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This is the third in a series of four special services highlighting the Abound! Living & Giving in Grace stewardship program. Each of 

our services has been following a Bible study/sermon format. Today’s service will follow the same format. As we begin I would like to 

share a ministry experience with you about the changing power of God’s Word. 

 

A number of years ago, I had a man in my Bible Information Class who could not get enough of God's Word. But it wasn’t always that 

way.  When I met him, I’m sure he was not a Christian. He might have said he was, but he couldn't correctly answer a very important 

question. I asked him, "If you died today, and you stood before God, and he asked, ‘Why should l let you into heaven?’ what would 

you say?" When I asked him that question, he said, "Well, I don't think I'm there yet, but I try hard every day to get there." I shared the 

Gospel with him. I told him how Jesus died to take away his sins and give him heaven as a free gift. He came to our Bible Information 

Class week after week, and with each lesson, it was obvious that his faith was growing.  

 

One of the last lessons I taught was on Christian giving. When we got all through the lesson, he asked me a question. "Pastor," he said, 

"I am so thankful for what Jesus has done for me. I want to make sure I thank him properly.” He went to say that he realized that one 

way of showing thanks to Jesus is with our offerings. And so he continued, “How much should I put into the offering envelope each 

week?" I could have told him a specific dollar amount, and he would have gladly written out a check for that much each week. I could 

have told him 10% of his income, and he would have done that as well. Instead, I went through the whole lesson again in a nutshell. I 

explained that God commanded 10% in the Old Testament, but that in the New Testament, he doesn't say how much; not even a 

percentage. Instead, God wants us to give freely and generously and from the heart. I am convinced that the Lord didn't give us, as 

New Testament believers, a specific command concerning the amount or the percentage because he wants every gift we give to come 

from our “want-to heart,” and not from our “have-to heart.”  

 

This is what I explained to this new Christian. But he wasn't satisfied. “Pastor,” he said, "You don't understand. I was a heathen a few 

months ago. Jesus wasn’t important to me and Christian giving wasn't important either. Now both are important. But I don't know if I 

trust my judgment. I do trust yours. Tell me how much to give and I will be glad to give it. I just want to know." He said it quite 

forcefully and I think he may have even getting a little upset with me because I wouldn’t tell him an amount. That’s when he asked,  

"Why can't you just give me a simple answer?"  I replied by saying, "Because then you will give what l tell you and God will receive 

your money. But if you wrestle with this in your heart and pray about it and count your blessings and then make a decision, God gets 

more than your money. God gets your heart of faith, too!" 

 

Whether we are new Christians or mature Christians, we all have to learn how to give. The biggest struggle with teaching a lesson on 

Christian giving is not to over-teach the “how much to give,” but to teach clearly the “why we give.” Motive is everything. A huge gift 

without the right motivation doesn't put a smile on God's face. In fact, gifts given for the wrong reasons only offend God. On the other 

hand, all gifts given out of love for Jesus gives God’s Name all the glory. The Apostle John put it best when he wrote, “We love 

because he first loved us.”  That’s what Grace is all about – God loving us without any merit or worthiness on our part. As we continue 

our sermon series, Abound in the Grace of Giving, God wants us to hear again how his grace gives my earthly giving a spiritual 

purpose. 1) It changes my heart 2) It directs my hands. Or to say it another way, “We give because he first gave to us.” 

 

1. God’s Grace changes my heart 

1. God’s Grace makes us right with God- 

2 Corinthians 5:21 “God made him who had no sin to be sin
 
for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” 

Romans 3:22 “This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.”  

2. God’s grace is freely given- 

Romans 3:23-24 “There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, 
 
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

 
and all are 

justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.”  

3. God’s grace changes our heart from death to life- 

Ephesians 2:4,5 “But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead 

in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.” 

Colossians 2:13 “When you were dead in your sins God made you
 
alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins.” 

4. God’s grace changed the heart of Zacchaeus- 

Zaachaeus Luke 19:1-9 

 Wealthy Tax Collector 

 Wanted to see Jesus – Why? Curiosity-Miracles, Reputation, Financial Advantage 

 Jesus – “I must stay at your house” Zacchaeus welcomed Jesus gladly – Why? No doubt worldly reasons 

In response to the disgust of the town’s people, Zacchaeus gave beautiful confession of saving faith in Jesus as was 

demonstrated by his actions and Jesus’ Words “Today salvation has come to this house…for the son of man came to seek and 

save the lost.” 



God’s Grace Changes Hearts. It changed the heart of Zacchaeus. It changed the heart of the man in my Bible Information Class. And it 

changes our hearts daily. Daily God’s grace touches my life, gives me the promise of eternal life and directs my life to live to his glory. 

God’s grace has the power to change my calloused and cold heart to a heart of life and faith – a faith that desires to give God glory in 

every aspect of Christian living –family life, career life, life in my neighborhood and my faith life in my Christian congregation. Such a 

grace-touched heart of faith will use our earthly lives in way that are filled with spiritual purpose. That includes our Christian giving. 

Such was the case with Zacchaeus. Such was the case with the man in my Bible Information Class. God’s grace gave purpose to their 

earthly giving. What was that purpose? To glorify God for his grace! God’s grace gives purpose to our earthly giving too. What is that 

purpose? To glorify God for his grace. Just as God’s grace has the power to change my heart, so also, it has the power to direct my 

hand in Christian giving. 

2. God’s Grace directs my hand 

God in his Word gives us very clear instruction about our Christian giving. But unlike what the man in my Bible Information Class 

wanted, God’s direction is much more than dollars and cents. God’s direction for my Christian giving intends to capture not just dollars 

and cents but my heart and life of faith as well. So what direction does God give to my hand that intends to capture my heart as well in 

regard to my Christian giving? Throughout the Scriptures there are several words of encouragement for Christian giving that are 

intended to capture the heart of a believer.  

1. Joyful giving comes from a changed heart 

2 Corinthians 9:7 “God loves a cheerful giver” 

This is giving from a heart transformed by the Gospel that, far from being compelled by others, gladly gives in response to the 

forgiveness and mercy of God it has received. Joyful giving is not from a reluctant heart, but from a changed heart of faith. 

2. God directs our giving to be generous- 

2 Corinthians 9:6 “Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously”    

1 Timothy 6:18 “Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share” (1 Tm 6:18). 

God has generously blessed us—with all of the First Article blessings Luther talks about, and especially with the Second Article 

blessings of redemption and sonship in his family.  It is only natural then that we will be generous in thank offerings to him. Paul writes 

to Timothy, “Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share” (1 Tm 6:18).  By “them” 

Paul means the rich.  And remember, we are the “rich” Paul is talking about, we who have enough and more than enough for our every 

bodily need.  As God generously shared his Son with the world, so we generously share our wealth that the world might know his Son. 

3. Giving comes from a heart of faith that trusts God to provide-  

2 Corinthians 9:8-11 “And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will 

abound in every good work. Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of 

seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness.
 
You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every 

occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.” 

The temptation is to doubt whether I will have enough for me if I give as God has directed me to give. That’s what an old heart that is 

controlled by sin would believe but a new heart trusts God to provide all that is needed for body and soul. 

4. God directs my giving to be planned and proportional –  

2 Corinthians 9:7 “Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give.” 

1 Corinthians 16:2  “On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with your income.” 

Proportionate giving might also be called percentage giving.  100% of what we have comes from God.  Proportionate giving returns a 

percentage of income to the Lord for his work. A more literal translation of the phrase “what he has decided in his heart to give” would 

be “what he has decided beforehand in his heart to give.”  Planned giving is the opposite of unplanned, spur-of-the-moment giving.  

One of the major blessings of an annual stewardship “program” (or “emphasis”) is that it encourages each Christian to carefully plan 

his or her giving for the coming year. Note that Paul says, “Each man should give what he has decided,” not what someone else has 

decided for him.  He adds, “What he has decided in his heart.”   Paul in 2 Corinthians 8, “according to what one has, not according to 

what he does not have” (v. 12).  Give from what you have.  That’s proportionate, percentage giving. When planning your giving, think 

percentage before you think dollars. 

5. God directs my giving to be my best so that God is glorified –  

Proverbs 3:9  “Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops.” 

The term “first fruits” is taken from agriculture - something familiar to the agrarian society in Old and New Testament times.  Old 

Testament believers were encouraged to bring their first fruits to the Lord. Today “first fruits” would be the first portion of your 

paycheck—before anything is spent for anything else.  It is a way of telling God, “You are #1 in my life.” 

6. God directs my giving to put God first in my life- 

Matthew 6:33 “But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”  

New Testament believers likewise are encouraged to put God’s kingdom and kingdom needs above everything else.   

 

God’s grace gives my earthly giving a spiritual purpose. The spiritual purpose of our giving at this point in time at Faith Lutheran 

Church and School is to share Jesus with the children of our congregation and our community and their families; 242 children in our 

school and, God willing, continuing to grow. As you prayerfully contemplate your earthly giving, know that God wants so much more 

than what you carry in your wallet. What God wants is your heart of faith and love. WE LOVE BECAUSE HE FIRST LOVED US. 

Amen.  

 


