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In the Name of Christ Jesus, Dear Christian Friends, 

 

Imagine, if you will, a long and very narrow road, with deep ditches on each side. Imagine this long and narrow road being your life of 

faith as a baptized child of God. Imagine that the deep ditches on each side are pits of spiritual destruction. Should you slip into either 

one, it could mean spiritual death. The safest place for your faith and spiritual life as a child of God would be to stay in the middle of 

the road, the very narrow middle of the road, away for the dangerous ditches on either side.    

 

Now imagine that this very narrow road is a picture of your spiritual attitude toward wealth and earthly possessions.  

 The dangerous ditch on one side of the road represents an attitude of greed and an insatiable desire for more wealth. This 

deep ditch may lead a person to an attitude of dissatisfaction, grumbling, and complaining about all the “stuff” others have 

and you want.  

 The dangerous ditch on the other side of the road represents an attitude of ungrateful contempt for the earthly blessings that 

come to others from a gracious God; an attitude that would lead a person to view others with earthly blessings as less pleasing 

people of God. This deep ditch may even tempt some to believe that if they profess a vow of poverty or something like that, 

they are “better people” and more worthy of God’s grace. 

So how do we spiritually walk that very narrow middle road so as not to let greed or contempt for earthly blessings destroy our 

baptismal faith? Today the Apostle Paul shares God’s Word with us and tells us what God says about having a healthy spiritual attitude 

of contentment toward wealth and earthly possessions. On the basis of God’s Word, our sermon theme is In Christ We are Content. 1) 

God teaches us to be content with the gifts we have, and 2) to be content with the way he teaches us to use our gifts. 

 

1. We are content with the gifts we have (the “what” we have). 

Contentment – A Gift from God 

In the words of our text, Paul writes, “But godliness with contentment is great gain.” Contentment is an attitude of the heart. It cannot 

be forced, coerced, or demanded by a set of laws. Contentment is a gift from God’s grace. God’s grace is his undeserved love for 

sinners. God’s love is a love that loved us when we were not loveable. It’s a love that loves us in spite of our greedy and dissatisfied 

hearts. It’s a love carried out in the sinless and perfect life of God’s own Son, Jesus Christ. Jesus’ life was a life of perfect contentment 

when it came to winning our salvation. From eternity, Jesus was content with his heavenly Father’s plan to save dissatisfied, 

grumbling, and contemptible sinners. Jesus was content to leave the glory of heaven and come to earth and live among, preach to, and 

teach sinners who did not appreciate the earthly blessings given to them by his Father in heaven. Jesus was content to shed his own 

precious blood as the only acceptable payment for sin for those who wrongly thought that they could use their own silver and gold to 

pay for their sins. Unless the truth about Jesus’ perfect life of contentment fills our life and faith, we can never have a heart and attitude 

of godly contentment. 

Contentment Views Money as a Blessing 

So how does God want us to embrace that attitude of contentment when it comes to the earthly blessings he has chosen to give us? One 

of the first truths God teaches us about our earthly blessings is that he does not label money as something evil. In fact, the opposite is 

true. God gives us our money and God would not give us an evil gift. No, it’s not money that is evil, but it is our sinful attitude toward 

money that is evil in God’s sight. Listen again to the words of Paul to Timothy, “People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a 

trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of 

evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.” This section of scripture 

often gets misquoted by people. It gets taken out of context to read “Money is the root of all evil.” Notice, it is the love of money, not 

money in and of itself, that is a root of all kinds of evil. Both the rich and the poor are tempted to rob themselves of Godly contentment 

by misusing God’s gift of earthly blessings. Both rich and poor are tempted to love the gift more than the giver. It is not the rich or the 

poor who fall into temptation. Unless we view earthly possessions as a gift from a gracious God, we will never have a heart of 

contentment.  

All Blessings Come From God 

While our earthly blessings are not in and of themselves evil, their quantity, their frequency, and their monetary value, when compared 

to the blessings given to others, can become a challenge for our life of contentment and greater faith. So how do we stay as far as 

possible away from the dangerous ditch of greed and keep in check our heart of faith? The answer is by listening to God teach us about 

where our earthly blessings come from. God teaches us that all of our earthly blessings are not ours at all. They all belong to God; our 

homes, our cars, our clothes, everything belongs to God; God only lends them to us to use for his glory. What we have is on loan from 

God. The Psalmist writes, “The earth is the LORD’s and everything in it.” (24:1) Paul writes to Timothy in our text: “For we brought 

nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it.” How opposite is this spiritual attitude from the unspiritual attitude of the 

world in which we live. We live in a world that is run by money, where people tailor their lives according to the way their earthly 

wealth is accumulating by investments or their careers. True spiritual contentment, however, comes from understanding where money 

and other earthly possessions come from. They come from God. He determines how much we have. He determines our family 

situations and blesses us with every good and perfect gift (James 1:7). When God’s Holy Spirit convinces our heart of faith to believe 

that everything belongs to God, then by God’s grace our spiritual faith walk will go down the middle of the narrow road, avoiding the 

deep ditches of spiritual destruction.  

 



God’s Word Does Not Limit Our Earthly Blessings 

Paul even takes this point of our contentment one step further with these words: “But if we have food and clothing, we will be content 

with that.” Again, this portion of scripture is often wrongly used to teach that having more than just food and clothing is somehow 

sinful (It is not sinful to have…). Some would wrongly use this portion of scripture to promote the notion that a ‘vow of poverty’ 

makes one more acceptable in God’s sight than those who have greater amounts of earthly blessings. Such an ungrateful contempt for 

the bountiful blessings that come from our gracious God puts our faith walk dangerously close to other deep ditch of spiritual danger. 

Paul’s words do not intend to limit the bountiful potential of God’s blessings. But they do teach the heart to be content with even the 

simplest of earthly blessings from God. 

 

Contentment is a Gift of God 

Contentment comes from God as a gift. The Apostle Paul speaks of God’s gift of contentment this way, “I have learned to be content 

whatever the circumstances. I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being 

content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want.” (Philippians 411-12) For the 

Christian, the circumstances don’t really matter. The circumstances can be as miserable or as good as you could ever imagine. The 

circumstances could be in times of plenty or in times of want, and yet, the believer in Christ can have an attitude of calmness, security, 

and contentment. That is truly a blessing from God. In Christ, we are content! Paul, in another of his writings, describes the 

difficulties he went through as a preacher of Christ. He was whipped five times for preaching the gospel, beaten with rods three times, 

shipwrecked three times, even stoned and left for dead once. How could someone like that say, “I have learned to be content whatever 

the circumstances?” What was the secret he had learned? Paul explains the secret to contentment at the end of that Philippians’ 

passage, “I can do everything through Christ, who gives me strength.” (Philippians 4:13) 

 

It’s a daily spiritual struggle to keep our attitude on the narrow middle road when it comes to wealth and earthly possessions. It’s a 

battle. That’s why Paul says: “Fight the good fight of the faith.” It’s a fight, but it’s a good fight. It’s a fight that’s worth all the hard 

work it takes. When God’s Word continues to fill our hearts with his promise of faithful love and forgiveness in Christ, then God’s 

Spirit allows us to possess a heart of contentment toward the quantity, the frequency, and the monetary value of the earthly possessions 

given by God.  

 

2. We are content with the way God wants (teaches) us to use the gifts we have (the “how” we use them). 

Walking the narrow middle road of spiritual contentment toward our earthly blessings continues in our life of faith when we understand 

how God wants us to use the earthly blessings he has so graciously given us.  

 

The Greater Gift 

God teaches us to use our gifts as a response to his greater Gift. There’s a passage in the Bible that says, “We love, because he first 

loved us.” (I John 4:19) The way that God teaches us to use our gifts is in response to the gift he first gave us. What is that greater gift? 

It’s Jesus and his eternal kingdom of heaven. God did not limit himself to just talk about the kingdom of heaven – he sent his own Son 

to pay the price that was necessary to remove every sin so that we could spend eternity in his heavenly kingdom. For God so loved the 

world that he gave his one only Son.  

Our Response 

It is this greater Gift from God that moves the heart of a believer to do as Paul writes: “Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 

endurance and gentleness… be generous and willing to share” in regard to the use of our earthy blessings. Our pursuit of these spiritual 

attitudes reveals itself in how we use our God-given gifts. Our gifts to the Lord are a reflection of our appreciation, our thanks, our joy, 

and our love for him who first loved us. The proportional amount that we give to the Lord is a reflection of how much we want to say 

“Thank you.” Our contentment toward wealth and earthly possessions reveal itself as we use our gifts with a joyful heart. The Bible 

says, “God loves a cheerful giver.” God encourages us to give joyfully! It’s not a bill from God paying for our place in heaven. Heaven 

isn’t earned on the installment plan. No, our gifts to the Lord come from a heart overflowing with joy. Rejoice that we have gifts to 

give back to the Lord. Rejoice that we have an opportunity to show God that his spiritual blessings are more important to us than his 

physical possessions. We give joyfully because God teaches us to use our gifts this way. 

Solomon’s Prayer 

When it comes to walking down that narrow middle road of faith in regard to our wealth and earthly blessings, it is good to pray for 

God’s help. Solomon’s wise prayer is a good prayer to remember, “Two things I ask of you, O Lord; do not refuse me before I die: 

Keep falsehood and lies far from me; give me neither poverty nor riches, but give me only my daily bread. Otherwise, I may have too 

much and disown you and say, ‘Who is the Lord?’ Or I may become poor and steal, and so dishonor the name of my God.” (Proverbs 

30:7-9)  

 

What a prayer! It asks neither for poverty nor great riches; only the grace and spiritual maturity to walk down the narrow middle road 

of faithful contentment with the earthly blessings God has given us to use for his glory. Amen.  

 


