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In the Name of Jesus, the one who gives spiritual sight, Dear Christian friends, 

 

There are two different kinds of blindness – a blindness that you are born with, and a blindness that comes upon you later in life. If you 

become blind because of an injury or an illness, it would mean a major adjustment to your lifestyle. All your life you are accustomed to 

using your eyes for things like reading a book, watching television, or gazing into the horizon of a setting sun.  The other kind of 

blindness is the kind that you are born with – a blindness like the man in our Bible story today. All your life, you hear people talk about 

things and describe things, but you don't know what they looking like save your imagination. People say, "Look at the sunset!" and all 

you can do is feel the warmth on your face. I don't know which would be worse - to be born blind, and only be able to imagine what 

things look like, or to become blind, and try to adjust to life without being able to see.  No matter how you look at it, our physical sight 

is a tremendous blessing from our creator God. Yet as wonderful as our physical eye sight might be, there is even a greater blessing.  It 

is the blessing of our spiritual sight. And likewise, it is an even greater tragedy when some either looses their spiritual eyes or remains 

so blind their entire life. 

 

Spiritual blindness is real. It’s as real as physical blindness. The symptoms of spiritual blindness are 

 Not able to see who Jesus Christ really is.  

 Not believing that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, the Savior of the world.  

 Not trusting in Jesus to make payment for all your sins. 

 

If I had to choose between being physically blind or spiritually blind, I would easily choose to be physically blind. I cannot imagine 

what it would be like not to be able to see Jesus with my “eyes” of faith or know him as my Savior. Today, Jesus teaches us why he 

healed a man of his physical blindness and his spiritual blindness. As we listen to the words of our Savior may we ever more appreciate the 

fact that while we were once spiritually blind, now by Jesus’ amazing grace we see. 

 

1. I  Was Blind ... 

Jesus didn’t have to tell the man in our story for today that he was blind. He knew it. He had been blind from birth and Jesus 

miraculously healed him by placing some mud on his eyes and telling him to wash it off in the pool of Siloam. This man wasn’t blind 

because of some accident. Nor was he blind because of some sin that he or his parents had committed. He was simply suffering from 

the effects of sin in this world.  And it became clear from the words of our text that God had allowed this physical blindness to happen 

so that Jesus might glorify God by a miracle. And, that’s exactly what happened. Jesus healed this man by giving him his sight and 

glorifying his Father in heaven. Jesus said: THIS HAPPENED SO THAT THE WORK OF GOD MIGHT BE DISPLAYED IN HIS 

LIFE. 

 

Of course, such a wonderful thing wouldn’t go by unnoticed. People wondered about this miracle and went to the religious leaders to 

get some answers. “What are we to make of this thing that just happened?” seems to be the sentiment of many who witnessed the 

miracle. In their doubt and unbelief some questioned whether this man really was blind from birth. Maybe he was faking it. When that 

failed to be the case, these people then questioned the healer, the one who had performed the miracle of healing on the Sabbath Day. 

According to the rigid Jewish interpretation of the Law, it was unlawful to perform any act of work on the Sabbath Day. This Jesus, 

this miracle worker couldn’t therefore be from God, for no real believer works on the Sabbath. Still others made the point that such a 

healing couldn’t be done by an ordinary sinner, so it must be from God. So back and forth they argued. Finally, they turned to the 

healed man himself. “What have you to say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” This man knew he was born blind. This man 

knew he was healed. He knew something was different about Jesus, for he was the only one who had healed him. So he said “He is a 

prophet.” That’s all he knew about Jesus at this time, so that’s what he told them. He believed he was healed of his blindness. Now he 

could see. 

But the Pharisees continued in their own stubborn blindness. Oh, not their physical blindness, but their spiritual blindness. The 

evidence that Jesus was someone special was right in front of them. Evidence about Jesus had been piling up for months. Miracle after 

miracle showed that Jesus was more than just a regular guy, but still these Pharisees refused to believe. They refused to see. They were 

set in their ways, set in their spiritual blindness.  

 
Why couldn't they see Jesus for who he was? Or for that matter, why can't the world around us see Jesus for who he is? Much of our world 

is spiritually blind. Much of the world refuses to believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, the Savior of the world, even though Jesus did 

amazing miracles: miracles of healing, helping and raising the dead.  Such spiritual blindness is caused by a serious birth defect. You and I 

and every single person are born in the world with this birth defect. It's called spiritual blindness. That's why the Pharisees were being so 

stubborn. And that's why people are still so stubborn today. Have you ever wondered, "Why doesn't that person believe? Can't that person 

see what Jesus Christ has done?" The answer is no. That person can't see, because he or she is spiritually blind.   

 



In their blindness some people, perhaps even most people, believe that they can see the way to eternal salvation by themselves. They 

mistakenly believe that they can save themselves because they have tried hard to please others and do good things. They believe they can 

save themselves because they have done enough good deeds to make up for their bad deeds and in doing so they believe that in this way 

God will accept them into heaven. By nature we are no different. When we were physically born into this world we know nothing about 

Jesus and his cross, we were dead in sin, and we were blind to the only way of salvation. We were born with the inability to see spiritual 

things, the inability to see that Jesus Christ is God and Savior.  

 

Even the blind man, after his physical eyes were healed, didn't see Jesus with spiritual “eyes” of faith right away. But Jesus changed all 

that. One might think that giving this blind man his sight was a great miracle and that would be true.  But an even greater miracle was done 

when Jesus gave this man his spiritual sight. First Jesus opened his eyes so that he could see. Then Jesus opens the eyes of his heart so that he 

can believe. 

 

Dear friends, do you realize what a miracle it is that you believe in Jesus as your Savior? Surely, you were born just as dead in your sins, just as 

blind to God's plan of salvation, as the man in our text or the Pharisees of Jesus’ day. You were born thinking that bad was good and good was 

bad. You were born rebellious and sinful and ignorant to God's ways. You were born thinking that you could get to heaven by yourself by just 

doing a few good works or by just being "pretty good." If you grew up without God's Word in your life, you may have heard who Jesus was, 

but you didn't give him much more than a passing glance. For all practical purposes you and I were born spiritually blind…..but God’s amazing 

grace took me and took you so that now we see! 

 

2. ... but now I see! 

What a miracle! In the words of our text Jesus explains: I HAVE COME INTO THE WORLD SO THAT THE BLIND WILL SEE. 

Jesus wanted this man to see, not only to see physically, but more than that, to see spiritually, to see Jesus. Jesus opened his eyes to see 

and is heart to believe. For many of you that miracle spiritual sight began in your mother's or father's arms, when they brought you to 

the baptismal font. There God’s Spirit put faith in your heart and washed your sins away in the waters of baptism. It's hard to imagine 

that such simple water connected with God's Word could open blind eyes, even at such a tender young age. But God’s promise in the 

Bible is clear, “Repent and be baptized, everyone of you, for the forgiveness of your sins. This promise is for you and your children” 

(Acts 2.39). 

 

Then you were taught the Word. The Words of the Bible are the Words of God, the words of Jesus, just as the words that were spoken 

to the blind man were the words of God. The Word of God has the power to do miracles. It has the power to create and strengthen faith 

in the hearts of people. The Apostle Paul said to the Romans, "Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard 

through the Word of Christ."  If you are a believer in Jesus as the only Savior from sin and hell, then Jesus did a miracle in your heart. 

He opened the eyes of your heart to not only see him as your Savior but to trust in him as your Savior. Maybe you cannot remember 

the day that miracle happened to you, and maybe you can. If this miracle of faith began with your infant baptism, you may never 

remember a day when you did not believe in Jesus. If you were brought to faith in Jesus later in life you may well remember what it 

was like not to know Jesus nor believe in him. 

 

When asked if miracles still happen today, one Christian responded by saying, “Yes, miracles happen all the time. We just can’t 

always see them.”  This may be true most of the time, but just maybe once in a while God dose allow us to see a miracle. Several years 

ago a man joined one of my Adult Bible Information Classes. He told me before he came to class that I probably didn't want someone 

like him in class. He warned me that he would ask me all the questions that I probably didn't want the others in class to hear. I 

welcomed him anyway, along with his questions.  And he was right. He questions challenged God’s Word on every front and cast 

doubt on every Biblical truth along the way. This pattern of doubting questions continued for several lessons. He didn't want to listen 

to what the lesson was that day. He only wanted to ask his questions. So he did, and I told him what the Bible said. I think it was about 

the fifth or sixth lesson when I noticed that the tone of the questions was changing. He stopped asking the "How can this be?" 

questions, and started asking, "Where does it say this?" questions. In other words, he was beginning to see Jesus and he wanted to learn 

more about Jesus. I remember going home after class that night and thinking, "I saw a miracle today." 

 

If you believe in Jesus, then Jesus has done the same miracle in your heart. If you believe that Jesus is the Way, the Truth and the Life 

and no one comes to the Father except through him, then you are a miracle of God’s Spirit. Your spiritual blindness has been replaced 

with spiritual sight. A sight that allows you to believe that it is by grace you have been saved through faith.  

 

Amazing Grace how sweet the sound – that saved a wretch like me! I once was lost, but now am found, was blind but now I see.        

To God alone be the glory. Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


