in your sufferings.” Why? He says first off, “Suffering produces perseverance.”  

One writer defines perseverance this way, “The ability to cope and endure, no matter what the situation.” OK, so how 

does God use suffering to accomplish that? Let me share an example. In the church where I grew up on the corner of north 

68
th
 and Silver Spring in Milwaukee, there hangs in the front of the sanctuary a life-sized carving of Jesus ascending with 

the cross behind him. It was carved by a man named Jerry. Jerry was a 5 foot 3 stooped over man. He had polio as a boy 

and lost the use of his legs. My first memories of Jerry were of the guy who walked with canes, but that always had time 

to talk to the pesky little pastor’s kid (me) and always with a smile on his face. With his wife working, and a little money 

earned from his carvings, he was able to squeak by. Then he had a stroke and lost the use of his carving hand. Undaunted, 

he learned to use his other hand to carve. Still he was with his wife in church every week and still had time for the pesky 

pastor’s kid. Then his wife died suddenly, and Jerry was left to care for himself. He moved to a little apartment near 

church and battled insurance to get a little scooter which he used to go grocery shopping and drive to church each Sunday.  

Now the pesky pastor's kid, a teenager, sat next to him in church to turn the pages of the hymnal because he didn’t just 

want to come to church, he wanted to sing. It was more of a croaking speech than song, but it came from a joyful heart.  

Not once in my life did I hear Jerry complain about his plight – and over and over by word and action he expressed love 

and joy for his Savior and his future. I can only guess how many lives God touched over the years through the 



perseverance of this man that had been shaped by the suffering which God had allowed. Jerry was also a perfect picture of 

the next step in Paul’s progression: As these bouts of suffering stack up, God uses them to build character – Christian, or 

Christ-like character.   

Character – it’s the combination of motives and attitudes that define who we are. And it is in the midst of 

suffering, more than any other time, that the quality of a person’s Christian character is on display. Christian character is 

on display in that person who, in the midst of suffering, doesn’t seek revenge or payback on the one who hurt who hurt 

them. Christian character is on display in the person who, when afflicted, doesn’t first cry out, “Why me!” Christian 

character is the selfless attitude that asks, how can this hardship be a blessing to me and to others? There are two names 

that come to my mind that God used for his good purposes to display Christian character in the midst of suffering. First is 

an aunt who was recently diagnosed with cancer. She had just retired; she was planning on spending more time serving 

her church. She had grandchildren to visit, places to go. But as she shared her diagnosis with family, it wasn’t with the 

words, “why me?” It was with the words, “Why not me?” And as she shared those words it was with the understanding 

that God would use this cross one way or another to her good and the good of others.   

Paul says glory in your suffering because through it God produces perseverance, through perseverance he builds 

Christian character. As Paul describes the last step in his description of how God uses suffering to bless, he brings it back 

full circle – back to hope – the hope of future glory. And he’s careful to clearly define that “hope.”  This isn’t the “hope” 

of good fortune – an optimistic wish that somehow the future will be better. Like, “I sure hope it’s a warm day 

tomorrow!” He describes it this way, “hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into 

our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.” This “hope” is the confidence we have that Jesus really 

rose, and that his promises to us actually apply. Real forgiveness, real resurrection of the body – real heaven. So how does 

character produce this hope? When we are thinking and living in a way that minimizes and stands firm in the midst of 

suffering because of the bright future that lies ahead, it’s only natural that our focus on the future would be even sharper.    

I have to tell you I’ve served in ministry for nearly 17 years, 10 of them here at Faith. Over the years I have 

witnessed the accuracy of those words more times than I can count. Time and time again, I have watched as, through 

suffering, God’s people persevere and God builds their character, and that character sharpens their focus in God and his 

gifts of forgiveness and heaven. Many of you have shared your stories of struggle and suffering, both past and present. 

And while I know that none of you would wish others to go through what you went through, so many of you have shared 

– some of you because I asked, others without my prompting – that you wouldn’t go back and change what happened 

even if you could. Why is that? It’s because you realize what a blessing the result of your suffering has been, both to you 

and to others. And you know what? Sharing your story is exactly what Paul has in mind when he says ‘Glory in your 

suffering!”   

So where are you right now? Are you someone on the other side of struggles who listens to these words of Paul 

and immediately thinks, “Yes, I get it! I know what he’s saying—it’s true!” Glory in your suffering! Give thanks to God 

for how it has brought you closer to him. Share your story – not to build yourself up, but to build others up and to help 

them become closer to Christ.   

Are you someone who is in the middle of struggle? Maybe you have some moments where you just don’t 

understand and you are angry at God or angry at the people who hurt you or just plain hurting. Listen to these words of 

God through Paul, take them to heart. “Glory in your suffering.” God does have a good end in mind. No, it won’t be easy 

and the pain won’t just go away. And no, it might not end exactly how you picture it. But trust God to use it to produce 

perseverance, character, and the sure hope of a future in heaven. Whether God calls you home now as a result of your 

present suffering or he calls you later, you will be better off for having endured it.   

Are you someone who still has yet to experience serious suffering? Then give thanks – that too is a blessing from 

God! But don’t ignore God’s words here as if they don’t apply to you. That struggle will likely come, whether soon or 

when we are up in years. Be confident that in spite of the pain, God will use it to bless. Be ready to glory in your 

suffering. 

 

It all boils down to this: We really can glory (joyfully boast) in our sufferings. Suffering has a way of forcing us 

to realize the shortcomings of living for here and now: The world is temporary. We will die. At the same time, suffering 

leads our eyes to the cross where Jesus Christ solved those problems by suffering hell for us. “Glory in your suffering.” 

Maybe that’s not such a strange thing to say after all!  AMEN. 

 

 

 

 

 


