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Patience along the Path to Glory  

John 12:20-30 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 A little boy, a first grader, came home from school and could hardly contain himself. Look dad, look what our 

teacher gave us today! The boy had clenched in his fist a little plastic bag, but as he flailed his hands about, his father 

couldn’t quite see what he was holding, and wondered all the while what this “gift” from the teacher might be. Finally, as 

he opened his hand, the little bag dropped and inside the bag were 10 tiny little seeds. “Teacher said if we put these seeds 

in some dirt and water them, they will grow into tomato plants!” he said, and he would not sit still until his father had 

helped him plant the seeds and water them. About an hour later, the boy came up to his father sitting in his chair reading 

the paper. His father noticed a forlorn look on the boy’s face. Wondering what could have caused this sudden change of 

temperament the father asked, “What’s wrong, champ?” “Dad,” the little boy said with a tear welling up in his eye, “I 

think teacher lied, it’s not working!”   

 We can all chuckle a bit at the naivety of this little boy in thinking that a plant would grow in just a few minutes. 

We know better, we know that it doesn’t just take water and soil to grow a plant, it takes time and patience. But do we 

demonstrate a similar naivety when it comes to our trust in God’s promises? The Bible tells us that God is a God of power 

and glory. The bible tells us that all things work for the good of those who love God. It tells us that God is watching over 

us and providing for us. It tells us that those who trust in Christ will receive a magnificent kingdom, and that we will share 

in his glory, enjoying a life of luxury and perfection and satisfaction. But it’s easy to forget that it takes time. The path to 

glory requires patience. That’s the lesson we learn as Jesus’ disciples share a request from a group of people who had 

come to visit him from a foreign land. Listen now to Jesus’ words recorded in John Chapter 12. 

John 12:20-33  
20 

Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the Feast. 
 21 

They came to Philip, 

who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. “Sir,” they said, “we would like to see Jesus.” 
 22 

Philip 

went to tell Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus.  
23 

Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 
 24 

I tell you the truth, unless a 

kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many 

seeds. 
 25 

The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man who hates his life in this world will keep it for 

eternal life. 
 26 

Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will 

honor the one who serves me.  
27 

“Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it was for this 

very reason I came to this hour. 
 28 

Father, glorify your name!”  

Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and will glorify it again.” 
 29 

The crowd that was 

there and heard it said it had thundered; others said an angel had spoken to him.  
30 

Jesus said, “This voice was for your benefit, not mine. 
 31 

Now is the time for judgment on this world; now 

the prince of this world will be driven out. 
 32 

But I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to 

myself.” 
 33 

He said this to show the kind of death he was going to die. 

 So this group of people comes up to Philip, one of the 12 disciples, and asks to see Jesus. What’s going on here? 

What were they after? It helps to remember that just days earlier Jesus raised Lazarus who had been dead for days. Shortly 

after this Jesus entered Jerusalem and was welcomed by the cheers of thousands. They put their coats at his feet. They 

placed palm braches before him and shouted “Hosanna” - save us we pray-. They called him the “Son of David”. People 

were getting pretty excited about what he might do. This group of foreigners undoubtedly would have heard about it. 

Perhaps they even saw him riding on that donkey. Now they wanted to see this legendary figure Jesus for themselves. You 

get the impression that they viewed him almost as a tourist attraction. “Oh man, we’re in Judea anyway, maybe we can 

see Jesus!” As Phillip and Andrew go to Jesus with this request, it is interesting to note that it isn’t even clear whether or 

not these visitors ever got the audience with Jesus that they desired. Jesus begins his reply with the words, “The hour has 

come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 
24 

I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, 

it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds.  

Now how is this an answer to the request to see Jesus? It’s an answer to the misperception of these visitors and 

the disciples that Palm Sunday was the beginning of Jesus’ rise to power and to lead a triumphant rebellion against the 

Roman oppressors. It’s a rebuke of their hidden hope that now that political power and wealth and social standing was 

coming their way. “It’s not going to be like that!” Jesus is saying. “Not now!” In fact before Jesus’ time of glory, and 

before anyone would share in his glory, there was going to be pain, suffering, and death  -  including his own death. But 

he points out that this is by design. He compares himself to a kernel of wheat. If the kernel doesn’t die and fall to the 

ground, it stays just like it is, and no new plant grows. If, however, it dies and falls to the ground, many new seeds are 



formed. Jesus is forewarning his disciples that earthly or political success would not secure the kind of glory that God has 

in mind. Rather, his death was necessary if there was going to any real glory. And going through that ordeal would take 

patience. Patience for Jesus himself, and also patience for his followers. 

  Don’t ever get the idea that his path was easy. He himself says in these verses, “Now my heart is troubled.” 

The temptation to quit must have been enormous. His ministry on earth, certainly had been challenging. His temptation by 

the devil at the beginning of his ministry – certainly not a cake walk, but for the thirty some years that Jesus had walked 

this earth, especially in the last few, Jesus had also enjoyed the glory of the miracles he performed, and the satisfaction of 

seeing a few come to faith. His life had ups and downs just like any one else’s, but now he faced death. I don’t think you 

have to put it in fancy terms to get the point across. In dying, Jesus faces that event which frightens and intimidates human 

beings more than any other. Yet with the heart of a patient servant he prepared to endure it. He says, what shall I say? 

‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. 
28 

Father, glorify your name!” 

From almost every point of view death, especially crucifixion would be the height of shame, but Jesus with laser-like 

focus explains that this is his mission - it was for this very reason I came to this hour. And he calls on the father to see 

that mission through. Father, glorify your name!”And Jesus knew what the result of his patient suffering would be – real 

glory in the defeat of the devil he says, 
31”

Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world 

will be driven out,” and the permanent glory of life after death for all of his followers. “
32 

But I, when I am lifted up 

from the earth, will draw all men to myself.”And so it was by patiently enduring earth’s greatest shame, that Jesus 

tasted ultimate glory.   

 It is that kind of patience that you and I need if we too want to taste Jesus’ glory. No, we won’t have to face the 

kind of suffering and death Jesus did, but we will have to wait out the pain and suffering of this world before we get to 

experience the full glory and satisfaction of what Jesus did on that cross. The people in Jesus’ day fought that fight. They 

were constantly tempted to question whether or not there was really any glory in following Jesus. What, follow him and 

be arrested? Follow him and be killed? Follow him and lose my job – lose my friends – lose my social standing? Where is 

the glory of Palm Sunday? Sadly for many, this proved too much and they deserted him.   

 These temptations touch us too. Consider the Christian who is bold in sharing their faith, never missing an 

opportunity to tell a friend or family member about the hope that they have, just like the Bible tells them to, even visiting 

strangers to witness. What is the temptation when a door is slammed, or when a family member avoids him or her, or 

avoids contact whatsoever? Consider the Christian who follows God’s plan for marriage to the best of his or her ability 

only to see it crumbling, perhaps it is even because of a desire to do it God’s way. What’s the temptation? Consider the 

Christian who painstakingly trains their children in the knowledge and practice of Bible teaching only to see them stray. 

What’s the temptation? Consider the Christian who serves generously and gives generously to God’s work, only to hear 

complaint. What is the temptation? Who among us hasn’t had a moment like that little boy in my story where we want to 

cry out, “Daddy it’s not working!” But listen to Jesus’ reply: 
25 

The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man 

who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 
26 

Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, 

my servant also will be.  

Again and again in the Bible, Jesus reminds us that this is all temporary. As he so often does, he gives us warning 

followed by a promise. The warning: don’t look for glory in this world! The man who loves his life will lose it! Now does 

this mean we shouldn’t enjoy life – that we should walk around with frowns and be the world’s biggest cynics? No, God 

doesn’t want us to be cynical, just patient. Patiently wait for the glory God has promised. Don’t give up when it success 

isn’t right there in front of us. Jesus says whoever serves me must follow me;Jesus is the ultimate example of patience 

and humble service. He dedicated his entire life not to his own glory, but to ours. He endured the humiliation of becoming 

a human, of being an outcast in society, of being hated by the government and religious leaders, of hanging out with 

simpletons, and of being executed in public. But he did all this patiently, certain that real glory was just around the corner 

and he promises that glory – the glory of resurrection, the glory of heaven to us all. Maybe not today, maybe not 

tomorrow, but soon. Soon it will be ours. In fact, Jesus is so serious about this promise that he states it in three different 

ways! “The man who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.” “Where I am, my servant also will be.”   

“My Father will honor the one who serves me.”Brothers and sisters, when students are gunned down at school, when 

families break apart, when  friends bicker and gossip, and carry petty jealousies against one another, when children stray, 

when our words are ignored, and we are tempted to say “Daddy it’s not working”, don’t fall for Satan’s trick. Don’t ever 

be fooled into thinking that your faith in Jesus is not worth it simply because you don’t see instantaneous results. God has 

never made such a promise. But Jesus himself made the promises that I read moments ago. Jesus who endured this 

world’s shame and now lives in glory has created a place where there will be no marriage problems or financial problems, 

or health problems, or gossip or tragedy. It’s not right here in front of us as we speak. I can’t take you on a walkthrough 

tour right now. But I can with as much certainty as that father told his son that “yes, the plants will grow in time” that in 

God’s time, we will go to that place and live in glory forever. And while we are here, God has promised us what we need 

to make it through the journey. Just have patience. AMEN.  


