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In the Name of Jesus, who sacrificed himself for sinners and paid the high price for our salvation, Dear Christian Friends, 

Cost of Living – Earthly Lives 

It is a statistical fact that the cost of living is becoming higher and higher. We see evidence of this fact day after day as we shop for the 

best prices on food, fuel, clothing, and other household needs. What is the price tag on a moderate, yet comfortable, home these days? 

How much does it take to keep our vehicle running? Another indicator of the rising costs of living is the price tag associated with 

education. How many years after our children graduate will they or we be paying off tuition loans? We are faced with the fact that the 

dollar simply won’t buy us as much as it did for our parents or grandparents. Indeed the cost of living is great!  

Cost of Living – Spiritual Lives 

In the words of our text today, Jesus also tells us that the cost of living is great. The price, however, that Jesus is speaking of does not 

deal with dollars and cents, but with devotion and dedication. Devotion and dedication to the truth of God’s Word constitute the 

cost of Christianity. For this reason, Jesus speaks to us today through his Word as he teaches us to COUNT THE COST OF 

CHRISTIANITY. Jesus’ words impress upon us three truths: 1) The cost is tremendously high. 2) Our resources cannot pay the high 

price, 3) Jesus has already paid the price. 

1. The Cost Is Indeed Tremendous. 

Many followed for the wrong reasons 
Throughout Jesus’ earthly ministry, many people followed him for different reasons. While some followed him to listen to his 

teachings, many more followed because they wanted to witness him perform some miracles—healing the sick, giving sight to the blind, 

raise the dead to life. Instead of wanting to learn more about God’s kingdom, they wanted to be a part of an earthly kingdom with Jesus 

as their bread king. Because many followers had this wrong type of attitude toward him, Jesus chose to speak about the spiritual truths 

of God’s kingdom instead of letting the people continue to misunderstand him as a bread king who could make their earthly lives 

better. Many of those spiritual truths were hard and difficult for people to accept and believe. In the verses just preceding our text, you 

may recall Jesus’ words of warning that we have focused in on over the last few weeks. Jesus said, “Do you think I came to bring 

peace on earth? No, I tell you, but division” (12:51). Or again when he said, “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, 

because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to” (13:24). These are hard sayings from the lips of Jesus.  

The High Price of Following Jesus 

In the words of our text today, we have another one of those hard sayings of Jesus. When it comes to spiritual truths about the kingdom 

of God, it is hard, yes, even impossible, for humans reason to grasp them. Because the members of the crowd had such a worldly 

attitude about Jesus, he felt it was necessary to address them on the meaning and importance of true spiritual discipleship. He wanted 

them to realize that there is more to being a follower of Jesus than just walking in his footprints in the sand and basking in the wake of 

his miraculous powers. He wanted them to realize the personal sacrifices that are required of a true and faithful follower. He wanted 

them to realize that devotion and dedication to God’s Word is what following Jesus is all about. Jesus said to the crowds: “If anyone 

comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters-—yes, even his own life—he 

cannot be my disciple. And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.” 

High Price – Hate… 

Jesus makes two bold and heart-piercing statements. These are hard words of Jesus for our human reason to understand. First he tells 

us that to be a disciple of Jesus, one must hate his spouse, hate his family, and children. On the surface, this demand would seem to 

contradict other portions of Scripture. It would seem to be in opposition to the fourth commandment where Jesus teaches us to love and 

obey our parents and in the sixth commandment where Jesus teaches husbands and wives to love each other. On the surface, these 

words of Jesus would seem to encourage and promote an unloving attitude toward others. But yet there is no contradiction, no 

encouragement to break any of the commandments, and Jesus isn’t promoting on an unloving attitude.  

Jesus Explains Hate 

When Jesus uses the word “hate,” it is not a malicious, evil-minded, sinister hate. It is a hate that renounces natural affection, even 

human relationships, for the sake of Christ. With these words, Jesus is asking us to hate whatever contradicts discipleship or prevents 

us from being faithful followers whatever ever it is—even our own family. A son may love his mother as a mother, yet at the very same 

time hate his mother if she stands in his way of being a devoted and dedicated disciple of Jesus. If a child is living outside the will of 

God, a parent will still love that child, but a parent will show that love by hating the sin, pointing it out, and calling that child to 

repentance and greater faith. Sometimes this hard work means that our emotional relationship with a child or another family member 

may be strained or even broken. But that’s the high cost of being a follower of Jesus. Jesus asks us if we are willing to pay the high 

price of discipleship. 

Jesus Demonstrated Hate 

Obeying this command of Jesus is very hard and very painful for us emotionally-tied human beings to do. But Jesus isn’t asking us to 

do anything that he didn’t already do in his earthly life. Jesus himself as true man had to do the same thing with a very dear friend, 

Peter. You may recall that near the end of Jesus’ life, he began to tell the disciples that he must suffer many things at the hands of the 

elders, chief priest, and teachers of the law; he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life. Peter said to Jesus, “Never Lord. 



This shall never happen to you!” Jesus turned to his dear friend and said to him, “Out of my sight Satan. You are a stumbling block to 

me; you don’t have in mind the things of God but the things of men.”(Mt. 16:23) Jesus, as true man, at that point broke his emotional 

tie with Peter for the sake of the will of his Father in heaven. Jesus asks us to do the same. Yes, this is hard and difficult. Yes, this is 

painful and may cause hard feelings, but realize that this is one of the tremendously high costs of Christianity. This is the very thing 

that Jesus wants us to be aware of as we count the cost of being a disciple of Jesus.  

High Price – Carry the Cross 

Jesus’ words continue to teach the cost of Christianity when he makes his second bold and heart-piercing statement. Jesus said, “And 

anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.” Here when Jesus uses the phrase “carry his cross,” he is not 

referring to the troubles, afflictions, and frustrations that come from living day to day in a sin-filled world. Instead, Jesus is specifically 

referring to persecution, ridicule, mockery, and even physical harm that is a direct result of our faith in Jesus Christ as our Savior. For 

instance, as a believer we may experience ridicule from our strained relationships with peers, co-workers, neighbors, or family 

members because of our commitment to God’s Word and the truth it teaches in regard to marriage or the sanctity of human life, just to 

name a few. Or maybe we lose our job or suffer some other financial loss because of our devotion, dedication, and commitment to 

Christian principles taught by God’s Word. This again is a hard saying of Jesus and it brings to light the high cost of being a follower 

of Jesus. Jesus is asking us if we are willing to pay the high price and make the sacrifice. 

2.  Our Resources Cannot Pay the Price 

Jesus Leads Us to See Our Spiritual Weakness 
As we count the cost of Christianity, we soon realize that we cannot meet the tremendously high cost of Christianity by ourselves. 

Every day our faith is bombarded with attacks to become weary, tired, and worn out as we spiritually struggle with the high price of 

following Jesus. In our weakness, we might think, “If I just give it my best effort, God will be satisfied.” Yet Jesus says, “Be perfect as 

your father in heaven is perfect.” Like you, I’ll have to admit that sometimes our Christian faith just wants to and does give in. We 

give in to popular opinion. We sometimes take the path of least resistance because we are just tired of making waves at work or in the 

family by standing up for the truth of God’s Word. Our sin-wearied spiritual resources simply cannot meet the high price of always, at 

every turn, following God’s Word. This is the realization that Jesus wanted the crowd of followers to see. He wanted them to realize 

that there was no way they could walk in his footsteps and follow his path by themselves. In order to illustrate this truth to them, Jesus 

used two parables—one about building a tower, and the other about a king going off to battle.  

Jesus Teaches Through Parables – Building Project and Going Off to War 

In the first parable, Jesus tells us that if an individual was going to undertake a building project, he would first do his homework. That 

is, he would estimate the cost of the project and see it he has enough resources to complete it. In the second parable, Jesus describes a 

king contemplating the cost of going to battle. Jesus says that a king facing a battle will first consider whether he is able with his 

resources of 10,000 men to defeat the enemy of 20,000 men.  

Evaluate the Cost and Examine the Resources 

In considering parables, we must look for the one central truth of the parable. In each of these parables, the central truth is evaluate and 

examine. Evaluate the cost and examine your resources. The builder must evaluate the cost of his building project and then examine his 

resources. Likewise, the king must evaluate what he will need for the battle and then examine the resources of his army. So also with 

these parables, Jesus is asking us to evaluate and examine. Evaluate the cost of Christianity and examine our own resources with which 

to pay that price. In evaluating the cost of Christianity, the Bible tells us that being a true follower of Jesus means more than joining a 

church. Christianity is more than having one’s name on a membership list or one’s picture in the church directory. Christianity is more 

than just using the church when one of our family members are born, married, or buried. No, Christianity is a commitment to God’s 

Word—a way of life that is totally devoted and dedicated to serving God. A half-hearted or compromising attitude in our heart and life 

of devotion to the truth of God’s Word will fail to glorify our gracious God. 

3. Jesus Has Already Paid the Price 
While we are at times half-hearted or weary or tired of following Jesus, he never viewed the work of winning our salvation that way. 

He never grew tired of preaching to and teaching stubborn sinners like you and me. He never grew weary of telling his disciples, “I 

must go to Jerusalem and suffer at the hands of my enemies and be put to death.” He never gave up when the temptation of the devil 

in the wilderness and in the Garden of Gethsemane were great. When the spiritual pain of being forsaken by his heavenly Father 

pierced his soul more that any sword could his body, he never took the path of least resistance. No! Instead, he endured every ounce of 

punishment we deserved from a righteous and holy God and in the end cried out, “It is finished.” This is love, not that we loved God 

but that he loved us and sent his Son as the atoning sacrifice for sins. Jesus’ love for sinners is the power behind our commitment to 

loving his Word above everything and everyone else. We love because he first loved us.  

My dear Christian friends, the cost of being a Christian is indeed tremendous, but we have been given a tremendous gift—Jesus Christ 

our Savior. May it be our prayer that we daily value this gift as we live our lives totally devoted and dedicated to serving our gracious 

God. May we value this gift as we Count the Cost of Christianity, realizing that our own resources will never be enough, but firmly 

believing in Jesus, as our only source of strength, comfort, and forgiveness, has paid the high price on our behalf. To God alone be the 

glory. Amen. 


