
Text:  Exodus 14:13-15 

Theme: Moving On With Confidence! 

Date:  New Year’s Eve 2018 
In the Name of Jesus, whose love cared for us this past year and whose grace guides us into the New Year, Dear Christian Friends, 

One of the greatest fears we face is the fear of the unknown. Imagine this. You just had your annual physical at the doctor’s 

office. A few days later you hear a message on your voice mail. It is your doctor’s nurse telling you that your doctor wants to 

schedule a follow up visit with you in his office. Why? You don’t know and that’s the problem, that’s what scares you. It could 

be nothing; or it could be something major. Maybe he wants to clarify a piece of your medical history. Maybe something 

showed up on your tests and he wants to talk about the results and discuss your medical options. Maybe it’s nothing; maybe it’s 

something. But that’s the problem, isn’t it! You just don’t know. How often doesn’t fear of the unknown become one of our 

greatest fears? 

 

Tomorrow starts a New Year. But none of us knows what will happen in the next twelve months. 2018 could be a stellar year 

for you personally and for our congregation, or it could be a year we would just as soon forget. No one knows for sure. Again, 

how often doesn’t the fear of the unknown become one of our greatest fears?   

 

While it is true that we don’t know what the future holds, we do know who holds the future in his loving and powerful hands – 

the Lord God Almighty, the God of our Salvation. On this New Year’s Eve we direct our attention to God’s Old Testament 

people who, when they looked back saw only bad things and when they looked ahead, again, saw even more bad things. There 

on the banks of the Red Sea the Lord spoke words to his people that he still speaks today to us as we move forward into a New 

Year. Tonight the Lord in his grace and wisdom encourages us to Move on With Confidence. Confidence is a fragile thing 

when it is dependent on our own abilities, yet when our confidence is founded on the Lord’s faithfulness, it is a sure thing. As 

we enter a New Year, we Move On With Confidence; spiritual confidence that allows us to 1) Remember God’s promises of the 

past and to 2) Trust his power for the future.  

1. Remember God’s Promises 

Pharaoh had a change of heart 

In the words of our text the Israelites found themselves between the proverbial rock and a hard place. God had freed them from 

the slavery in Egypt under the leadership of Moses. Pharaoh had granted them release from bondage so that they could enjoy 

their freedom in the Promised Land of Canaan. What appeared to be the pathway to this freedom soon had the markings of 

doom and disaster. Pharaoh, after suffering greatly at the hand of the Lord God Almighty and granting release to the millions of 

Israelite slaves, now had a change of heart and began mobilizing his army. He was in pursuit of reclaiming his slave labor force. 

We hear again the fearful voices of those wilderness wanderers, ‘As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there 

were the Egyptians, marching after them. They were terrified and cried out to the LORD. 
11

 They said to Moses, “Was it 

because there were no graves in Egypt that you brought us to the desert to die? What have you done to us by bringing us out of 

Egypt? 
12

 Didn’t we say to you in Egypt, ‘Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians’? It would have been better for us to serve 

the Egyptians than to die in the desert!”’  

Had they forgotten? 

Fear of the unknown had its vice grip around the neck of God’s people. They were terrified. They didn’t see anything good 

coming their way; only death and destruction. But why were they so terrified? Had they forgotten the Lord’s demonstration of 

power and might in the plagues of blood and boils, hail, locusts and darkness? Had they forgotten the Lord’s promises? Had they 

already forgotten what God told them through his prophet Moses? “And I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and he will pursue them. 

But I will gain glory for myself through Pharaoh and all his army, and the Egyptians will know that I am the LORD.”   God’s people 

were frozen in fear without any power to move on, let alone any confidence to do so.  

Tempted to forget 

As we look back at the year 2017, we too may be tempted to forget about the Lord’s promises and remember only that which 

brought us fear. How many people again this year struggled to make financial ends meet? How many thousands of acres were 

scorched by forest fires in our western states along with hundreds of homes destroyed as families now struggle to restart their 

lives? Or the vast number of neighbors in Texas and other southern states that were covered in flood waters brought on by the 

hurricanes of this past year? All too vivid are the memories of the scene in Las Vegas, Nevada, where 58 innocent people were 

gunned down at an outdoor concert last October. Likewise, even here in our own city of Fond du Lac, we read in the paper of 

any number of young lives lost because of an overdose of prescription drugs. 

Remember God’s promise 

When we forget about God’s promises we are only inviting fear to freeze us in our footsteps like the Israelites whose backs 

were literally up against wall. But as this year draws to a close we as God’s people are free from the grip of fear when we 

remember the many promises of our gracious God. While we may see evidence of families struggling financially, God still 

gives us this promise, “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what 

you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes?...But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, 



and all these things will be given to you as well.”  While many may fear the force of nature with its devastating powers, we 

remember that it was our Lord Jesus who quieted not only the fears of the disciples, but also the waves when he spoke to the 

wind and said, “Quiet! Be still!” While there may be senseless violence and ruthless killing in our own cities and 

neighborhoods, God still gives us this promise, “For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your 

ways.” But of all the Lord’s promises that have quieted our fears, none are more precious than the words of promise he gave to 

a man who was lame. After healing his physical infirmity, Jesus said, “Be of good cheer. Your sins are forgiven.”  The greatest 

fear that keeps us from moving on with confidence is the fear associated with our sin. That fear is real. It is not imaginary. It is 

crippling and devastating. But with the Lord there is the forgiveness of sins – free and full. That promise has been with us in the 

past even when we have failed to remember it, even when we have failed to rely upon its strength. And that promise, like every 

other promise of Lord, enables us to move on into a New Year with confidence.  

 

The Israelites, with their backs up against the wall so to speak, needed to move on and they need to do so with confidence. But 

how could they? Only one way – trusting in God’s power 

2. Trusting God’s Power 
As panic spread throughout the Israelite camp, we hear the trusting words of God’s chosen leader Moses as he addressed the crowds, 

DO NOT BE AFRAID. STAND FIRM AND YOU WILL SEE THE DELIVERANCE THE LORD WILL BRING YOU TODAY. 

THE EGYPTIANS YOU SEE TODAY YOU WILL NEVER SEE AGAIN. THE LORD WILL FIGHT FOR YOU; YOU NEED 

ONLY TO BE STILL. Under the present circumstances, these words must have sounded like utter foolishness.  

Encouragement to trust 

The army of Pharaoh was about to tear into the Israelites and the Lord told them that they have nothing to fear. In the words of our text 

we read: THE EGYPTIANS YOU SEE HEAR TODAY YOU WILL NEVER SEE AGAIN. THE LORD WILL FIGHT FOR YOU; 

YOU NEED ONLY TO BE STILL. Then the Lord gave Moses these instructions for the people: TELL THE ISRAELITES TO 

MOVE ON. Move on? Where? Toward the Egyptians? No, but towards the Red Sea. What? Are you out of your mind? But listen to 

the verses that follow…
 15

 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israelites to move on. 
16

 Raise your 

staff and stretch out your hand over the sea to divide the water so that the Israelites can go through the sea on dry ground. 
17

 I will 

harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them. And I will gain glory through Pharaoh and all his army, through 

his chariots and his horsemen. 
18

 The Egyptians will know that I am the LORD when I gain glory through Pharaoh, his chariots and 

his horsemen.”  
19

 Then the angel of God, who had been traveling in front of Israel’s army, withdrew and went behind them. The 

pillar of cloud also moved from in front and stood behind them, 
20

 coming between the armies of Egypt and Israel. Throughout the 

night the cloud brought darkness to the one side and light to the other side; so neither went near the other all night long.  
21

 Then 

Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night the LORD drove the sea back with a strong east wind and turned it into 

dry land. The waters were divided, 
22

 and the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on 

their left.  

God demonstrated his power in Egypt 

And you know the rest of the story. As Pharaoh and his army pursued the Israelites on to the dry ground of the Sea, God caused the 

waters to rush together destroying Israel’s enemies.  Move on! That’s exactly what God allowed his people to do. But the Israelites 

didn’t move on simply because they couldn’t go back. God wanted them to know that they could move on with confidence. After all, 

hadn’t God just defeated their enemy in a most dramatic fashion?   

God demonstrated his power in our lives as well 

When it comes to moving on into a new year and trusting in the Lord’s power, sometimes there’s a part of us that would like to see 

God’s dramatic power as he parts the Red Seas in our life with a miracle. Surely then, we would trust in him and move on with 

confidence! But God’s Word is clear. He knows what is best for us and he uses his power to bring it about.  Jeremiah wrote concerning 

the Lord’s care for each of us, “I know the plans I have for you…plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope 

and a future” (Jer. 29:11).  The Psalmist writes of God, “Be still and know that I am God” (46:10). God’s knows what is best for us 

and sometimes carries out his care in the most unassuming manner. A person is gravely ill and we pray for a miracle and God answers 

our prayers, not with beams of glory shooting down from heaven, but with a surgery where he quietly and precisely directed the hands 

of a surgeon.  God could rain manna and money down from the heavens, but most often he chooses to provide for our physical needs 

through able-bodied work, through family, friends and a government.  We pray for a miracle of healing and God instead answers by 

allowing that person to decline in health and enter eternal life in heaven. Now that person is protected for all eternity. We like to think 

that moving on with confidence requires a spectacular parting of a “Red Sea” in our lives, but God often times quietly and most 

assuredly works what is truly most important in our lives. “Be still and know that I am God.” 

God’s greatest power over sins 

Isn’t that how God won the most important battle in our lives, our salvation and the forgiveness of sins? Who would have thought of 

the virgin birth or God becoming a man? What mind would have conceived of the cross and the resurrection? It goes against all logic 

that God should freely give us heaven without first demanding some sort of payment or worthiness on our part. But that is how God 

crushed the head of Satan and saved sinners from hell. It is foolishness to the world, but it is God’s way and that makes it the only way.   

 

It is in this spirit of trusting in the Lord that we can and must move on into a new year with confidence. Confidence that alone comes 

from remembering the Lord’s promises and trusting in his power. Amen.   


