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In the Name of our Humble King, Dear Christian Friends, 

 

Every day we are surrounded by contrasts. The dictionary defines a “contrast” as two things that are strikingly different.   

 As we all know, the weather is often a picture of contrast – one day it’s sunny and nice, the next cold and rainy.   

 People are often a study in contrasts. Life experience has shown us that one moment a person can be so kind and nice; 

and the next moment their speech and actions are cutting and hateful.   

 

But at no time in the history of the world were the contrasts more glaring than during that week that we are now beginning and 

which has come to be known as Holy Week. As we again follow our Savior Jesus into Jerusalem this Holy Week may God’s 

Spirit bless our faith as we see some “Holy Contrasts.” 1) Between Power & Humility, 2) Between Approval & Disapproval 

and 3) Between Sin & Grace. 

 

1.  Power & Humility 

The first contrast that strikes us on this Palm Sunday is the contrast between power and humility. Jesus entered into Jerusalem 

riding on a donkey, the lowliest of animals, and a borrowed one at that. We would at least expect the King of the Universe to 

come on a prancing and powerful stallion. When the president of the United States comes to town, he doesn’t come on a 

donkey. Likewise, the celebrities of the Academy Awards don’t step off their donkeys onto the red carpet.   

 

But Jesus is different. Jesus is indeed God Almighty and he has all power. BUT he chose to give up the full and constant use of 

his power and glory to be our Substitute and our Savior.   

 Paul says that he humbled himself, taking on the very nature of a servant. Jesus did not consider equality with God 

something to show off, although he had every right to do so. Instead, he made himself nothing, taking on the form of a 

servant.   

 Jesus himself said that he did not come to be served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many. He came to 

serve and save us and to rescue us from the curse of sin and the clutches of the devil and an eternity in hell.  

  

Jesus rescued sinners from hell not by the show of his power and glory but by the giving up the use of his power and glory.   

 He came to fulfill the holy will of his Heavenly Father to cover up all the times when we willfully broke his commands 

and neglected his holy will for Christian living. 

 He became obedient to death, even death on a cross, to cover up all our disobedience to God that deserved death.   

 He conquered our death by his dying.   

 He defeated the worldly strong by becoming the humble weak.   

This is the most wonderful contrast we will ever experience: The almighty God gave up his power and might to be put to death 

for our sins on the cross. We thank God for such a Holy Contrast. 

 

But it isn’t only on Palm Sunday that we see a contrast between power and humility. That contrast is still in front of us today. 

Where do you find the power of Jesus today? Is it in a plush office of the white house mansion? Is it demonstrated by the show 

of secret service guards? Is the power of Jesus found on Wall Street or Main Street? Jesus’ power will never be found in any of 

these earthly settings. But you will find his power enthroned in the humble and holy Word of God. John says the Word of God 

became flesh and dwelt among us. 

 You find Jesus and his power in the lowliness of the Gospel as it comes to sinners in Word and water, bread and wine.   

 You find the power of Jesus in humble places where the Gospel is proclaimed; like family devotions at dinner time and 

Bible stories at bedtime.  

 You find Jesus in hospitals and sick rooms where humble hearts look to him for strength and healing.   

 You find Jesus in humble Christian homes, in Sunday school classrooms where his Word is taught to children. 

 You find Jesus in Bible classes and meetings where humble Christians seek to spread his message.   

  

The world looks for flashing lights and public displays of power and grandeur, but the Bible says, “God has chosen the foolish 

things of the world to shame the wise, and the weak things of the world to shame the strong.” Even though the Gospel in Word 

and Baptism and Lord’s Supper looks foolish to the world, don’t doubt its power to save. The Gospel is the power of God for 

the salvation of everyone who believes.   

 



 
2. Approval & Disapproval 

This Holy Week of contrasts also reminds us of another contrast; the contrast between approval and disapproval. On Palm Sunday 

Jesus received a hero’s welcome as he entered into Jerusalem. Crowds shouted out his name with enthusiastic approval: HOSANNA! 

BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD. They waved palm branches and spread their coats on the roadway.  

But that was Sunday. How quickly their approval changed to disapproval by Thursday. As Jesus made it clear that he did not come to 

be their earthly Messiah, their loyalties switched like the direction of the wind. Their cries of approval became jeers of disapproval. 

Their shouting of hosanna became mob-like chants of “Crucify him! Crucify him!”  How quickly they turned from praising Jesus as 

their king to condemning him as a criminal worse than a convicted murderer. Such a Holy Contrast, while hard to witness, was 

God’s perfect plan to save sinners. 

 

Are people any different today than they were in Jesus’ day? Do today’s shouts of approval quickly turn to jeers of disapproval? There 

are times in our lives when we too shout and rally behind the truth and power of God’s Word. But there are also times when our words 

and actions show a distain for God’s Word and his will for our lives.  

 On our wedding day, we rejoice in the joy of being married and receiving God’s Word of blessing on our union as husband 

and wife. But when our sinful natures tempt us to love ourselves more than God’s gift of our spouse, how easy it is for us to 

disapprove of God’s Word of admonishment as he calls us to repentance.  

 On the day when we bring our child to Holy Baptism, we rejoice in the grace given to one of Jesus’ little lambs and we gladly 

hear and approve of God’s command to teach and train this little child in the Word of the Lord. But as life goes on and as 

schedules get hectic, we find it harder and harder to honor the Lord’s Will for training our children in his Word and bringing 

them to weekly worship.  

 On the day of our own Confirmation we rejoiced in the Lord as we made our promises to make God’s Word the number one 

priority in our lives. It was a time when we had been instructed in God’s Word and were filled with joy to publicly proclaim 

our faith before God and others. But as time goes on how easy it is to see the sin of apathy toward the Word of God creep into 

our hearts. How easy it is to see ourselves drifting from daily Bible reading and devotion to the Word of God. How easy it is 

to make use of God’s house of worship and the receiving of the Lord’s Supper only when it conveniently fits into our busy 

schedules. How easy it is for the fast and busy pace of home life to get in the way of daily speaking with our children about 

God’s love for them in Christ Jesus.   

Approval today, disapproval tomorrow. How quickly it can happen to us if we are not influenced by the power of God’s Word each 

week; each day of our lives.   

3. Sin & Grace 

While there are many contrasts during Holy Week, the greatest and most striking contrast is the contrast between sin and grace. 

Throughout our midweek Lenten worship services we have the privilege of hearing the Passion History of our Lord read aloud. 

Throughout those pages of the Passion History we again witnessed sin in all of its rottenness, in all of its filth, and in all of its ugliness.  

 Judas and his sickening betrayal at the Passover meal,  

 Peter and his cowardly denial in the temple courtyard,  

 Caiaphas with his scheming and conniving actions,  

 Pilate and his poor excuse for leadership,  

 The soldiers who beat Jesus,  

 The crowds that mocked him.   

 

While it’s easy to see the ugliness of sin in the Passion History, isn’t such sin also present in our lives today? Sins of betrayal, denial, 

conniving, lack of leadership, cruelty and mockery? And the list could go on from there. We need only to look at our own sinful hearts 

and ask, “Are we any different?” It was our very thoughts, words and actions that were just as guilt as those of Holy Week; every 

thought and every action of adultery, hatred, jealousy, envy, greed, every sinful attitude that caused that bleeding, dying worm of a man 

to suffer the dreadful death of the cross. Look at what you have done. Look at what I have done. Sin, our sin, is there on that cross of 

Calvary in all its ghastly horror. 

 

But that is not all that is on that cross during this Holy Week of contrasts. There is also the greatest display of God’s love and grace 

that could ever be seen.   

 There on the cross we see the love of God that laid on his own Son the iniquity of us all.  

 There on the cross we see the love of God that made his own Son, who had no sin of his own, to be sin for us.  

 There on the cross God was reconciling the whole world to himself in Christ Jesus. 

 

Where sin increases, God’s grace increases all the more. Without the grace of God in Christ, all would be lost in hell for eternity. But 

by the grace of God, Christ has come; he has lived perfectly for us: he has suffered our punishment for sin; and he rose one week from 

Palm Sunday to guarantee life eternal. Sin and grace, God’s justice and mercy, meet at the cross during this Holy Week. Sin loses and 

grace wins. My Dear Christian friends, may we continue to grow in our faith until we experience the greatest contrast of all; the 

contrast between life in this fleeting sin-filled world and the continuing glory of life in heaven with Jesus. Amen.  

 


