
Summer Letter  July 2019 

 
Dear families of Faith Lutheran School, 
 
The theme for this school year is Philippians 4:4, “Rejoice          
in the Lord always!” The apostle Paul wrote these words          
after being unjustly thrown into prison for teaching God’s         
Word. It is easy to be joyful when things go well, but when             
things go south we tend to withdraw, blame, or become          
angry. The apostle Paul didn’t do that. He reminds us that           
we can be positive in all situations because we are God’s           
dearly loved children. We are wrapped in His grace and          
forgiveness 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Our hope is not             
in things of this world, but in things above. In Him we have             
certainty during uncertainty and comfort during the       
uncomfortable. This school year will be exciting and        
potentially challenging at times. No matter the occasion, let         
us and our children be reminded that in God we can rejoice            
always!  
 
In His Service, 
Mr. Herkstroeter, M.Ed. 
Principal  
   
Home Visits 

Thank you for those who were able to respond to the home            
visit survey that was sent out at the beginning of summer. A            
total of 115 responses were collected. 37.8% of respondents         
indicated that they would like a home visit only by teachers           
who have not taught one of their children. 25.2% indicated          
that they would like a home visit for every child, regardless           
if a child has already been in their classroom. 21.6% said           
that home visits are not necessary. The remaining 15% had          
has a variety of other thoughts. As a result of the survey,            
here is how we will proceed with home visits: 

● Visits will be offered to all families. If you have          
already had a specific teacher a previous year, feel         
free to opt out.  

● Visits can take place in your home or at school. 
Your child’s teacher will be contacting you in the coming          
days to schedule a visit prior to Back to School Night on            
August 13. The purpose of these visits is to get to know each             
other and share important classroom information.  
 
PK Orientation Night- August 12 

All PK parents should attend our Preschool Orientation 
Night on August 13at 6:00pm. Get acquainted with our staff 
and receive important information on all aspects of our 
program.  
 

K-8 Back to School Night- August 13 

All K-8 parents should attend Back to School Night on          
August 14. This evening is structured for parents. Childcare         
will not be available. Here is the schedule: 

● 5:30-6:00pm- All new K-8 parent orientation in       
church sanctuary 

● 6:00-7:00pm- All K-8 parent informational meeting      
in church sanctuary. Topics: school safety,      
communication, curriculum, parent involvement. 

● 7:00-8:00pm- 20 minute informational stations:     
Gradelink, Bookstore, Extended Care, Athletics,     
Hot Lunch/Recess Milk, Classrooms..  

 

Enrollment for 2019-20 

God continues to bless Faith with terrific parents and a          
strong student enrollment. As of this writing, we currently         
have 260 students enrolled for the upcoming school year.         
The break down in enrollment is as follows: PK- 33, K-26,           
1st grade- 23, 2nd grade- 36, 3rd grade- 22, 4th grade- 28, 5th             
grade- 22, 6th grade- 24, 7th grade- 16, 8th grade- 31 
 

We Welcome New Faculty Staff!  

God has blessed us with new faculty and staff that are eager            
to serve our Lord, school, and your family. Mr. Brian Haack           
has accepted a one year call to teach seventh grade. Mrs.           
Melissa Gudex has accepted a call to serve as a looping           
teacher with our incoming second grade class. Mrs. Lisa         
Haag will serve as fourth grade teacher assistant. Mrs. Danni          
Dins and Mrs. Carla Jahnke will serve as first grade          
assistants. Mrs. Angie Kramer, Mrs. Caitlin Sugars, and        
Miss Lizzy Westra will serve as PK assistants. Please         
introduce yourself and welcome them to our Faith family.  
 
Opening School Service- August 19 

Since 1962, Faith has been providing a Christ-centered        
education for the youth of its congregation and community.         
The tradition will continue this year as we begin another          
school year in our Lord’s name on Sunday, August 18 at           
9:30am. Please join us! Classrooms will be open by 9:00am          
for students and parents to drop off school supplies. This          
makes the first day of school much easier!  
 

First Day of School– August 20 

The school year will officially begin at 8:00am on Tuesday,          
August 20 for all students in grades PK-8th. First Day Chapel           
will begin promptly at 8:15am in the church sanctuary. All          
parents and grandparents are invited to attend. Parents are         
also invited to walk children to classrooms and enjoy coffee,          
refreshments and fellowship in the church narthex before        
First Day Chapel. Don’t forget your cameras so you can          
capture first day of school memories!  
 
Church Attendance 

Regular church attendance is a command that our God gives          
to us in His Third Commandment: Remember the Sabbath         
Day by keeping it holy. He knows what is best for us.            
Regular church attendance has many benefits. It keeps our         
faith strong as God nourishes us with His means of          
grace---the Gospel in Word and Sacrament. It provides an         
opportunity for Christian fellowship and encouragement. It       
provides an opportunity to bring our offerings of thanks to          
God. It provides our families a structured opportunity to         
worship and pray together. It also provides opportunities to         
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learn more about the teachings of Scripture through Bible         
classes and Sunday School. Please make weekly worship a         
priority for your family during the summer months and         
school months. It is God’s command, and through it He will           
bless you!  
 

End of Year Parent Survey 

Thank you to everyone who completed the 2018-19 end of 
year parent survey. The surveys have been reviewed by the 
faculty and School Board. We will use this feedback to 
continue helping our school get better. We received 61 
responses. Here are the results: 

● 98.4% of respondents agreed or strongly agreed 
that Faith is carrying out its mission of partnering 
with parents in providing a Christ-centered 
education that prepares students for life and 
eternity.  

● On a scale of 1-10, 72% of respondents ranked their 
family’s overall experience at Faith this last year as 
a 9 or 10.  

● General areas that parents felt need continued 
attention and improvement: classroom sizes, 
communication, helping struggling students, 
helping above average students, equipping parents 
with Christian parenting strategies, church 
attendance.  

 

Curriculum vs. Textbooks 

From time to time, questions arise regarding Faith’s 
curriculum and textbooks. It is important to understand the 
difference between them. Curriculum is what we teach our 
students. Our curriculum is reviewed regularly by our 
teachers to determine what should be taught for each subject 
in each grade level. No matter the subject, our curriculum is 
taught with a Biblical worldview by teachers trained 
academically and spiritually at Martin Luther College. Our 
curriculum can be viewed on the website by clicking here.  
Textbooks are not curriculum. They are simply tools to help 
meet the objectives of our curriculum along with other 
books, resources, and digital media. Other than religion, the 
Wisconsin Lutheran Synod does not produce textbooks for 
each area subject area. The faculty carefully selects a 
textbook that can best serve as a resource for curriculum. At 
times, textbooks may contain information that is not aligned 
with our Biblical worldview. When this occurs, our teachers 
use Christian discernment and teach our students right from 
wrong. If you ever have a question regarding a textbook, 
please reach out to your child’s teacher and Mr. Herkstroeter 
 

New Textbooks for the 2019-20 School Year  
Faith has purchased new textbooks to support its curriculum         
in the following areas: grammar and writing (grades 1-8),         
science (grades 1-8), and reading (grades 1-2). We pray that          
these textbooks will assist us in meeting our curriculum         
objectives. Your child’s teacher will share more with you         
about these new textbooks as the year begins.  
 

MAP Testing  

Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) testing helps parents        
and teachers determine student academic growth and       
curriculum effectiveness. Our most recent testing data       
suggests that our students are doing well in the areas of math            
and reading. 

School Wide MAP Testing Summary 
Percent of Students at/or Above National Average 

 Reading Math 

Kindergarten 100% 100% 

First 78% 89% 

Second 88% 92% 

Third 80% 89% 

Fourth 54% 71% 

Fifth 74% 83% 

Sixth 71% 71% 

Seventh 77% 97% 

Eighth 94% 100% 
  
What Can I do to Prepare My Child for this Year? 

Studies show that children often decline in the areas of          
reading and math over the summer. You can reverse this by           
having your child read daily and work on basic math facts           
regularly. In addition, limiting your child’s screen time and         
getting them physically active and outdoors in God’s        
creation will also help their brain development.  
 

Children’s Christmas Eve Services 

The Children’s Christmas Eve Services will take place on         
Monday, December 24 at 3:00pm and 5:00pm. This year’s         
services will be split based on your child’s last name. This           
means that your child will only participate in one of the           
services. If your child’s last name begins with A-L, he/she          
will be a part of the 3:00pm service. If your child’s last            
name begins with M-Z, he/she will be a part of the 5:00pm            
service. All students will be a part of the 9:00am service on            
Friday, December 20 (last day of school prior to Christmas          
Break). Please contact Mr. Herkstroeter if you have any         
questions.  
 

Accreditation 

Faith Lutheran School is an exemplary accredited school        
through Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Schools     
Accreditation (WELSA), National Council for Private      
School Accreditation (NCPSA) and Wisconsin Council of       
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Religious and Independent Schools (WCRIS). As an       
accredited school, Faith maintains a commitment to       
excellence as it seeks to serve God, our congregation and          
community. Every five years, Faith is required to conduct a          
self-study according to accreditation standards. This      
upcoming school year is a year that we will need to conduct            
a self-study. Please let Mr. Herkstroeter know if you are          
interested in helping 
 
Student Immunizations  

Please provide the school office with a copy of your child’s           
updated vaccinations prior to the first day of school. Please          
note that students entering kindergarten and sixth grade have         
special vaccination requirements. Check with your doctor       
for details  
 
Extended Care 

Supervised care is available for Faith students before school         
beginning at 6:30am. Students are excused to their        
respective classrooms at 7:40am. Supervised care is also        
available for Faith students from 3:00-5:30pm. To review        
the Extended Care Handbook, click here. To review and         
download an enrollment form, click here.  
  

School Attendance 

Repeated studies show that academic achievement and       
regular school attendance have a strong correlation. The        
primary legal and moral responsibility for student attendance        
rests with the parents (Wis. Statute 2118.15). As you plan          
your family vacations this next school year, please consider         
the school calendar and utilize the scheduled days off.         
School policy states: Ten absences are considered excessive.        
Once a student reaches ten excused absences in a year, a           
note from a physician is required for any additional         
absences. Failure to provide a physician’s note will result in          
an unexcused absence.  
  
School and Fall Sports Picture Day 

School and Fall Sports Picture Day is scheduled for 
Wednesday, September 4. All students in 4K-8th grade will 
have their photo taken for our annual yearbook and parent 
purchase. Get those outfits ready and haircuts scheduled ☺.  
 

Christian Friendship Week 

One way we encourage Godly peer interaction is Christian 
Friendship Week. This is a week we place special emphasis 
on Christian relational skills and conflict resolution. This 
year’s Christian Friendship Week is scheduled for 
September 17-20.  The week will include themed days, a 
guest speaker and a special message during Friday’s chapel.  
 

Grand Day 

Grand Day is scheduled for Friday, October 4. Grandparents 
or “Grand” people are invited to join us for fun and 
fellowship. Look for further details as the date approaches.  
 

 

School Calendar 

Need a copy of the 2019-20 school calendar? Click here.  
 

Parent Handbook 

The 2019-20 Parent Handbook can be viewed by clicking         
here.  
 

School Supplies 
School supply lists are available by clicking here. All         
asterisked items are available for purchase in the school         
office.  
 

Hot Lunch   
Faith will again offer hot lunch through the Fond du Lac 
School District for students in grades PK-8. One carton of 
milk is included in with each lunch. Our school lunch 
program provides free and reduced hot lunches for 
qualifying families. Applications for free and reduced hot 
lunch are located in the school office. This year’s prices will 
remain unchanged from last year: $3.10 per meal and $.30 
per carton of milk. The lunch schedule this year will be as 
follows: 
Grades 1-3                11:10-11:35am 
Grades 4-6                11:40-12:05pm 
Grades PK, K, 7, 8   12:10-12:35pm 
  
Piano Lessons 

Students in grades 4-8 may take piano lessons during the 
school day under the permission of the classroom teacher. 
Students in grades K-3 may take piano lessons after the 
school day. With Mrs. Rosenthal moving, we realize that 
many families are looking for a piano teacher. Available 
piano teachers are hard to come by these days. However, the 
following piano teachers have agreed to take additional 
students:  Mrs. Mary Nell (920-238-5752)  and Mrs.Darcy 
Rahjes (darcysrahjes@gmail.com). Fees and payment 
arrangements are determined by each individual teacher.   
 
Violin Lessons 

Violin lessons are available for students in grades 4-8. 
Contact Mrs. Schroeder for more information at 
gschroeder@charter.net.  
  

Band Lessons 

In a partnership with WLA, band is offered to students in 
grades 5-8. If you are interested in band for your child, 
please contact Mrs. Abby Kurth at akurth@wlavikings.org  
 
School Office 

The school office is open and ready to assist you in 
preparation for the upcoming school year. Summer hours are 
Monday-Thursdays 8:00am-2:00pm and Fridays 
8:00am-12:00pm.  
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New Athletics Volunteer Procedure Reminder 
Please be reminded of our new procedure for winter athletics 
volunteering. Starting this 2019-2020 school year, each 
family must submit a $150 deposit for each winter athlete in 
grades 5-8 prior to the start of their season.  Deposits will be 
returned to the family upon working one volunteer session 
for each winter athlete at a Faith home winter athletic event. 
Volunteering opportunities will be available for all home 
games, East Central Tournament Games (January 17-19) and 
WALL tournament games that we host.  Families will be 
able to sign up for these sessions beginning at Back to 
School Night and via SignUp.com emails sent out 
throughout the year.  Deposits will be used as a "buyout" for 
a family that does not complete their volunteer requirement 
before the end of the season in mid-February.  That money 
will then be placed into the Faith Athletic Boosters account. 
If you have questions, please speak with Mr. Walta. 
 
Back to School Night Athletics 
Faith Panther Athletics at Back to School Night- 
Please remember to stop into the athletic session at Back to 
School Night!  Whether you have had a child involved in 
sports at Faith before or are new to the program, important 
info about this school year's programs will be shared.  You'll 
be able to sign your children up for their seasons, complete 
the necessary forms, pay athletic fees and volunteer deposits, 
purchase Faith t-shirts, try on this year's Faith warm up 
shirts, and much more.  Hope to see you there! -- Mr. Walta  
 
A-Team Volleyball Open Gyms 
Our A-volleyball players (7th-8th graders) are invited and 
encouraged to attend some summer open gyms that are 
coming up.  
Monday, July 29 from 8:00-9:30 AM 
Tuesday, July 30 from 8:00-9:30 AM 
Thursday, August 1 from 8:00-9:30 AM 
Friday, August 2 from 8:00-9:30 AM 
 

Prayer for Start of School Year 

Gracious Father, I thank You for the schools of learning 
which are opening their doors for another term.  Bless the 
millions of children and young people who are beginning a 
new school year, and fill them with a love for learning and 
with a desire to develop their powers to serve You.  Bless 
their teachers with true wisdom and with love for You, and 
keep them from teaching anything which might harm the 
proper moral and spiritual development of the students under 
their care.  Make all schools nurseries of useful knowledge, 
and fill all educators and students with a deep sense of 
devotion toward You…Give us all the true wisdom which 
finds its joy in You and in the salvation which we have 
through Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 

 

School Contacts 
Pastor Mark Parsons:  
mparsons@faithlutheranfdl.org 
Pastor David Haugly:  
dhaugly@faithlutheranfdl.org 
Pastor Mike Weigand:  
mweigand@faithlutheranfdl.org 
Principal Shawn Herkstroeter: 
sherkstroeter@faithlutheranfdl.org 
Mrs. Renee Witte (Grade 8): 
rwitte@faithlutheranfdl.org 
Mr. Brian Haack (Grade 7): 
bhaack@faithlutheranfdl.org 
Mr. Tim Zunker (Grade 6): 
tzunker@faithlutheranfdl.org 
Mr. Kris Walta (Grade 5):  
kwalta@faithlutheranfdl.org 
Mrs. Carol Neubauer (Grade 4: 
cneubauer@faithlutheranfdl.org 
Mrs. Trudy Tietz (Grade 3): 
ttietz@faithlutheranfdl.org 
Mrs. Julie Miller (Grade 2): 
jmiller@faithlutheranfdl.org 
Mrs. Melissa Gudex (Grade 2): 
mgudex@faithlutheranfdl.org  
Mrs. Cindy Weigand (Grade 1: 
cweigand@faithlutheranfdl.org 
Mrs. Amy Herkstroeter (5K): 
aherkstroeter@faithlutheranfdl.org 
Mrs. Jamie Walta (4K): 
jwalta@faithlutheranfdl.org 
Mrs. Faye Kemnitz (Art Instructor): 
fkemnitz@faithlutheranfdl.org 
Nicole Keifenheim (I/E Coordinator): 
nkeifenheim@faithlutheranfdl.org 
Mrs. Brooke Slimmer (I/E Instructor): 
bslimmer@faithlutheranfdl.org 
Mrs. Carolyn Lange (Bookkeeper) 
office.faithfdl@faithlutheranfdl.org 
Mrs. Shari Zunker (Administrative Assistant): 
office@faithlutheranfdl.org 
Mrs. Holly Mueller (Administrative Assistant: 
faithofficeassist@faithlutheranfdl.org 
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