
 

 

Living History Night 

“My times are in your hands.” Psalm 31:15 
 
What is it? Living History Night is an educational event where students dress in character and 
share biographical information on a selected historical figure. It is a living museum!  
 
Purpose: Provide an engaging educational experience that brings history to life and deepens 
historical understanding in a unique format that is shared with parents, family and community. 
 
Who: All students in grades 4-8 are required to participate. Participation for grades K-3 is 
optional. 
 
When: November 10, 6:30pm 
 
Getting Started 
Teachers will begin with a general overview of world history. This will help students gain 
perspective on historical chronology. The chronology of the world can be divided into four 
general time periods or eras: Ancient Times, Middle Ages, Early Modern and Modern. The 
following world era timeline helps one visualize major world events: 
 
Ancient Times (5000BC-500AD) 

➔ Creation (Most Biblical scholars agree that the earth is 6-8,000 years old. This would put 
creation @5000BC) 

➔ Noah and the Flood 
➔ Domestication of the horse 
➔ Invention of plow 
➔ Abraham 
➔ Great Pyramids and Ancient Egypt 
➔ King David 
➔ Ancient Assyria 
➔ Ancient Babylon 
➔ Ancient Greece 
➔ Ancient Rome 
➔ Time of Jesus 
➔ Life of Pythagoras 
➔ Life of Confucius 
➔ Fall of Rome 



 
Middle Ages (500AD-1500AD) 

➔ Dark Ages in Europe 
➔ Maya Civilization in Central America 
➔ Rule of Charlemagne 
➔ Magna Carta 
➔ Bubonic Plague 
➔ Aztecs build Tenochtitlan in Central Mexico 
➔ Life of Martin Luther 
➔ Invention of press 
➔ Christopher Columbus sails to New World 

 
Early Modern Era (1500AD-1800AD) 

➔ Renaissance 
➔ Michelangelo paints Sistine Chapel 
➔ Life of William Shakespeare 
➔ Age of Exploration 
➔ Magellan’s crew sails around world  
➔ Colonization of Americas 
➔ Life of Johann Sebastian Bach 
➔ American Revolutionary War 
➔ Age of Enlightenment 

 
Modern Era (1800AD-Present) 

➔ Industrial Revolution 
➔ Rule of Napoleon 
➔ World’s first oil refinery built in Romania 
➔ Civil War 
➔ Invention of Automobile 
➔ Wright Brothers successfully fly airplane 
➔ World War I 
➔ Great Depression 
➔ Einstein’s Theory of Relativity 
➔ World War II 
➔ Dropping of Atomic bomb  
➔ Man lands of moon 
➔ Civil Rights Movement 
➔ Cold War 
➔ Computers and Internet 
➔ 911 
➔ Information Age 

 
 



 
Selecting Historical Figure 
Next, teachers will use a guided activity to help students identify general areas of historical 
interest (i.e.- inventions, adventure, wars, etc). Students will then be guided in developing a 
prospect list of choices. Each student will ultimately select the historical figure of their choice. 
Seclected historical figures cannot be alive. Once the historical figure has been chosen, 
understanding the life of an historical figure begins with understanding the chronology of world 
events. What world events happened prior, during and after the figure’s life? In what era did the 
figure live? 
 
Required Activities 
With the guidance of their classroom teacher, students will investigate their selected historical 
person of choice and learn more about the historical era from which he/she lived. In doing so, 
students will complete at least one of the following classroom activities that will help deepen 
their understanding of their selected individual. This project will be graded and included in the 
2nd quarter social studies and/or English grade.  

● Design an illustrated timeline that lists ten important events in the life of the historical 
figure. 

● Develop a map that shows dates and locations of 10 important events in his or her life. 
● Create a poster that celebrates the importance of the historical figure; include a catchy 

name for the poster, 3-5 illustrations, and 8-10 detailed life events. 
● Write a 1-2 page biography that describes the life and achievements of the historical 

figure. 
● Write a 1 page first-person speech that describes the figure’s life and achievements.  
● Write a journal that recounts 10 important events in the figure's life.  
● Create a 60 second movie trailer that highlights the figure’s life and achievements. 
● Using paint or other art media and create a portrait of the figure.  
● Write a 15-20 line poem about the experiences of the figure.  
● Construct a 10 page scrapbook of "mementos" from the life of the figure, and explain 

their significance.  
● Build a model of an important item or structure for the figure. 

*Projects will be graded and designated toward second quarter social studies/history grade.     
 
Going Deeper 
It takes very little time and effort to find simple biographical information: date of birth, country of 
origin, educational experiences, important accomplishments, etc. However, this does not 
promote a deep understanding of historical context and significance. To achieve this, one must 
investigate and reflect upon how the historical times might have influenced this person’s life and 
the lives of the general people. The following list of questions will promote a deeper 
understanding and will be investigated as activities are being completed:  

● What major world events happened prior, during and after the figure’s life? In what era 
did the figure live? 

● What did the people of the time feel, fear, hope and dream?  



● Where there any advancements in medicine and technology?  
● Where was the person during the time being studied? What were the geological features 

and how did the terrain affect the character's lifestyle? 
● What was the economy of the area?  
● What were the political views of the people? Was there more than one cultural group in 

the area? How did the groups interact? 
● How did the people of the time and area dress? 
● What language(s) did they speak? Were they literate? 
● What did they eat? How did they cook? How did they get their food? 
● How were their homes made? To what inventions did they have access? 
● What was the person’s job? What other jobs were a part of the society? 
● What games did the society play? What music did it have? Were there other forms of 

entertainment?  
● What were the society's religious views?  
● How were families organized? How were responsibilities and authority divided? How 

were children raised? What were the families' beliefs about marriage?  

Preparing for Living History Night 
Students are to assemble a costume and prepare a 60-90 second speech for Living History 
Night. Costumes can be simple. Resourcefulness, creativity and hard work are more important 
than spending money on materials. Note cards or paper can be used to deliver the speech. The 
speech should include important biographical information and life accomplishments. It should 
also include information that will help their audience better understand the historical times in 
which their character lived.  
 
The Event---November 10 
The school building will be organized like a museum----a “hall” for each historical era. Students, 
in costume, will setup in their designated “hall” by 6:30pm and must remain at their designated 
spot until 7:00pm. Students will “come alive” and share their speech when a token is 
“deposited”. Parents, guests and visitors will be able to purchase tokens in church narthex. 
Tokens will be sold 10 for $1.00. Proceeds from the event will go to Agnesian Cancer Center in 
honor of former Faith teacher Mrs. Joann Albrecht. Following the student portion of the evening, 
we will enjoy an historical presentation by Faith member and author Mrs. Janie Neidfeldt. Here 
is a preview of her presentation: 
 
In 1992/1994 NPH published my children's historical fiction books, RED as in Russia, and 
Measles, and Love and GREEN as in Springtime, New Life, and God’s Will. I'm excited to 
announce that my books are back--new and improved. In RED readers will join Lisenka and her 
family during their harrowing escape from Russia in 1926-27. In GREEN, they will discover 
many Fond du Lac scenes in 1928, like St. Peter’s Lutheran Church and School, the railroad 
station, Lakeside Park’s locomotive, and more. Here Lisenka and her family face the obstacles 
and victories of immigration. These spiritually insightful adventure stories will make meaningful 
gifts for children and grand children. New photographs (by Carla Jane Photography-Fond du 
Lac) on the covers and within the books bring these children’s historical fiction books to life. 
Look for familiar faces in the photos as you view the characters of Lisenka, Papa, Taty, Alya, 
Yurgi, and even Chukov/Pastor Moussa. (They are our children, in-law children, and grand 



children--many members of Faith.) During my presentation, I will take a look at Fond du Lac in 
1928-29 because that was the focus of my research for GREEN and ongoing research for the 
third book in this series. I'll show slides of historic Fond du Lac and talk about life then, 
especially for new immigrants.  
 
Resources 
Students should have a minimum of three resources for their research. In addition to books and 
encyclopedias, the following websites may provide good information:  
  
Contains many short biographies of figures in American history: 
http://www.let.rug.nl/usa/biographies/ 
  
Offers biographies of more than 30 famous people, from John Adams to Oscar Wilde: 
http://www.incwell.com/Biographies/ 
 
Provides short biographies on famous leaders from history: 
http://gardenofpraise.com/leaders.htm 
  
Dozens of biographies on a variety of historical figures: 
http://www.ducksters.com/biography/ 
  
Fourteen biographies and pictures of famous people from around the world: 
http://www.kidsfront.com/biography/ 
  
Biographies for Middle School students 
http://sldirectory.com/studf/bio.html 
  
  
_____________________________REGISTRATION FORM____________________________  
  
Name: _______________________________________ Grade: ____________________ 
 
My Historical Figure is: _______________________________________ 
 
He/she lived in the historical era of: ____________________________________ 
 
One thing that I want to learn about my historical figure 
is..._________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______ I understand that I am required to attend Living History Night in character on 
November 10 from 6:30-7:30pm.  
 

http://www.educationworld.com/a_curr/curr284.shtml#sthash.1V37bEVI.dpuf
http://www.educationworld.com/a_curr/curr284.shtml#sthash.1V37bEVI.dpuf
http://www.let.rug.nl/usa/biographies/
http://www.educationworld.com/a_curr/curr284.shtml#sthash.HiD36dOo.dpuf
http://www.incwell.com/Biographies/
http://gardenofpraise.com/leaders.htm
http://www.ducksters.com/biography/
http://www.kidsfront.com/biography/
http://sldirectory.com/studf/bio.html


Parent Signature: ______________________________________________  
 
 

 
PLEASE RETURN TO YOUR TEACHER 

BY TUESDAY, OCTOBER 3 


