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In the Name of Jesus, Dear Christian Friends, 

 

Have you ever noticed how two people can witness the exact same event, but see it altogether differently? Maybe it’s an accident 

witnessed by driver, or a passenger, or a bystander. Maybe it’s an athletic scoring event or a penalty call that was witnessed by 10s of 

thousands of people and everyone saw it differently. Or maybe it’s a societal phenomenon (hunger, violence, racial discrimination) 

viewed by people with different political ideologies that fuel the discussion and debate on how to solve these matters. The same 

differences can also be observed in relationships; a husband views an event in the marriage one way, while a wife views it completely 

differently. No matter what the topic, two people can witness the exact same event, but see it altogether differently. 

 

There was some of that going on at Mt. Sinai when God gave the Ten Commandments to Israel. In the words of our text for today 

multitudes of God’s people hear him speak as he gave them his Ten Commandments. As you can imagine, some heard those words one 

way, while others heard those same words a different way. The same can be said for each of us. Sometimes when we hear God’s Word 

and his will for our lives, we perceive it one way, while the next time we might perceive it another way. How can that be? Is God’s 

Word so unclear or ambiguous that it breeds confusion? Not at all! God’s Word and his will is crystal clear for our lives of faith. And 

today as we study these words of our God, may the Holy Spirit strengthen the foundation of our faith so that we joyfully live as 

children of the heavenly Father by knowing the difference between faith and fear. 

 

On Mt. Sinai 

In the chapter preceding our text we hear God telling Moses that he was going to establish a covenant, a relationship, with Israel that 

would formally make them his chosen people. At God’s instruction the entire nation and Moses gathered at the base of the mountain 

for this special event. God came down from heaven to occupy the top of Mt. Sinai and speak to the people about the arrangement he 

was proposing. It was truly an awesome event as Moses describes it, "There was thunder and lighting, with a thick cloud over the 

mountain, and a very loud trumpet blast…Mount Sinai was covered with smoke, because the LORD descended on it in fire. The smoke 

billowed up from it like smoke from a furnace, the whole mountain trembled violently, and the sound of the trumpet grew louder and 

louder"(19:16,18,19). This then was the backdrop to the message the LORD spoke to his people as he gave them his Ten 

Commandments. 

 

Such an incredible event, witnessed by an estimated two million people, was sure to strike people differently. And it did! It would 

appear that the vast majority of the people who heard the LORD speak were filled with fear. In the words of our text we read: WHEN 

THE PEOPLE SAW THE THUNDER AND LIGHTNING AND HEARD THE TRUMPET AND SAW THE MOUNTAIN IN 

SMOKE, THEY TREMBLED WITH FEAR. THEY STAYED AT A DISTANCE AND SAID TO MOSES, ‘SPEAK TO US 

YOURSELF AND WE WILL LISTEN. BUT DO NOT HAVE GOD SPEAK TO US OR WE WILL DIE’ (20:18,19). But Moses’ 

take on the whole matter was tempered with faith. MOSES SAID TO THE PEOPLE, ‘DON’T BE AFRAID. GOD HAS COME TO 

TEST YOU, SO THAT THE FEAR OF GOD WILL BE WITH YOU TO KEEP YOU FROM SINNING’ (20:21). Moses listened 

with a heart of faith that trusted in the LORD’s unfailing love, while the Israelites listened with hearts filled with fear at the display of 

God’s awesome power. In effect the people were saying, “This is bad, really bad, keep God away from us.” And Moses was saying, 

“This is great! This really helps! God is here showing us how he wants us to love him who first loved us!” How could the two parties 

involved see this one event so differently? One filled with fear and the other in faith? What accounted for the difference? 

  

A Contrasting Difference 

What accounted for the difference on Mt. Sinai is the same thing that accounts for the difference today. Why do some think that 

posting the Ten Commandments in public schools would be great, and others think it would be bad? Why does the mere mention of the 

Ten Commandments evoke feelings of fear and guilt in some, and self-righteousness in others? Why do some see the Ten 

Commandments as a burden, which limits freedom and happiness and the enjoyment of life, while others see them as the keys to true 

happiness? How can there be so many interpretations of the same thing? Well, to understand, we need to understand the context in 

which the Commandments were given and the purpose God said they were to serve.  

 

Back To Sinai (Israel vs. Moses) 

So back to Mt. Sinai: In order to be fair to the Israelite people we might ask, “Who wouldn’t be terrified at the foot of a smoke-

billowing, fire-breathing, violently shaking mountain from which an ever increasing trumpet blast was followed by the voice of God 

Almighty?”    

 

As the Israelites listened to the voice of God it soon became apparent to them that they were guilty of sinning against their God and 

were deserving of his wrath and punishment.  

 

Moses, on the other hand, took things differently, even though he had seen the same lightening, fire and smoke and heard the same 

commandments Israel did…even though he too knew he had been guilty of breaking them.  



While Moses painfully believed he was a sinner standing before a holy God, he also believed that this holy God still wanted to have a 

relationship with him and with Israel. In fact, God wanted to establish them there at Sinai as his chosen people out of all the other 

nations on earth (19:5), and that keeping these commandments could be an expression of thanksgiving to God graciously choosing 

them to be his people (20:6). And so to Moses, these Commandments would not be merely justification for God’s annihilation of them, 

but would serve as guidelines for Israel’s faithful living in response to God’s goodness. These Ten Commandments became the road 

map for saying “Thank You” to a gracious and holy God for making Israel his chosen nation from which the Savior of the world would 

be born. 

Who Gave the Ten Commandments? 

So in the end we could say that what accounted for the different views of the Ten Commandments was that Moses was guided by faith, 

and Israel was led by fear. What accounts for the difference of views of God’s Ten Commandments today is ultimately the same thing; 

Faith or fear. So how do we view God’s Ten Commandments? Do they produce fear in our hearts or do we view them in faith? The 

answer to how we view the Ten Commandments always comes down to the answer to another question, “Who gave the 

Commandments?” Most people know that answer to that question. God gave the Ten Commandments. Today’s lesson teaches us that 

truth. While it is easy to speak the answer, it seems to be much more difficult to remember and practice that truth in our day-to-day 

living.  

 

 Children mistakenly act like their parents gave the Ten Commandments when they have a tendency to more faithfully obey 

those Commandments when their parents are watching. When they are away from their parents, they think that it’s okay to do 

wrong as long as their parents don’t see.  

 Sometimes students think that their teachers gave the Ten Commandments. When the teacher is watching, the students are on 

their best behavior. But when the teachers leaves the room or turns his or her back to the class, it’s as though they think that 

just because the teacher can’t seen them, neither can God.  

 We adults sometimes think our neighbors or other church members gave the Ten Commandments. In front of other people 

we like to think that we are the model of Christian faith. But it’s amazing sometimes what goes on behind closed doors when 

the neighbors or other church members cannot see us or hear us.  

 Some people think the minister gave the Ten Commandments. People sometimes act differently around the minister than they 

do normally; they clean up their language, they are kind to their wife, showering her with compliments; they may even go out 

of their way to make sure the pastor knows how hard they work at trying to get to church every week.  

 Ministers sometimes act like their members gave the Ten Commandments when they behave differently in front of their 

members than when they are away from their congregation. Ministers, too, have to remember that it was not their members, 

but God who gave the Ten Commandments. 

 

When we fail to remember who gave the Ten Commandments, we will act in fear and not in faith. A proper view of the Ten 

Commandments, a viewed filled with faith, really comes down to having an understanding of who gave the Ten Commandments. From 

this lesson of Scripture we learn who gave the Ten Commandments; it was the LORD. When the name, LORD, (spelled with capital 

letters in our English Bibles), is used, it tells what kind of God gave us the Ten Commandments. The LORD, the God of free and 

faithful love, gave the Commandments.  

 

 This is the same God who was reconciling the world to himself in Christ Jesus.  

 This is the same God who made his own Son who had no sin to be sin for us so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God.  

 This is the same God whose Son was pierced for our transgressions, whose Son was crushed for our iniquities, whose Son’s 

punishment brought us peace and by whose wounds we are healed.  

 

This is the LORD, the God who gave the Ten Commandments. And yes, his Ten Commandments do show us our sin, but they also 

show us how he wants us to love him for taking away all of our sins. We love, by keeping God’s Ten Commandments, because he first 

loved us in Christ Jesus. When we fail to remember who gave the Ten Commandments, we tend to view them in a way that brings fear. 

That was never God’s intent. When we remember that it was the LORD who gave the Ten Commandments, then we view them exactly 

as God intended them to be viewed, as a way of showing love for God for his great goodness in taking all of our sins away.   

  

As we approach Mt. Sinai with the Israelites, it is understandable why they were filled with fear. That same fear also resonates in our 

own hearts when we break those Ten Commandments. But during this Lenten season especially as we approach another mountain, Mt. 

Calvary, this scene on Mt. Sinai no longer causes fear but instead it instills faith in our faithful God, The LORD; the God of free and 

faithful love. The LORD is the God who through the perfect obedience of his Son had all of the requirements of the Ten 

Commandments kept for his people. The LORD is the God who through his Son’s sacrifice on the cross established an everlasting 

covenant, an everlasting relationship with you and me, the people of God. As long as we live here in this world many will see God, his 

Commandments, and his will for godly living as something that elicits fear, but may God’s grace and power quiet our own hearts when 

we are tempted to listen to those fears and may that same grace and power enable us to share with many others the joy and the peace of 

knowing the loving will of the LORD, our Savior God. Amen. 

 


