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How Far Can We Reach? 

Joshua 2:8-21 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Two spies on a mission: Get the lay of the land of Canaan, especially the fortified city of Jericho. Not easy work, 

but these men took their jobs seriously. They didn’t just look at Jericho from the outside, they snuck into the city. So that 

they would not be suspected, they went to the house of a prostitute – then the situation got a little more prickly. The king’s 

men were watching for spies and they figured that the men who came to Rahab fit the description and had gone to her 

house. But surprise of surprises, instead if turning them in, she covers for them, risking her life to hide them on her roof.  

That’s where our lesson picks up today:  Joshua 2:8-21.  8 Before the spies lay down for the night, she went up on the 

roof 9 and said to them, “I know that the Lord has given you this land and that a great fear of you has fallen on us, 

so that all who live in this country are melting in fear because of you. 10 We have heard how the Lord dried up the 

water of the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the 

Amorites east of the Jordan, whom you completely destroyed.  11 When we heard of it, our hearts melted in 

fear and everyone’s courage failed because of you, for the Lord your God is God in heaven above and on the 

earth below. 12 “Now then, please swear to me by the Lord that you will show kindness to my family, because I 

have shown kindness to you. Give me a sure sign 13 that you will spare the lives of my father and mother, my 

brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them—and that you will save us from death. 14 “Our lives for your 

lives!” the men assured her. “If you don’t tell what we are doing, we will treat you kindly and faithfully when 

the Lord gives us the land.” 15 So she let them down by a rope through the window, for the house she lived in was 

part of the city wall. 16 She said to them, “Go to the hills so the pursuers will not find you. Hide yourselves there 

three days until they return, and then go on your way.” 17 Now the men had said to her, “This oath you made us 

swear will not be binding on us 18 unless, when we enter the land, you have tied this scarlet cord in the 

window through which you let us down, and unless you have brought your father and mother, your brothers and 

all your family into your house. 19 If any of them go outside your house into the street, their blood will be on their 

own heads; we will not be responsible. As for those who are in the house with you, their blood will be on our head if 

a hand is laid on them. 20 But if you tell what we are doing, we will be released from the oath you made us swear.” 
21 “Agreed,” she replied. “Let it be as you say.” So she sent them away, and they departed. And she tied the scarlet 

cord in the window. 

 This story is a story of close calls, narrow escapes, heroes, and heroines, worthy of a Hollywood movie, wouldn’t 

you agree? So why does God include it in the Bible? “Well,” someone might say, “the conquest of Canaan by the 

Israelites was necessary so that God’s promised Savior would come,” or “God had promised Abraham and Isaac that their 

children would conquer this land as part of his promise that the Savior would come from their family line.” That is indeed 

correct – but there’s something more here. There is a very personal side that transcends mere prophecy and fulfillment – a 

side that helps us understand how God sees each and every person and how he want us to see them. To help us see that 

side of the story I pose this question: “What was God teaching the spies through their encounter with Rahab?”   

 Put yourself in the position of one of those two spies. What would have been your first impression of Rahab? A 

convenient pawn – someone to help achieve your goal of spying out and taking over the city of Jericho? A pagan – 

someone ignorant of the true God, someone whom was going to be erased with the rest of the non-Jews in Canaan? Moral 

outrage at her choice of occupation - “How could she do this to herself, her parents, her children?” Worry for your own 

reputation? What if word got out that you had spent significant time at a prostitute’s house? What will my wife think, or 

my friends? We can’t know for sure, but I will go out on limb and say that I am pretty confident that the first thing that 

entered their minds when they met Rahab was not: “Here is someone that God wants to be a part of his family.” But that is 

exactly what God teaches them through this encounter.   

I imagine that once the men went away and some time had passed, they would have wondered aloud, “Why is she 

doing this? Why didn’t she turn us in?” Imagine their surprise when the spies learn through Rahab’s words and actions 

that God had already been working in Rahab’s heart: 10 We have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red 

Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the Amorites east of 

the Jordan, whom you completely destroyed.  11 When we heard of it, our hearts melted in fear and everyone’s 

courage failed because of you, for the Lord your God is God in heaven above and on the earth below. Rahab 

assumes that God will give Israel the victory over Jericho. She asks not only to be rescued, but that her family go with her.  

I have to think that this gave the spies pause, that it led them to see that God was doing something here – something every 

bit as significant as defeating the city of Jericho: God is leading Rahab, the gentile, the prostitute, the pagan to faith. And 

if they didn’t fully grasp it yet, they would by the end of the story. Not only is Rahab rescued along with her family, she 

and her family go to live with the Israelites, not only becoming part God’s spiritual family, but part of his chosen nation 

Israel. And we today have an even better grasp of what God is teaching – you see, not only does she become a believer 



and part of the Nation of Israel, she becomes one of the direct ancestors of Jesus. So what does that tell us? God brings 

into his family people we might never expect. God cares about the souls of people who aren’t exactly like us. God is not 

ashamed of them nor does he hide their pasts. And God wants us to stretch out and reach to them. He wants us to reflect 

his love and compassion for souls even when it seems impossible that they could ever be part of his family – even when it 

makes us uncomfortable.   

 Yet isn’t this a place where Satan wins a staggering amount of battles? We know – every one of us knows - that 

God wants us to reach out and share what Jesus has done. In fact we know it so well that we incorporated it into our 

congregational mission statement: “The people of Faith Lutheran exist to share the Gospel, gather the lost...” but how 

often we fall flat on our faces. Just think of the things that so easily stop us. How about appearances - the clothes people 

wear or the piercings or body jewelry or tattoos – be honest how often don’t these cause us to write a person off, to strike 

them from our “potential Christian” list? How about cultural or racial differences? Are we reluctant even to have a 

conversation or to try and nurture a friendship because we think – “That person will never listen to me, they think that 

everyone in my race has it out for them.” In that case it’s not necessarily because they don’t think that person could 

become a Christian, but because we feel that God could never use anyone like us to reach them. Sometimes is goes 

beyond appearances. Maybe it’s their actions and lifestyle – we hear the things a person says, we watch them live and it’s 

clear to us that they have little or no respect for our morals or beliefs and so we just figure, “This person isn’t going to 

listen – look at the way they live, it sickens me!” Or maybe they hold to another religion – Mormon, Muslim, Hindu – so 

we just write them off as if no Muslims or Mormons or Hindus could be reached by Christ.   

 I have to confess I wrestle with this sin as much as any of you. And yes, that’s what it is – it’s sin plain and 

simple.  It’s the sin of arrogance – somehow thinking that some people (read “people like me,”) are more likely to come 

to faith because of the way they dress or the way they act. It’s the sin of apathy:  “I can’t do this because of my race, or 

my health, or my lack of verbal skills etc.” It’s the sin of doubting God’s power and strength, “Well a Mormon or Muslim, 

they’re off the list.” As if Paul wasn’t formerly an active enemy of Christians, as if the congregations in Greece and Asia 

Minor weren’t made up of those who had converted from pagan religion. Reaching out isn’t extra credit – something we 

do over and above – it’s why God leaves us here and doesn’t take us to heaven right now. When we (and I include myself 

here) write people off or ignore God’s command to do so, God is angry.   

So what can we do about it? Repent. Take those sins along with all of our others to the cross where they are paid 

for in full. Then, our consciences set free from the guilt of our failures, let’s recommit – recommit to finding and seizing 

opportunities to stretch out and reach as far as we can trusting that God can reach every soul who doesn’t know Jesus as 

savior, whose eternal life stands in the balance. Brothers and sisters I challenge you to pray for opportunities and pray that 

God would help us see the opportunities that are often right in front of our faces. Is it the family that just moved in down 

the block? Is it the person with different colored skin that you just feel a little bit uncomfortable talking to because you 

worry you might say something offensive? Is it the Mormon in your workout class -  the Hindu family across the street 

interested in finding a school for their child? Is it the patient you’ve been caring for as a nurse, the teammate on your 

travel baseball team? Is it the foul-mouthed solitary man down the street whom everyone avoids? Right now I would like 

each of you to take just a minute to think of one opportunity – one person in life that God has positioned you to reach, and 

to pray that God would give us the courage to reach them.  

If any one of the people I just mentioned were caught up in the devastation of Hurricane Harvey and you had a 

boat, would you hesitate to attempt rescue because of their dress, their skin color, their language, or their religion? No, we 

see the need, we have the boat, and so we attempt to rescue them. We’d just do it. The dire situation of those who don’t 

know Jesus isn’t always so clearly marked on their faces is it? Their need for rescue isn’t as obvious, at least not by 

outward appearances, but what about the need? It is actually far greater even than that of a family stranded in flood waters 

isn’t it? Their souls hang in the balance. Brothers and sisters, you and I have the boat! God has given us the tools. We 

know Jesus – we know full and free forgiveness, we know freedom from the guilt of the past. So how far can we reach?  

AMEN. 


