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 In the Name of Him who is the Way, the Truth and the Life, Dear Christian Friends, 

 

We are a church with wide doors. We want to make it easy for people to get into our church to hear God’s Word. There are two big, 

wide doors at the entrance to our church that can be propped open at the same time. The entrance to our church is then wide enough for 

a family with children or a person pushing another person in a wheelchair to walk in without any problems. Once you enter the narthex, 

there are two more wide open doors that lead into the sanctuary itself. The doors are all on ground level. There are no steps to climb.  

There is no elevator to wait for. We want to make it as easy as possible for people to get into church. But Jesus tells us in our Gospel 

today that although the doors to our church are wide, the door to heaven is narrow. At first blush it might sound a bit perplexing, but 

these words are meant to bring with them a warning from Jesus. While last week Jesus’ words of warning spoke about dividing, this 

week Jesus teaches us what he meant when he said that “The Door to Heaven is Narrow.” 

1. Knowing about Jesus 

Jesus sets the stage by teaching the only way to heaven 

In the words of our text, we meet up with Jesus doing what he does best. He is doing his heavenly Father’s will by telling everyone 

what he came to earth to do. He never missed an opportunity to teach about his Father’s will for saving sinners. He told people the 

facts about heaven. He explained how there is one way to get to heaven, that is, through faith in Jesus as the only Savior from sin. Such 

saving faith only comes from hearing the message of the Gospel. As we again hear these words of Jesus for ourselves, we are 

convinced by the Holy Spirit that the only way to heaven is by knowing Jesus; truly knowing him.  

Knowing Jesus or Knowing about Jesus 

Now, there’s a difference between knowing Jesus and just knowing about Jesus. In the words of our text, Jesus is abundantly clear 

when he replied to the man who asked, “Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?” Rather than give just a “yes” or “no” answer, 

Jesus gives us a picture of who won’t enter heaven. Jesus said, “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I 

tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to. Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you will stand outside 

knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us.’ but he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from.’ Then you will say, 

‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our streets.’ But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from. Away from 

me, all you evildoers!’” The picture that comes to mind is that of a crowd of people storming the gates of heaven on Judgment Day, 

demanding to be let in just because they met Jesus, or knew who he was. They reason that since they know who Jesus was, they have a 

right to get into heaven. Yet Jesus’ words are clear. Just knowing about Jesus doesn’t save you. 

Knowing About Jesus Doesn’t Save 

Knowing about Jesus is not the same as having saving faith in Jesus. Knowing about Jesus, who he is and what he did, doesn’t save a 

person from hell because in and of itself does not equate to saving faith.  

 Judas Iscariot knew about Jesus as one of his disciples, but his soul perished in hell for all eternity.  

 Many of the Pharisees and other people who knew Jesus while he walked in this world aren’t going to be in heaven. That’s 

because they knew about Jesus, but they did not trust in Jesus as their Savior. 

Some Have Only A Passing Acquaintance with Jesus 

Many people today, like the Pharisees, have no relationship with Jesus. In a spiritual sense, Jesus is only a passing acquaintance to 

them. They may know his name, they may know a fact or two about him, but that’s it; nothing more. It’s kind of like someone who tries 

to get into an exclusive place because they know someone. Think of it this way. You’re standing outside the elevators at Lambeau 

Field that take you to the luxury box seats. If you have a relationship with the owner of the box seats, he puts your name on the list and 

you are invited into the elevator which will take you to the box seats. On the other hand, if you know about him only because your 

second cousin plays summer league softball with his nephew, chances are your name will not be on the list. If you’re not on the list, 

you won’t be invited to ride the elevator. It doesn’t matter how loud and long you plead your case, you’re not going to get in. It doesn’t 

matter how convincingly you plead your case, it doesn’t matter how well you think you might know the owner, you are not going to be 

invited into the elevator because you don’t have a personal relationship with the owner of the box seats. Knowing about the owner 

doesn’t count. Knowing the owner, having a relationship with the owner, now that counts for everything. 

Many people in the world have that kind of a passing acquaintance relationship with Jesus. They seem to think, as did the people Jesus 

describes in our text, that if a person knows about Jesus that’s good enough and they will go to heaven. Yet the Bible tells us that the 

elevator to heaven has a list of names for those who are invited to ride. All the names of those written in the book of life get to ride it to 

paradise. Just knowing there is a heaven, just knowing there is a person called Jesus, will not get a person’s name written in the book of 

life. No, a person’s name is written in the book of life only because Jesus has a personal relationship with them through faith in their 

heart. Again, simply knowing about Jesus doesn’t save a person’s soul from hell. There will be a lot of people headed to hell who knew 

about Jesus. They’ll know all the facts about Jesus, but they don’t have a saving faith. 

 

 



Our Relationship with Jesus? 

So how would Jesus describe our relationship with him?  

 Is our relationship with Jesus a church holiday relationship? Do we find ourselves only worshipping in church on 

Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Easter?  

 Is our relationship with Jesus a relationship of convenience? “I’ll go to church to hear the words of Jesus only when it’s 

convenient for me and fits into my schedule.”  

 Is it a relationship of my youth? “I was baptized and confirmed when I was a young person and that’s good enough for life. 

Why should I do anything more?”   

 Is our relationship with Jesus only a crisis-driven relationship? “As long as things in my life are going along smoothly I really 

don’t feel the need for spending time with Jesus and his Word. But it sure is nice to know that when life turns bad he’s there 

to help.”   

 Is our relationship with Jesus a relationship based on association? Does my relationship with Jesus hinge on the fact that, 

“Well, my spouse or my parents or my friends go to church regularly and I’m pretty close with them so some of their religion 

must rub off on me and help when I need it.”   

 Is our relationship with Jesus a relationship of obligation? “I only come to church because my parents or my spouse make me 

feel guilty when I don’t go.”  

 Is our relationship with Jesus one of apathy or procrastination? “I know where my church is, I know it will be there when I 

need it, but right now I’m not ready and I don’t feel the need for it.” 

How would Jesus describe our relationship with him? 

Whether we want to admit it or not, our sinful nature gravitates toward these wrong relationships with Jesus. These words don’t just 

speak about the other person, the person not here with us today. No, they speak about my sinful nature and yes, they speak about yours.  

Jesus speaks these words of warning to us about the narrow door that leads to heaven because he doesn’t want us to listen to our sinful 

natures. Jesus says, “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door.” The narrow door to heaven is Jesus and a faith-filled 

relationship with him as our only Savior from sin and hell. That kind of relationship comes from knowing Jesus, not just knowing 

about Jesus. 

2. Knowing Jesus 

On the surface it may seem like a small distinction - knowing about Jesus verses knowing Jesus - but there’s a huge difference between 

the two.  

 Knowing Jesus is not only the narrow door to heaven,  

 knowing Jesus is the only door to heaven.  

So the question God wants us to ask of ourselves is this, “Do I just know about Jesus or do I know Jesus?”  If we let our earthly life be 

just knowing about Jesus, instead of knowing Jesus, we will have missed the point of his words when he said of himself, “I am the way 

and the truth and the life. No one come to the Father except through me.” (Jn 14:6)  

 Knowing Jesus means believing and trusting in what he did to remove sin, guilt, and condemnation. Knowing Jesus means 

that we believe and trust that he did all that for you and me, not just someone else. 

 Knowing Jesus means trusting that his blood purifies us from every sin. It means believing that we cannot earn our way into 

heaven or pay for a single sin. Knowing Jesus means that we believe that even our righteous acts are in and of themselves 

nothing more than filthy rags in his sight.  

 Knowing Jesus means that we trust him to lead our earthly life in the direction that is in our best spiritual interest according to 

his perfect will.  

 Knowing Jesus means that we are content with the blessings he has provided us for our earthly life.  

 Knowing Jesus means that we have a desire to use our time, talents and treasurers to bring him glory and honor and not just to 

make a name for ourselves here in this sinful world.  

 Knowing Jesus means that when I am on my death bed, the greatest comfort I will have will be the eternally sweet words of 

my Good Shepherd Jesus, “And I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”  

My dear Christian friends, while the doors of our church are open wide every week, the door to heaven is narrow. Jesus is the narrow 

door and he knew it. When Jesus came into this world, he came to fulfill his heavenly Father’s plan of saving sinners. His life was 

perfect. Jesus didn’t come to have a passing, infrequent, or indifferent relationship with us. Yet he was killed and suffered hell because 

that’s how we sometimes like to treat him. No, Jesus came to earth to live for us, to personally know us, to love us, and ultimately to 

give his life for us. Jesus came to be our narrow door to heaven. This makes Jesus the only door to heaven. May God’s Spirit ever give 

us a true and lasting understanding of Jesus as the only narrow door to our eternal life in heaven. Amen. 


